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Serving אורחים 
A Dvar Torah prepared especially to be shared and discussed with your family 

at the Shabbos table, to encourage matters of Yiras Shomayim

When the holy tzaddik Reb Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev was a young man, before he was appointed Rov of the city, 
he lived in his father-in-law's home. His father-in-law was a גביר, and a חשוב'ע yid, and Reb Levi Yitzchok would 
always personally care for the many אורחים who stayed in the house, bringing in bundles of straw to sleep on 
and arranging the linen. Seeing this, his father-in-law once asked him, "Why do you have to go to all that trouble 
yourself? Couldn't you pay some גוי to drag the bundles of straw?" Reb Levi Yitzchok replied, "Is it right to give a 
(סיפורי חסידים ע' 66) "!?and on top of that to pay him for it ,מצוה of doing the זכות the גוי

The גמרא in מסכת שבת says that הכנסת אורחים is even greater than greeting the שכינה. This is learnt from פרשה 
.אורחים asks Hashem to wait while he goes to attend to the אברהם אבינו where ,וירא (שבת קכ"ז ע"א)

The מפרשים in פרשת וירא point out that although אברהם אבינו had many servants and he was old and weak from 
the ברית, he nevertheless ran בזריזות to serve the Arab אורחים himself. (רמב"ן ועוד)

The גמרא in מסכת כתובות relates how מר עוקבא would leave four hundred זוז daily on the door step of a local 
pauper. One day, the poor man decided to find out once and for all, who was leaving him the money. That day, 
 opened the door עני together with his wife, came, and as soon as they had put the money down, the ,מר עוקבא
and began to run after them to see who they were. Passing an oven, where some coals were still burning, מר עוקבא 
and his wife jumped to hide from him. Soon the feet of מר עוקבא started to burn, so his wife told him, "You can 
stand on my feet; they are not burning, for I take care of the אורחים at home by giving them food from which 
they can benefit immediately." (כתובות ס"ז ע"ב)

Reb Eliezer, was a great מכניס אורח that he would send out people to bring in אורחים who were traveling by his 
village. Seeing this, the בית דין של מעלה decided to send אליהו הנביא to test him. One Shabbos afternoon, he 
appeared at Reb Eliezer's door as a beggar, carrying his bag and walking stick, an obvious חילול שבת. Reb Eliezer 
did not comment on the shameful behavior of the poor man, and on the contrary, he rushed to serve him שלש 
 The next morning, Reb Eliezer gave him a nice sum of money. At this .מוצאי שבת on מלוה מלכה and then ,סעודות
point, אליהו הנביא revealed himself and said, "Know that I am אליהו הנביא who has come to test you, and because 
you have withstood the test, you have been found worthy of having a son who will light up the eyes of all ישראל." 
The ברכה was fulfilled, and he was זוכה to have the Baal Shem Tov.

One wintry night, a Yiddishe businessman arrived in the town of Gostynin and headed to the only house where 
lights were still shining, the home of holy tzaddik Reb Yechiel Meir. The host, whom the אורח did not know, 
welcomed him warmly and served him some refreshments. Seeing that the traveler was still hungry, the tzaddik 
searched the house and found some uncooked food and a pan full of fat. Unfamiliar in the techniques of cooking, 
he mixed everything together and placed the mixture in the oven which was still hot. When the food was ready, 
the traveler ate the food it hungrily and was satisfied. The tzaddik then gave the אורח his own bed, where tired 
from his travels, he slept fully clothed, with his galoshes, while Reb Yechiel Meir, having nowhere to sleep, stayed 
awake the entire night. When his family awoke early, Reb Yechiel Meir did not allow them to enter the room, and 
he too walked on tiptoe. When the time came to daven שחרית, he went to shul, and the אורח joined him soon 

לימוד הדבר תורה לזכות ר' שלום מרדכי הלוי שי' בן רבקה לגאולה קרובה מן המיצר אל המרחב



 לע"נ שרה רבקה בת ר׳ יוסף ע"ה • לע"נ ציפא אסתר בת ר׳ שלום דובער ע"ה

after. There, people told the traveler who was the great person who had gone through so much trouble for him. 
Greatly embarrassed, he hurried to apologize to the tzaddik, but Reb Yechiel Meir refused to accept his apology. 
The traveler tried ever harder to explain that it had happened due to his ignorance, until the tzaddik finally said, 
"If you promise to carry out an instruction which I will give you, then I will accept your apology." The yid agreed, 
and the tzaddik gave his condition, "Every time you will pass by Gostynin, you will be my אורח, for when do I ever 
get a chance to fulfill this mitzvah as I was able to this time? And now the people have spoiled it for me!"

When the holy tzaddik Reb Simcha Bunem of Pshischah was five years old, a group of learned אורחים visited his 
father, the Rov of Viedislav. While eating the meal he had prepared for them, the Rov called in his son, and told 
him to prepare a חידוש in the הלכות of הכנסת אורחים. After a while, when the boy returned, his father asked, 
"Well, have you thought up something original?" The boy nodded, and the אורחים who had heard that he was an 
 As soon as the meal was over, the Rov told them to come .חידושי תורה eagerly awaited to hear some deep ,עילוי
see what he had to show them. When they entered another room, his 'חידוש' of the הלכות of הכנסת אורחים caught 
them pleasantly by surprise: for each of them, the boy had prepared a bed for the night, with blankets, pillows all 
neatly in place.

There was once a Yid who leased a tavern from the local פריץ. Late one rainy, bitter cold night, a group of 
Chassidim, on their way to visit the holy tzaddik Reb Chaim of Kosov, knocked on his door, wanting to spend the 
night in his house. The leaseholder pretended not to hear, so they had no choice but to continue on their way. 
When they reached Kosov, they went in to greet the Rebbe, and he asked them about their journey. Mentioning 
the incident with the leaseholder, the Rebbe said, "There will come a time when he will need you." Not long 
after, the Yid came to Reb Chaim greatly distressed, for the פריץ had ordered him to leave the village within 
three months. "What should I do?" Reb Chaim said, "There is something that has always been puzzling me. If a 
leaseholder lives in some village without a מקוה, a  According ?חיובים how can he fulfill his ,קריאת התורה and ,מנין
to our חכמים, הכנסת אורחים is greater than greeting the שכינה, so fulfilling this mitzvah can compensate for the 
rest of the mitzvos one is not able to do. When you fulfilled this mitzvah properly, you were protected, but now, 
you don't even take in people who come by your way, so what excuse is there for you to remain in the village? 
It would be better for you to live in a big city where you could join a minyan and טובל in the מקוה like all good 
and ערליכע chassidim…" "Rebbe, from what will I have פרנסה?" cried the yid. Reb Chaim told him to undertake 
having an open house, and he assured him that Hashem will then restore him to his position and no harm would 
come his way. The leaseholder went home a new man, and Hashem softened the heart of the פריץ, so the yid was 
able to keep his tavern for many quiet years and host many passing (סיפורי חסידים ע' 62 ואילך) .אורחים

May we be merit to the גאולה שלימה בקרוב ממש!
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