
Leader's instructions for Tower Building 
 
Note that you have only 10 minutes per team. Give them about 9 minutes to build their 
tower. Leave yourself at least a minute to measure their tower and record their score 
on their sheet before they move on. 
 
YOU WILL BE GIVEN A TWO MINUTE WARNING – PLEASE ENSURE THE TEAM IS 
READY TO MOVE AT THE END OF THIS! 
 
Order of teams: 
The teams should arrive with you in the following order (their team will be printed on their 
score sheet): 

 Team A 

 Team F 

 Team E 

 Team D 

 Team C 

 Team B 
 
When a team finishes with you, send it to CODES 
 
What you need: 

 Team A's record sheet – give this to them before they do their challenge and tell them to 
look after it carefully! 

 
You need to provide the team with: 

 A pile of newspaper 

 Some sellotape 
 
You also need: 

 A tape measure 

 A pen 

 Score sheet to record each team's score on 
 
Instructions: 
Tell the team that they need to build the tallest tower possible in ten minutes. The tower only 
counts if it can stand up on its own. 
 
Tell the team to think about what the tower will need in order to stand up but don't give them 
any clues or any help (except with finding the end of the sellotape!) You should not roll or fold 
any paper and you should not do any sticking or anything else to help them! 
 
If they manage a tower which is standing up, measure it so that you know how tall it is. They 
can then keep adding to it, but you will have a record of how high they managed to get it in 
case it won't stand up any more. 
 
In the last minute, measure their final tower. Record their total score on their record sheet 
and on your record sheet before they move to their next base. 
 
If you feel that a team has worked particularly well together, you can add up to 10 cm 
to their best height for team work. If you feel a team has not worked well together, you 
can deduct up to 10 cm. 


