
Faith in צדיקים
A Dvar Torah prepared especially to be shared with your family at the 

Shabbos table, to encourage Yiras Shomayim and Tznius
The רבי  did not spend extra money on personal needs; therefore, his children and grandchildren who owned אלטער 
expensive garments were careful not to show it to him. The צמח צדק once bought an expensive gartel and would usually 
take it off when going into his זיידע, but one time when the אלטער רבי called him in a hurry, he forgot to take it off. Seeing 
the gartel, the אלטער רבי asked its price. To which the צמח צדק replied, “Fifteen rubles.” The אלטער רבי reprimanded him for 
buying such an expensive article of clothing and then asked how much money he has as a dowry. “Two thousand rubles,” 
said the צמח צדק. When asked what he was planning on doing with the money, the צמח צדק said that he intended to make 
some profit by entrusting it to a rich, reliable man. “Maybe he won’t give you back the principal nor the profit?” queried 
the אלטער רבי. “He’s very wealthy and highly trustworthy,” assured the צמח צדק. Still unsatisfied, the אלטער רבי noted that 
even if the man was currently prosperous, it was possible for him to lose his wealth, so it would be advisable for the צמח 
 was kept for there the money would definitely remain complete. Although צדקה to put the money in the box where צדק
at first the צמח צדק did not think the אלטער רבי was serious, he soon came to the understanding that the אלטער רבי was very 
serious, and that he truly desired the money be given to צדקה and only then will it remain intact both the principal and 
the profit. The צמח צדק was not prepared to give all his money to צדקה, so he left. In accordance with his previous plans, 
he invested the money with the wealthy man, but he forfeited all profit, for a few months later, the rich man’s fortune 
turned downward, reducing him to poverty. A while later the אלטער רבי inquired about the investment, the צמח צדק told him 
how all the money was lost. “Why didn’t you listen to me? You would have had all the money in addition to the profit... 
You should have learned from the yidden of Volin how to have אמונה in your Rebbes.” 

He continued and related the following incident to illustrate their strong belief. “Once when I was traveling to Mezritch, 
my feet froze from the freezing weather, so the wagon driver carried me into an inn where the old innkeeper rubbed my 
legs with snow and alcohol until I somewhat recuperated. Speaking with the kind host, he told me how he’s been living 
in this place, where there is no מנין, for fifty years, and for the ימים נוראים he travels to the city to be able to daven with a 
 He ...ברכו or קדושה without ,מנין I explained to him how it’s wrong for an old man like himself to live all his life without a .מנין
understood but was worried about his parnassa. Upon my inquiry, he told me that a hundred families live in the city, so I 
told him that if ‘ה could provide for a hundred yidden, he could handle one more! I then said, “You should know that I am 
a תלמיד of our great Rebbe the מעזריטשער מגיד.” About a half hour later, looking outside, I saw a wagon loaded with furniture 
and household items. The old man explained, “As per your instructions, I am moving to the city.” 

Addressing the צמח צדק the אלטער רבי said, “I was young at the time, but when he heard that I’m a talmid of the מעזריטשער 
 he immediately gave up his life’s investments of fifty years and moved from a place that he had an established ,מגיד
parnassah… and you heard me tell you twice that you may lose your money, yet you didn’t heed my words…” (סיפורים 
(נוראים, מדור אדמו“ר הזקן ע‘ 125

The Gemara in (דף ק“י ע“א) סנהדרין says, “One who questions his Rebbe, it’s like he’s questioning the שכינה.” 

The מדרש asks on the possuk, ויאמינו בה‘ ובמשה עבדו, “If the yidden believed in Moshe then surely they had אמונה in ‘ה?” The 
Medrash says that from here we learn that whoever believes in the רועה נאמן (faithful shepherd), it is considered as if he 
believes in Hashem.  (מכילתא בשלח פ“ו)

The פריערדיקע רבי tells how ר‘ שלמה באייעווער from Slutsk became a chossid. At the age of twenty two, after being exposed to 
 he got married in a little town near Slutsk. Unfortunately, shortly after ,צדיקים one of the hidden ,’ר‘ מנחם ארי by תורת החסידות
the wedding, his wife lost her sanity, rendering him an עגון for six years. When the holy בעל שם טוב came to Slutsk, ר‘ שלמה‘s 
father, a great גאון, and the wife’s father ר‘ אלי‘ משה, asked the בעל שם טוב for an עצה and a רפואה. The בעל שם טוב inquired whether 
they had any negative feelings against each other, to which they expressed lots of praise for one another and for the 
young man ר‘ שלמה. The בעל שם טוב said, “With Hashem’s help, I can heal her, and she will once again be healthy, but this 
will be on condition that the couple divorce.” Taken aback, they offered a lot of money for צדקה in order to preserve the 
couple’s marriage; yet, the בעל שם טוב reinstated his demand. A few days later, they returned to the בעל שם טוב declaring 
their agreement yet mentioned that they could guarantee the wife’s consent. The בעל שם טוב agreed and told ר‘ אלי‘ משה to 
go home and tell his daughter that the בעל שם טוב, a well known miracle worker, was in Slutsk and wanted to see her. The 
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 mustering his courage, said that his daughter hadn’t spoken ,ר‘ אלי‘ משה looked in amazement at each other, and מחותנים
for the past six years. The בעל שם טוב did not respond, and both left with broken hearts. 

 בעל שם He told his father-in-law that since the .בעל שם טוב to the מקושר now became strongly ,ר‘ מנחם ארי as a talmid of ,ר‘ שלמה
 .is a known miracle worker, all his instructions must be implemented טוב

Upon arriving home, ר‘ אלי‘ משה told his wife about the wonders of the בעל שם טוב, and suddenly, his daughter who’d been 
sitting behind the oven for the past six years, came out and asked to be told more about this special person. Her parents 
were stunned! Over the next while, she showed mental improvement, but physically, she was still very weak and fell ill. 
When she cried and begged to be taken to the Tzaddik, ר‘ אלי‘ משה realized that from all the excitement he had forgotten 
to give over the message, which he now relayed. Hearing this, she became very excited, and on the following day, they 
traveled to Slutsk. The young couple entered together, and the בעל שם טוב told them the need to divorce and gave them 
four days to think it through. For the next three days, they fasted and said lots of תהלים and on the fourth day, they 
returned to the בעל שם טוב, and found the סופר and witnesses already there. They relayed their readiness to divorce, even 
though they both thought highly of one another, for each other’s benefit, due to their אמונה in the צדיק and in his ברכה that 
he would bentch them. Hearing this, the בעל שם טוב went into another room for a while. When he returned, he told them 
that approximately six years ago, a קטרוג ל‘‘ע was placed against them, decreeing that the woman would lose her mind 
and that the man would be an עגון. However, now that they accepted upon themselves to divorce with simple אמונת צדיקים 
and מסירת נפש, their judgment in בית דין של מעלה was meritorious and the decree was removed. The בעל שם טוב bentched them 
with sons and daughters and long life. (158 ‘ספר השיחות תש“ג ע)

The chossid ר‘ לייזר ננס told the following story that took place to his hosts where he stayed while learning in Lubavitch. 
Once when the mother was giving birth, complications arose, so her husband ran to the Rebbe Rashab to ask for a ברכה. 
The Rebbe told him that some מקוה water should be shpritzed on his wife and then all would be well. They followed these 
instructions, and ב“ה, the baby was born without complications. About a year later, this situation reoccurred, so they 
shpritzed some מקוה water on the woman, but this time it did not help. The husband ran to the Rebbe Rashab asking 
what to do. The Rebbe gave the same instructions as he had given the previous time, to which the husband responded, 
“We’ve been shpritzing for a couple of hours, but it’s not helping.” The Rebbe Rashab told him, “Just listen and do what I 
tell you!” He did and the complications ceased. It was not the מקוה water that healed; rather, it was the אמונה in the words 
of the צדיק that brought the ברכה.

A Gerrer Chossid, coming out of his יחידות with the Rebbe, asked R’ Leibel Groner if he can relate the following story to 
the Rebbe: A yid once came to the אמרי אמת asking for a ברכה for a sick person, and was told to go to a certain big doctor. 
The yid responded that the ill person had already gone to that doctor. The אמרי אמת told him to go to that doctor again, 
and explained: chazal tell us that we learn from the possuk, ורפא ירפא, that מכאן שנתנה רשות לרופא לרפאות, from here permission 
was given to doctors to heal. The Gerrer Rebbe continued, “מכאן, from here, from my room permission is given for the 
doctor to heal.” The yid listened and the sick person was healed. After hearing this, R’ Leibel went into the Rebbe, asked 
permission to say a story, and related this story.  When he finished, the Rebbe asked him to repeat it a second time, and 
when he concluded, the Rebbe exclaimed, “גאר א חסיד‘ישע מעשה!”

In this week’s parsha (פרשת קרח), the Torah tells us about the מחלוקת of קרח and משה רבינו. Moshe told ועדתו  that when קרח 
fighting against him, they are fighting against ‘ה, for he is just fullfilling the shlichus of ’ה. 

The מיטעלער רבי writes in קונטרס ההשתטחות that people should travel to the ציון of a צדיק, even though they don’t understand 
anything, because of their great אמונת צדיקים. 

May we merit to see the Rebbe with the גאולה שלימה right now!

To hear the Dvar Torah being said, please call:

Lma’an Yishme’u – The Yiras Shomayim Hotline
347.498.0008

Next week’s Dvar Torah will אי‘‘ה be updated on Monday, ז‘ תמוז.
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