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 ויעקב הלך לדרכו 
A Dvar Torah prepared especially to be shared and discussed with your family 

at the Shabbos table, to encourage matters of Yiras Shomayim
At a farbrengen (מוצש"ק בראשית תשל"ה), the Rebbe explained: After the month of תשרי, the עבודה is to 
draw Yiddishkeit and קדושה into the mundane activities of the year. All actions, even his eating, drinking 
and business should be done in a Yiddishe way: eating with a ברכה, thanking Hashem for the food and doing 
business honestly, without intruding on another's פרנסה. (VII 'לקו"ש ח"ט ע)

The Frierdiker Rebbe related: My father, the Rebbe Rashab, had the minhag of announcing after the סעודה 
on שמחת תורה, "Now is the time of '.ויעקב הלך לדרכו' After the עבודה of תשרי, the Yidden go in the way of 
סחורה  who return home from the market, unpack the ,סוחרים the entire year. Just like the מצוות and תורה
they bought, and analyze each item, evaluating it and setting a price. So too, after תשרי, every Yid is packed 
with סחורה from which he lives the entire year. Though, one must not forget to unpack, or else the סחורה 
will rot or dry out, and sometimes the mice will hurry (אריינכאפן) to eat the סחורה…  אג"ק מוהריי"צ ח"א ע')
(קצ"ד, סה"ש תש"ז ע'  74, אג"ק ח"ד ע' י"ח

Once, during the summer of תרכ"ו, the Rebbe Rashab, then five years old, and his brother the רז"א, came 
home from cheder, and played in the garden near their home. In the garden there was a סוכה covered in 
plants, containing ספרים and other items, where the Rebbe Maharash would sit during the hot days. That 
day, the children were discussing the מעלה of Yidden over Goyim להבדיל, and the רז"א, being a year and 
four months older, led the conversation. He said, "The מעלה of Yidden is that they are an intelligent nation, 
who know and learn a lot of תורה, both נגלה and חסידות, and daven with דביקות." Unsatisfied, the Rebbe 
Rashab asked, "But what of those Yidden who can't learn and daven with דביקות, what is their מעלה?" To this 
the רז"א had no answer. The Rebbe Maharash, hearing about the conversation from his daughter דבורה לאה, 
called the children into the סוכה, and sent for בנציון, the simple משרת. He barely knew the translation of 
davening, read with numerous mistakes, yet said the entire Tehillim daily, davened with a minyan, and joined 
the שיעור עין יעקב. When the משרת entered, the Rebbe Maharash asked him, " בנציון, did you eat?" "Yes," 
he replied. "Did you eat well?" "What's well? I am satisfied ב"ה." "And why did you eat?" the Rebbe asked. 
"In order to live." "And for what do you live?" "So that I can be a Yid, and do what Hashem wants," and 
the משרת sighed. The Rebbe Maharash dismissed the משרת, and asked him to call Ivan, the גוישע worker, 
who had grown up among Yidden and spoke Yiddish fluently. When he arrived, the Rebbe asked him, "Did 
you eat today?" "Yes," he answered. "Did you eat well?" "Yes," he replied again.  "Why did you eat?" "To 
be able to live." "And why do you need to live?" inquired the Rebbe. "So that I can have a drink of משקה 
and something to eat." The Rebbe Maharash then dismissed him, and said to his sons, "You see, that a Yid 
naturally eats to live as a Yid and do what Hashem commands, and even then, he sighs, for he feels that he 
does not serve Him with the pure truth. On the other hand, a גוי lives to drink משקה and eat, and then smiles 
from the pleasure this brings him, for this is the ultimate goal in his eyes." (726 'קובץ מכתבים ע)

In the year תשל"ח, the Rebbe explained the many levels of "ויעקב הלך לדרכו", starting from מוצאי יום כיפור, 
when Yidden prepare their סוכה and ד' מינים; to מוצאי שמחת תורה, which comes after all the ימים טובים; 
to מוצאי שבת פרשת בראשית when we leave the days following שמחת תורה that are still permeated with יום 
(לקו"ש ח"כ ע' 266 ואילך) .and so forth ,טוב'דיקייט

May we go together to the גאולה האמיתית והשלימה בקרוב ממש!


