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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.  Do you know where Christopher Columbus was from?

2.  Who do you think paid for his journeys to America?

3.  Do you know the names of his three ships?

4.  Where do you think he first landed?

5.  Why did Columbus call the native people that he met in America Indians?
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Christopher Columbus

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451 into a family of weavers. As a child he helped his 

father, and then as a young lad went to sea. He became an experienced sailor and moved to Portugal to find 

support for a journey he was planning. 

Columbus did not have ships or money.  He visited the courts of the kings and queens of Europe, asking for 

help. Finally Ferdinand and Isabella, the king and queen of Spain, agreed to give him money and three ships, 

the Pinta, the Nina and the Santa Maria.  The ships were small, and between them could carry 90 men.  

Columbus believed the earth was round, and that by sailing west he would find a quicker route to the East. He 

believed the earth was smaller than it is, and had no idea that America existed. In 1492, Columbus sailed from 

Spain with his three ships to find a route to India. 

After 10 weeks on the Atlantic Ocean, they sighted land and arrived on a small island in the Bahamas. 

Columbus named it San Salvador and claimed it for the king and queen of Spain. Columbus called everyone he 

met on the islands Indians because he was sure he had reached India.  But he was wrong. He had reached a 

group of islands near America. 

On Christmas Day 1492, the Santa Maria wrecked on a rock. Columbus transfered to the Nina, and left 39 crew 

members of the Santa Maria on the island of Hispaniola (now the Dominican Republic) to start a new 

settlement. He returned to Spain in March 1493, taking captured natives to prove he had reached a New World. 

He was warmly received by the royal court, and made Admiral of the Ocean Sea and Governor of the Indies.

Columbus made three more journeys across the Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean, still in search of India and the 

wealthy cities that he believed were nearby. Although he landed on the South American mainland, he never set 

foot on the mainland of North America.

He died in 1506.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

A.  True or False. Read the statements below. If the statement is true, write T beside the sentence. If it is

      false, write F. If it is false, correct the information.            

1.  Christopher Columbus was born in Spain.                ________

2.  The king of Spain gave Columbus money for his journeys.                       ________

3.  Columbus wanted to find America.                                             ________        

4.  King Ferdinand gave Columbus three large ships for his journeys.           ________                                  

5.  Columbus landed in North America in 1492.                ________      

           

B.  Practice asking and answering the following questions with your partner. Then write the answers in

     complete sentences.    

1. What did Columbus do before he became a sailor? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did he move to Portugal? _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the purpose of Columbus’ journeys? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella help Columbus? ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did Columbus call the people he met in America Indians? _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Why did Columbus take native Americans back to Spain with him? _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What kind of reception did he get when he returned to Spain? ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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VOCABULARY REVIEW

A.  Match the words on the left with the correct meaning on the right.   

_____ 1. weaver   a) trip   
_____ 2. lad    b) took by force
_____ 3. support   c) destroyed; ruined; caused destruction
_____ 4. royal               d) boy; young man
_____ 5. journey    e) rich
_____ 6. court    f) a person who makes cloth
_____ 7. exist    g) a person born in a place; original inhabitant
_____ 8. set foot (in, on)  h) be; be real
_____ 9. claimed   i) looking for
_____ 10. wrecked   j) help; give money and other necessities
_____ 11. settlement   k) go to 
_____ 12. captured   l) related to a king or queen
_____ 13. native   m) an officer in the navy
_____ 14. in search of   n) place where a king or queen lives
_____ 15. admiral   o) said that someone owned something
_____ 16. wealthy    p) a new place where people start to live

B.  Choose the correct word from the left column above to complete the following sentences. 
 
1.  The sailors must follow the orders of the   ___________________.
2.  Christopher Columbus was born in Italy, but he _________________  the land he found for the king and
     queen of Spain. 
3.  Many ships were ______________ in the terrible storm.
4.  His parents have promised to _______________ him while he is at university.
5.  He is a very ________________ man. He owns three houses, five cars and two boats.
6.  The police __________________ the bank robber three blocks from the bank. 
7.  The ______________ family of England lives at Buckingham Palace in London. 
8.  She is a _________________ of England, but now she lives in Canada. 
9.  After their terrible fight, she said she would never  _________________ in his house again.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Why do you think King Ferdinand supported Columbus in his journeys?

2.  Why do you think Columbus was so eager to find a route to India?

3.  What characteristics do you think the early explorers must have had?

4.  What kind of difficulties do you think they experienced on their journeys?

Notes:
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ANSWER KEY

PRE-READING QUESTIONS

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

A. True or False

1. F  2. T   3. F  4. F  5. F

B.  Written Answers

1. Before becoming a sailor, Columbus worked in the family business of weaving.

2. Columbus moved to Portugal to find support for a sailing journey he was planning.

3. Columbus believed the earth was round, and that by sailing west he would find a quicker passage to India.

4. King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain helped Columbus by giving him money and three ships, the Pinta, the

    Nina and the Santa Maria.

5. Columbus called everyone he met on the islands Indians because he was sure he had reached India.

6. He returned to Spain in March 1493, taking captured natives to prove he had reached a New World.

7. Columbus was warmly received by the royal court, and made Admiral of the Ocean Sea and Governor of the Indies.

VOCABULARY REVIEW

A.  Match the words

1. f  2. d  3. j  4. l  5. a  6. n  7. h  8. k 

9. o   10. c  11. p  12. b  13. g  14. i  15. m  16. e

B.  Choose the correct word

1. court    2. claimed  3. wrecked  4. support

5. wealthy  6. captured  7. royal   8. native  9. set foot in
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