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I can answer that big question with one little word 

"ME" 

My heart, your heart, is at the root of all the wrong in this 
world. The Holy Bible calls it sin. 

 

As I discuss with Muslim friends, I am coming to the 
conclusion that Islam teaches a very weak and 
inadequate view of sin. It is seen as a lapse and lack of 
guidance rather than something far more serious and 
deep-rooted. 
  

Allow me to make the following six points and invite 
your comment. 

According to the Holy Bible: 

Sin is moral evil: It is missing the mark; deviating 
from God's way; moral perversion; revolt and rebellion; 
breaking God's perfect law. Sin is not simply weakness 
or a fault or something that just happens. It is active 
opposition to God for which each individual is 
responsible. 
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Sin is absolute moral evil: Clearly, some sins are 
worse than others. However, All sin is sin. Each sin, no 
matter how seemingly insignificant is an absolute moral 
evil. Sin is not a lesser degree of goodness but positive 
evil. Every action or thought is either good or bad. No 
shades in-between. 

Sin is what God declares to be sinful: God, because 
of His perfectly holy nature, decides what is sinful. 
Anything that doesn't conform to His will is sin. 

Sin involves both guilt and pollution: To be guilty is 
to be deserving of condemnation or be liable for 
punishment for breaking the law. It refers to our 
relationship to justice or to law's penalty. It can refer 
both to an inherent quality and the obligation we have 
to satisfy justice and pay the penalty. It is possible to 
remove this latter by a substitutionary atonement and 
that is just what happens when a person trusts in Christ 
and his death on their behalf. Pollution refers to the way 
we are not only guilty but inherently corrupt. All sinners 
have a corrupt nature. 

Sin has its seat in the heart: Right at a man's centre, 
in his soul, and extending to every part of him, there is 
sin. From the heart it affects mind, will, attitudes, even 
the body. 

Sin does not consist only in outward acts: It is our 
sinful state that leads to sinful acts and sinful habits. It 
is not just acts that are sinful but words and thoughts 
and attitudes too. It is not just that which we commit, 
but also what we omit to do. 
  

Sin, then is deep rooted in the heart of an individual. 
That is why keeping rules and regulations, laws and 
prohibitions cannot make us right and acceptable to God 
our maker and judge. We are guilty and polluted before 
Him. We need an inward as well as an outward 
cleansing. Education will not suffice. We need total 
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renewal - a new birth that is from above-spiritual. 

Any other supposed remedy is like putting a plaster on a 
corpse hoping the problem will be solved, or taking your 
car to the car-wash when it needs a new engine! The 
remedy must be radical. 
  

 

This remedy is what God in His mercy offers us through 
trusting in Christ who bore our guilt and rebellion for us 
that we could be freed to live for God and please Him in 
newness of life. 
A Caid had a cat called Antar, which he had trained to 
serve him and his guests tea on a silver tray. Guests 
were always very impressed when they visited and saw 
this amazing sight. 

One day a man came to see the Caid with a problem. 
After Antar the cat had served them the man asked the 
Caid: "My son is living a shameful life. He has no 
thought of doing good or pleasing God. He only lives for 
sinful pleasures. What can I do?" 

"Teach him the rules of religion. Educate him as to what 
is the right way to go." answered the Caid. 

The man left happier and did what the Caid had said. It 
seemed to work. His son became a different person. He 
left his debauched lifestyle and became very religious 
and his deeds were pious. However, after some months, 
the son began to slip back into his old ways and 
eventually was secretly living a more worse life than 
before (even though he was thought to be religious by 
many). 

 

The father returned to the Caid carrying a small box. He 
was granted an audience with the Caid and sat drinking 
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the tea that Antar the cat, who was sitting nearby, had 
served them. He explained how the Caid's advice had 
failed and that the problem was deeper than the Caid 
had understood. With that the man opened the box, two 
mice scurried out and across the floor. Suddenly, a 
crash was heard. Antar had dropped the tray and was 
seen chasing the mice out of the palace.  

The Caid saw the man's point. Antar's nature had never 
really changed. He would always be a cat and do that 
which cats did. 

We will always be sinners until God by His Spirit calls us 
and changes us as we trust in Jesus Christ to rescue us 
from sin and its penalty and power (and ultimately its 
presence). 

Have you seen the deep rooted problem in your heart? 
Have you found God's only remedy? Have you been 
made new? 

 

 
Will My Good Works get me to Paradise?  

 
Although there are thousands of religions in this world, 
there are really only two:  

True religion and False religion. 

One is the true way leading to Paradise and to God, all 
the others are pathways lead to shame and punishment. 
He is a fool who says, "All religions lead to God." He 
does not know what he is saying. How can so many 
different ideas all be right? It makes no sense. 

So what makes the True way so different from all these 
false ways? Simply, one is God's way that He has made; 
the other is man's way that he has invented. In man's 
way He tries to get to God by his own efforts. In God's 
way, we see God with wonderful mercy and love 
reaching down to rescue lost mankind that cannot help 
itself. 
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Do you remember the story of the two 
sons of Adam and Eve ? Their names 
were Cain and Abel (Habil and Kabil). God 
had clearly told them how to approach 

Him in worship. But in their offerings to God we see the 
practice of true religion and the beginning of false 
religion in this world. What did they bring? The Holy 
Scriptures tell us that Cain brought the very best of his 
efforts. Being a gardener, he worked incredibly hard and 
brought to God beautiful fruit and vegetables that he 
had grown. How proud of his labours he must have 
been. "Lord, look what I have done for you! See my 
hard work! Surely this will bring God's smile on my life!" 
But God was not pleased with Cain. The Almighty did 
not smile upon him. God rejected Cain and his offering. 
This was the beginning of all false religions. Religions 
that think we can earn God's favour by our deeds. This 
is the clear message of the Holy Scriptures, unpleasant 
to our proud hearts as it is. Even our best is not good 
enough for the Holy God. 

What did Abel bring? All Abel did was to obey God's 
clear directions by bringing a lamb. He lay the innocent 
animal on the altar and confessing his own sin, killed it 
as a sacrifice that was taking his place. He relied upon 
the death of an innocent sacrifice to bring him into 
favour with the Holy Lord God. God accepted Abel. Not 
because he was a good man (who is good except God 
alone?) but because he came the right way. This shows 
us that God has revealed a way back to Himself. 

It is THE only way.  

Every day millions pray that God will show them the 
Straight Way. God has made it so clear that we must 
come to Him through the Lord Jesus Christ. "I am the 
Way", said Christ. He is God's appointed rescuer. 

Because the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus for our sin is 
accepted by Almighty God, God can and will accept us, if 
we come to Him through Christ. 

What are you relying upon? Where is your faith? Is it in 
your own good deeds - your prayers, fastings and other 
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religious actions ? OR is your faith and hope for 
acceptance with God in the Lord Jesus Christ who is 
"The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." 
Good works will not get you to Paradise my friend. Only 
Christ can make you fit for God's holy presence. 

Only He can remove your sin. Trust in Him. 

Why sacrifice? 

 

Sacrifice …. But Why  

 

The goat struggles in panic as two men hold it down. A 
third man, with knife in hand, approaches the animal 
and with a quick flick of his wrist he severs the goat's 
jugular vein. Blood is everywhere. The animal quivers as 
its very life drains from its body. It is soon dead. A 
sacrifice has been made. 

 

This scene has been repeated thousands, maybe 
millions of times throughout history. The first time it 
happened can traced back to the beginning of mankind: 
Habil and Qabil (Abel and Cain) the two sons of Adam 
and Hawa were required to bring a sacrifice to Almighty 
God. The Qur'an reminds us the sacrifice was "accepted 
from one, but not from the other." (S.5:27) The Taurat 
tells us why that was - Habil offered the life of one of his 
flock.God was pleased with the death of a substitute and 
so Habil was accepted. But Qabil was rejected, even 
though he had brought the produce that he had worked 
hard to grow.  
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Noe, Ibrahim, Musa, Dawud, Suleman, all God's people 
offered animals as blood sacrifices so that God would 
accept them. God's Holy Books make it very clear that 
God demands a blood sacrifice. It is the only way to find 
peace and acceptance with the Holy and just God. It is 
the way God Himself has laid down. Sadly though, many 
have followed in the way of Cain. They have not brought 
the right sacrifice. Instead they would rather put their 
confidence in their own hard work and religious 
practices and ignore God's provision. 

"But how can the death of an animal take away 
my sin and shame?" You may ask. 

A good question - of course it can't. You and I are worth 
far more than they. This arrangement of animals dying 
in the place of the guilty sinner was set up by God to 
teach us very important truth. 

1. God is very holy and just. Perfect in every way. He 
cannot tolerate any sin. 

2. We are very sinful. God's holiness demands that 
He punish our sin severely. "The soul that sins 
shall die." 

3. God is very merciful. He has provided a way out 
for us sinners. He provides a substitute to take the 
punishment for us instead.  

"But still it is animals dying in our place!" Yes, but 
that was only temporary. All these lambs being 
sacrificed were pointing us to and preparing us for THE 
Lamb of God who would come and take away the sin of 
the world. Jesus Al-Masih, the eternal Word of God was 
that final sacrifice. He had been prepared as our 
sacrifice before the creation of the world. He was willing 
to be our substitute. Out of amazing love for us, his 
sinful creation, Jesus Christ laid down his perfect life 
taking on himself what our sins deserved. He was 
innocent but chose to carry the sin of the world. He then 
conquered death, sin and the grave by rising again from 
the dead. He is now alive to save and change those who 
come humbly to God trusting in his final sacrifice. 

Which son of Adam are you like? Like Habil, are you 
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trusting in God's provision for your forgiveness- the 
sacrifice of Jesus? Or are you like Qabil? You proudly try 
to work to please God through your good deeds and 
your own efforts.  

God has provided only one way to find his peace and 
forgiveness. He only accepts those who come by the 
'good way', the only way- through Jesus Al-Masih. 

 

 
Was Isa Ali Masih Only a Prophet?  

 

This comes to you from a believer in Almighty God who 
is concerned that we know and believe the truth about 
Huzrat Isa, God's Messiah. The Arabic proverb warns us 
of the danger of ignorance: "Blind in this world, blind 
in the next." We must believe and be certain about 
what God has told us about the Messiah Jesus. If we 
refuse his light and prefer the ideas of men we will be 
forever in the dark, in this life and the hereafter. Many 
people are not sure who He was, many have not be told 
the whole truth about this Unique Person. Some claim to 
honour him as a prophet of God. If he is merely a 
prophet how does one explain the following facts? 

His Birth was Unique 

Ishmael is called the son of Abraham and John the son 
of Zachariah. People inherit their names from their 
fathers. Why then is Christ called the son of Mary? Why 
did He take His mother's name? It was because He had 
no earthly father. Hundreds of years before, the 
Prophets foretold that He would be born of a virgin. As 
the Prophet Isaiah wrote 700 years before Christ's 
miracle birth: "The Lord himself will give you a sign: The 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 
will call Him Immanual (that is, 'God with us')." Isaiah 
7:14 

God made Adam our father from clay, and all of us are 
children of Adam, even all the Prophets. We are of the 
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earth: earthly. The Lord Jesus, however, came down 
from Heaven. He is called "Al Manzool", meaning "He 
who descended". He was pure and clean like the snow 
God sends. All others are like the earth: impure and 
unclean, stained by sin. Why was Christ born? What was 
his purpose? 

  

Two men once fell into a deep, slimy pit. One said to the 
other, "Can't you do something to save me and get me 
out of this dreadful hole ?" 

The other replied: "You idiot, how can I? I am in the 
same mess as you are!" 

They were both in the pit, and neither could help the 
other. 

Then they heard a voice from above calling them to grab 
hold of a rope. The man who wasn't in the pit was the 
only one who could help. Help came from above. 
  

The very best among the Prophets could not save us 
from the pit of our sin, only the Holy, pure Lord Jesus 
who was born of a virgin. He came from above, from 
God's holy presence to rescue the helpless. To save 
sinners. He was born to save you and me. 

His Character was Unique 

 

His Character was Unique 

He was perfect. He never once sinned. He never even made a mistake. 
There was no weakness in Him. He never had to ask for forgiveness. 
Every man who fears God must confess his sin and ask forgiveness. 
David did. So did Abraham. Another said that he asked forgiveness of 
God 70 times a day. Go ahead and search the Bible and the Qur'an. 
You won't find a single verse where Jesus asked for forgiveness for His 
sin. He did not need to. He had no sin. He was the only sinless one. 
His closest companions wrote about Him saying, "He had no sin, there 
was no sin in Him, he was without blemish or defect." There were 
many enemies of God who would have liked to accuse Christ Jesus of 
some sin or failing, but they could find nothing wrong in His life at all. 
He is beyond reproach. He is unique. He is more than a Prophet. 
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His Power was Unique 

We all know that He made the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame 
to walk. He even healed the leper and raised the dead. The question is 
"HOW did He do these wonderful things ?" Some have said, "He 
could only do it by God's permission." Is this true? This is not what 
God's Holy Scriptures say. Read for yourself what is recorded in the 
Injil - Matthew chapters 8 and 9 in the New Testament. 

A leper pleads for help, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me 
clean." 

Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man. " I am willing, be 
clean!" said Jesus and immediately he was cured of his leprosy. 
Matthew 8:1-3 

A Roman soldier experienced the healing of his servant, simply by the 
word of Christ. Matthew 8:5-13 

We read that many who were demon possessed and many who were 
sick were brought to Christ. The Lord Jesus, by His own power, drove 
out the evil spirits and healed the sick. Matthew 8:14-16 

Later, in a boat in the middle of a storm, scared disciples cried out to 
their master as waves swept over the sides, "Lord save us!" Christ 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and there was perfect calm. 
Amazed by this incredible display of power, His disciples asked each 
other, "What kind of a man is this? Even the winds and the waves 
obey Him!" Matthew 8:23-27 

His unique power is seen most, not in these miracles, but in His power 
to deal with our sins. A lame man was brought to Christ. Read if 
yourself in Matthew 9:1-8. 

"Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven," were the loving words of 
Christ the Saviour to this poor man. 

"Blasphemy!" thought the religious teachers. "Only God can forgive 
sins!" 

Christ read their minds and said to them, "...so that you may know 
that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins..." Then turning 
to the lame man, He said, "Get up, take your mat and go home!" 
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The amazed crowd saw that Christ not only had power to heal the 
body but also to save the soul. His unique power is the same today. 

Are you a forgiven person ? Christ is willing and able to deal with your 
wrong-doing. He alone can bring God's forgiveness. And we all need 
that! The old Arabic proverb tells us, "To err is human, to forgive is 
Divine", surely then The Lord Jesus Christ is more than a Prophet. 
Christ will touch you with His blessing if you turn to Him. As the poet 
wrote of Christ, "Your touch still has its ancient power." 

He is UNIQUE. And not just in these ways. We could think about many 
more ways in which Christ stands head and shoulders above every 
other person or Prophet. We just cannot put Christ in the same 
category as them. He is more than a Prophet. To treat Him as less 
than He is will only be an insult to Him and God. We only honour Him 
when we give Him the place that God has given Him, as the Holy Book 
says, "God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the 
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow." Philippians 2:9-10 

Have you given this Jesus the place He has every right to have in your 
life? 

The question is not, "will you bow your knee to Him?" But I ask you 
now, "when will you bow your knee to Him?" Here and now, willingly 
and gladly while He still gives you time? Or in eternity, when it will be 
too late? God will not receive you because you did not receive His 
Christ. 

What shame will cover the faces of those who leave it too late. He 
lovingly calls you now. Give Him your life.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://members.aol.com/alnour/prophet.html
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