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Tree Investigators 

 

How much do you know about trees? Can you tell a hazel from a horse chestnut? Now’s 
your chance to find out more! 

You have the following equipment: 

 Leaf identification swatch book (one for the group) 

 Leaf checklist 

 Paper and crayons 

 Tape to measure the girth of the tree (two for the group) 

 Long tape to measure the height of the tree 

 Record sheet 

 Mixed up tree sheet 
 

You’re ready to start investigating! For each tree that your group likes the look of you can 
carry out some or all of the following steps, or you can think of your own investigations. 
 
1. Use the leaf identification book to help you work out what the tree is – some of the 

trees have labels on them but often only the Latin name is given so you may still need 
to check the book. Not all of the trees are in the book but you can still investigate them! 

2. Tick off the tree on your leaf checklist. 

3. Use the paper and crayons to make a bark rubbing – make sure you label your rubbing 
so that you know which tree it comes from. 

4. Measure the tree’s girth (how big it is round) and record this on your record sheet. 

5. Measure how tall the tree is and record this on your record sheet. You can do this by 
standing with your back to the tree, putting your head between your legs and walking 
away until you can see the top of it. The distance you are from the tree is a good 
indicator of how tall it is. 

6. Make a note of anything else interesting – for example does it have unusual bark or 
leaves and have you seen any insects on it? 

7. For trees that you particularly like, draw their leaf onto your mixed up tree sheet. 
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