
Lma’an Yishme’u •24למען ישמעו  ב"ה | ש"פ נח

The Power of Speech
A Dvar Torah prepared especially to be shared and discussed with your family 

at the Shabbos table, to encourage matters of Yiras Shomayim

There were two תלמידים who were once learning a difficult ענין in front of רב. Afterwards, one תלמיד commented, 
"This learning has made me like a tired דבר אחר  did not רב ".The other used the term, "A tired goat ",(חזיר)
speak to the first תלמיד anymore. Another such incident occurred with a כהן in the בית המקדש who described 
his portion of the לחם הפנים as, "The size of a lizard's tail." They investigated into the כהן and found that he 
was פסול. (מס' פסחים דף ג ע"א)

In this week's Parsha, Hashem tells נח to bring into the תיבה animals from those אשר איננה טהורה (that are not 
pure), instead of simply saying הבהמה הטמאה. From this the גמרא in מסכת פסחים  learns that a person (דף ג ע"א)
should always speak בלשון נקי' (in a 'clean' language).

The Rebbe was especially careful with his words, using words such as 'opposite of good', 'opposite of life' etc. 
When the Rebbe would quote a מאמר חז"ל of a negative nature, the Rebbe would only hint to it, not wanting 
to spell it out. The Rebbe suggested that hospitals should not be referred to as a בית חולים, but rather a בית 
.emphasizing the positive ,רפואה

The גמרא in מסכת מועד קטן  that the speech of a person has the power ,ברית כרותה לשפתים says (דף י"ח ע"א)
to make things happen. The גמרא in מסכת מגילה  that even the ,אל תהי ברכת הדיוט קלה בעיניך says (דף ט"ו ע"א)
.of an ordinary person should not be considered insignificant in a person's eyes, because it can actualize ברכה

Once, while in the Baal Shem Tov's shul in Mezibuz, someone had an argument with another and shouted that 
he would tear the other fellow to pieces like a fish. The Baal Shem Tov told his תלמידים to hold hands, and 
to stand near him with their eyes closed. Then, he placed his holy hands on the shoulders of the two תלמידים 
standing next to him. Suddenly, the תלמידים began shouting in great terror, for they saw this fellow actually 
tearing apart the other man. (היום יום כ"ט תשרי)

In the city of Posen, lived R' Boruch Batlan (the Alter Rebbe's great grandfather) as a tenant of the goldsmith 
Avigdor Tuvia and his wife Gittel. Avigdor Tuvia and his wife, though they gave much tzeddaka and helped 
many, they were not fine people; he played cards, drank משקה and used ניבול פה (bad language), and his wife 
also spoke in an unrefined way, and would curse when angered. People would tremble from her curses, for 
they were known to materialize. In the year ה'תמ"ב, Avigdor Tuvia and his wife passed away, without children. 
Neighboring residents began hearing wild screams and drunken laughter coming out of the apartment they had 
lived in. Jumping and dancing feet would shake the house. R' Boruch and family moved to another area, because 
they were unable to fall asleep at night. 

On his next visit to his Rebbe, R' Yoel, the Baal Shem of Zamostch, he told him about the haunted house in 
Posen and about its past residents Avigdor Tuvia and Gittel. R' Yoel Baal Shem said, "The only way to drive 
the שדים from the house, is to turn it into a בית המדרש." The Baal Shem then gave him clear directives: Ten 
of the Baal Shem's תלמידים should fast the following Sunday, lein ויחל, and spend the following night learning 
Torah. The next morning, five ספרי תורה wrapped in Taleisim, should be carried, each by two תלמידים, and 
they should march from the shul to the goldsmith's house. At the door, they should call out to the שדים, telling 
them to leave the house and make way for the Torah. They should then go inside and say certain kapitlach 
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 .Minyanim should be held there three times a day, and shiurim for young and old should be organized .תהלים
"Then everything will be in order," concluded R' Yoel Baal Shem. Meanwhile, the Mayor of Posen came one 
evening to see for himself. When he heard the sounds of screaming, yelling, clapping of hands, he hurried to ask 
the Bishop for a special prayer to remove the שדים from the town. The Bishop called together his גלחים, and 
they walked in a procession, carrying their צלמים, until they reached the house where they sprinkled water on 
the walls and closed their eyes, mumbling a prayer. The apartment was on the first floor and had four windows 
facing the street, where the גלחים were standing. Suddenly, the windows flung open and terrible faces popped 
out, so frightening that some גלחים fainted and many of the onlookers fled in terror. 

That Sunday, the תלמידים did as the Baal Shem had instructed. Hundreds of men and women, both Yidden and 
goyim crowded outside, waiting to see what would happen. Unafraid, the תלמידים, called out three times for 
the שדים to leave, and when the noises from the house did not stop, they broke down the door and entered. At 
that moment, every pane of glass was shattered, as the weirdest collection of creatures flew out the windows, 
escaping for their lives. For six weeks, everything went smoothly, but then sounds were heard once again, this 
time coming from the cellar. The neighbors, who had been enjoying the relief, were horrified to once again hear 
loud barkings and noises, giving them no peace by day or night. One tenant, a dealer in furs, was a misnaged to 
the Baal Shem, and denied the נס, so when the שדים returned, he was delighted. When the neighbors suggested 
inviting the Baal Shem to resolve the matter, he was furious and declared he would fight to prevent this. One 
day, a customer came to see some fur skins, so the dealer sent his son down to cellar with the customer. As soon 
as they moved to open the cellar door, it flew open on its own, and out jumped the most frightening creature 
they had ever seen. The customer went white, and the son became crazy, and they both ran screaming into the 
street, eventually fainting from the fright. When they came to, the son had to be tied with rope to keep him 
under control. Now, even the misnaged did not protest to bringing the Baal Shem to get rid of the שדים. 

The Baal Shem traveled to Posen and arranged the בית דין for a דין תורה with the שדים. The newly established 
 to appear, warning them not שדים in the apartment was prepared, and the Baal Shem called out for the בית מדרש
to hurt anyone. As soon as the שדים made their presence felt, the Baal Shem began, "I have called you to a דין 
 for you have exceeded the limits Hashem has set, by coming among humans." Strange incomprehensible ,תורה
sounds were heard. At the instructions of the Baal Shem, the head of the בית דין stood up and decreed that one 
of the שדים be able to speak clearly.  "We have every right to come here," the שד countered. "We were created 
by the curses of Avigdor Tuvia and his wife, Gittel, so we are the inheritors and their house rightfully belongs to 
us. We left the apartment only because the light of the ספרי תורה were too much for us to handle." The שדים 
began to crow and squeak loudly, and strange creatures were seen, terrifying all those present. The Baal Shem 
called out at the top of his voice, "I command you, in the name of Hashem, that you be silent immediately and 
remain hidden from human eyes. You are to listen to the פסק of the בית דין." The שול became perfectly silent 
and they disappeared. The בית דין immediately paskened that they had no right to the inheritance, and they 
were never heard from again. (106 'ספר הזכרונות לאדהריי"צ ע)

In those ספרים of נ"ך that end with something negative, the previous possuk is repeated in order to end on a 
positive note. Even when there was no direct connection to something positive, the Rebbe would conclude with 
the words 'ומסיימים בטוב' ('and we end with something positive').

May we merit to announce the arrival of משיח צדקנו בקרוב ממש!

A project of Agudas Avreichei Lubavitch - אגודת אברכי ליובאוויטש
347.471.1770 / AvreicheiLubavitch@gmail.com

 To receive a transcript of the Dvar Torah or to sponsor an issue, please contact us.


