
Respecting Torah
A Dvar Torah prepared especially to be shared and discussed with your family 

at the Shabbos table, to encourage Yiras Shomayim and Tznius
The בעל קצות החשן, was the Rov of the city Stery, where many Chassidim of the tzaddik, the חוזה of Lublin, lived. At 

one point, feeling that the Chassidim were defying the shulchan aruch, the קצות instructed them to discontinue 
their actions. They did not heed his instructions and did not give the קצות the proper respect he deserved, so 
the קצות placed a cherem of 30 days upon them. Adhering to the cherem, the people of the city stayed away 
from these Chassidim; subsequently, the Chasidim decided to spend the rest of the 30 days with their Rebbe in 
Lublin. When they arrived, the Rebbe told his shamash not to allow them in for another 2 weeks and a few days, 
which coincided with the days the cherem was still in effect.

When they finally entered, the חוזה reprimanded them for not fully respecting their Rov. He explained the 
great importance of respecting a תלמיד חכם, that not withstanding his lacking in other areas in Avodas Hashem, 
the Torah still demands us to give him the absolute kavod he deserves. (סיפורי חסידים להרש”י זוין, פ’ בהעלותך)

The Gemara in Mesechta Sanhedrin (צ”ט ע”ב) says, ”One who embarrasses a Talmid Chochom is considered an 
Apikores.” The Gemara continues and relates that Rav Papa once unintentionally said ”That Talmid Chochom” 
(instead of addressing him with the correct title). When he realized the implication of his words, he took upon 
himself to fast as a kapara.

The Gemara in Shabbos (ע”ב  tells us, ”One who loves Talmidei Chachamim will have children who will (כ”ג 
be Talmidei Chachamim. One who honors Talmidei Chachamim will have sons-in-law who will be Talmidei 
Chachmim. One who is in awe of Talmidei Chachamim will become a Talmid Chacham himself, and if he is not 
involved in Torah learning, then his words will be heard like those of a Talmid Chochom.”

The Rambam writes in Hilchos Talmud Torah (כותרת ובפ”ו) that it is a Mitzvas Aseh to honor those who teach 
Torah and those who know Torah.

A story is told about the holy Tzaddik, ר’ חיים בן עטר, also known as the אור החיים הקדוש. As was his custom, in honor 
of Shabbos, he would distribute meat to the poor תלמידי חכמים of his city. One week a plague broke out amongst 
the cattle, and as a result, all the animals shechted were found to be traife. Only the calf that was shechted for 
the Tzaddik was כשר למהדרין. When one of the wealthy men in the city heard about this, he rushed to Reb Chaim’s 
house, hoping to get some meat in honor of Shabbos. He offered a great price for a piece, yet was told, “This 
is not a butcher shop, and the meat is reserved for the poor תלמידי חכמים.” While they were speaking, one of Reb 
Chaim’s ”customers” walked in, and the rich man exclaimed, ”Eh… You call this a תלמיד חכם?!” Reb Chaim ignored 
his comment and gave the customer his portion. The rich man realized the futileness of his endeavor, so he left 
in anger. That night, the אור החיים הקדוש had a dream in which he was told from shomayim that since he had not 
protested against the embarrassment of a תלמיד חכם, he would have to go into Golus for a full year.  Immediately, 
Reb Chaim packed his few belongings and set out on his long arduous journey, traveling from one place to 
another, making sure not to sleep two nights in the same place. He often went to sleep hungry, yet he accepted 
his pain with love and davened to Hashem to forgive him for his sin. 

Erev Shabbos פרשת בחוקותי, the Tzaddik found himself on the outskirts of a city. He sat down on a stone to rest 
his weak body and reflected on the first possuk of the parshah, אם בחוקותי תלכו. As he continued walking in dveikus, 
nearing the city, he was מחדש forty-two explanations on this possuk. When he reached the shul, the shamash 
invited him for Shabbos. At the conclusion of the Friday night seudah, the shamash told his guest of the city’s 
custom to finish the seuda at the Rov’s house, and together they went, joining the throngs already gathered, 
waiting to hear the Rov’s Divrei Torah. The Rov sat in a dveikus, and after a few moments, he awoke and began 
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saying 14 explanations on the possuk אם בחוקותי תלכו. He concluded, ”These פירושים I have just heard in the מתיבתא 
 .ר’ חיים בן עטר  in the name of the holy Tzaddik ,דרקיע

 the unknown guest called out. All eyes turned to see who had the chutzpa to dishonor the holy ”!חיים בן עטר”
tzaddik, but the shamash, feeling responsible for his guest, requested them to leave the poor man alone. 
Shabbos day, when the Rov expounded on the second set of 14 פירושים and said that he had heard these למעלה 
in the name of the holy Tzaddik עטר בן  חיים   the same scenario repeated itself. Again the guest screamed , ר’ 
out, ”חיים בן עטר!” heightening the irritation of the townsmen. Before seudas shlishis, the shamash warned his 
guest to behave properly. When the scene repeated itself a third time, Reb Chaim was locked in a room to be 
kept until befitting measures would be decided upon. That night, a strong storm swept through the city, and 
the townspeople franticly rushed to the Rov to find out its cause. The Rov was told from shamayim that on 
Shabbos gehinom closes and it reopens on Motzei Shabbos when the אור החיים הקדוש makes Havdala. Being that 
the tzaddik cannot make havdala, for he is currently locked in a room, a great uproar is ensuing above causing 
such a harrowing storm below. Upon hearing this, the townsmen immediately released their holy guest from 
his confinement. Reb Chayim understood that his Teshuva was accepted in Shomayim and thus returned back 
to his hometown. 

For many years, a Chossid of the אלטער רבי from the city Vitebsk, did not merit the zechus of having children. 
Whenever he would ask the אלטער רבי for a Bracha, the Rebbe would respond that he is unable to help him. Once 
when requesting a Bracha for children, the אלטער רבי gave his usual response but added the advice that he go to 
the Tzaddik ר’ שלמה קארלינער who would be able to assist him. The chossid traveled to Karlin and was told to wait 
until the Tzaddik would travel and to accompany him on his journey. A few days later, ר’ שלמה קארלינער left Karlin, 
and allowed anyone who had a request to join his trip. Passing through one of the cities, the Tzaddik told this 
chossid, ”If you give me this and this amount of money (naming a large sum) you will merit having children.” 
The chossid, not being a man of means, felt he could not fulfill the Tzaddik’s request, and being upset at the 
Tzaddik for making such a weighty request, returned home. Sometime later, he came to Liozne, to the אלטער רבי. 
As per the Rebbe’s request, the chossid repeated all that had transpired and how he had refused to fulfill the 
Tzaddik’s enormous demand. The אלטער רבי said, ”You embarrassed a תלמיד חכם, and that is why you are childless. 
Since the תלמיד חכם has already passed away, you can’t ask him forgiveness, and according to the Gemara, ”One 
who embarrasses a תלמיד חכם must pay him a heavy price as a fine.” ר’ שלמה traveled with you to the קברים of the 
חכם which are of the opinion that the payment can help even after the פוסקים  passes on. Therefore, he תלמיד 
traveled with you and demanded so much money; but now, it is too late.” 

The chossid protested, ”I have never insulted a תלמיד חכם!” The אלטער רבי queried, ”Didn’t you insult Reb Yissachar 
Dov, the Rov of Lubavitch?” 

”Eh! Reb Yissachor Dov… I don’t consider him a חכם רבי said the chossid. The ”,תלמיד   responded, ”Reb אלטער 
Yissachor Dov had גילוי אליהו every day, and you do not respect him as a תלמיד חכם? I cannot help you nor forgive 
you for mistreating his honor, for I was his talmid.” (רשימות דברים להר”י חיטריק, ח”ג ע’ פ”ח)

May we be Zoche to learn תורתו של משיח right now!

בברכת קבלת התורה בשמחה ובפנימיות!

To hear the Dvar Torah being said, please call: 347.498.0008
Lma’an Yishme’u – The Yiras Shomayim Hotline

Next week’s Dvar Torah will be updated אי’’ה  Tuesday, י’ סיון. 

לע"נ שרה רבקה בת ר׳ יוסף ע"ה - נדבת משפחתה שי׳


