
CHRISM MASS. The clergy together with Pasig Bishop Francisco San Diego pose before the cameras after the Chrism mass held at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral last April 1, 2010.  It is the most 
significant moment when the priests are one with the local Ordinary and renew their commitment to the priesthood.  Photo by Cristy Evidente.

PRAY FOR YOUR PRIESTS 
- BISHOP FRANCISCO

BY FR. JOSELITO JOPSON

PASIG CITY – Pasig Bis-
hop Francisco C. San Di-

ego implored the people to 
pray for their priests.
   Speaking before a multitude 
of parishioners at the Holy 
Thursday Chrism mass at the 
Immaculate Conception Ca-
thedral last March 31, 2010, 
the Bishop underscored the 
importance of the role of the 
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priests as highlighted in the 
Year of the Priests proclaimed 
by the holy Father, Pope Bene-
dict the XVI, also coinciding 
with the 150th birth anniver-
sary of the cure of Ars and the 
patron of parish priests, St. 
John Marie Vianney.
   “(St. John Marie Vianney) 
tried as a young priest to per-
form the ministry in the ad-
ministration of the sacraments, 
especially the sacrament of 

penance, which in turn, in hear-
ing confessions to people even 
from other parishes, many of 
them became Catholics,” the 
bishop narrated.
   The Bishop reminded the 
clergy or their role to be “Oth-
er Christ.” Quoting from St. 
John Vianney, “If I will meet 
a priest and angel, I will first 
greet the priest.  Why? What 
can the priest do what the angel 

AN URGENT APPEAL TO 
OUR ELECTORATE

On May 10, 2010, the Filipino people freely choose 
their leaders whom they expect to serve them, and 

whom they will hold accountable for their service to the 
people in the Republic of the Philippines.  Freedom in an 
election means no physical coercion, nor is threat or money 
used to influence or to buy votes.  Excessive campaign 
expenses in the past did not augur good and responsible 
governance.  
   In choosing leaders, the electorate should carefully study 
and match the traits of the candidates with the needs and 
issues the country today.  Two major and perennial issues 
haunting the country are poverty and government graft and 
corruption with such destructive mutuality, that as corrup-
tion increases, poverty worsens.
   Responsible voting, like stewarding one’s vote, begins 
with conscientious citizens meeting in serious groups, 
studying the traits needed for responsible leadership and 
weighing the candidate’s claim for personal integrity. 
   Among those candidates scrutinized by these groups of 
discerners will be God-fearing persons who are moral, not 
given to vices, reverent of life and its deserved decency, 
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HIV Issue: Variance amid Church and Government
MANILA - Uncertainty 

surmounts as the issue 
and enquiry still heats up be-
tween the Catholic Church and 
the Government regarding to 
the issue as to how to resolve 
population growth, pre-mari-
tal sex, unwanted pregnancy 
and the unbridled spreading of 
HIV (AIDS)
   Almost every day, this issue 
can always be seen through 
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Special Report

BY MARK LAVIEN INOCENCIO
various newspapers and news 
on television and in radio con-
taining the argument between 
the two rival sides, leaving its 
listeners and viewers the senti-
ment of vagueness as to whom 
is right or wrong. 
   This issue fires up when 
DOH (Department of Health) 
articulated that the human im-
muno-deficiency virus (HIV) 
cases increasing and causing 

panic that there have been over 
4,000 cases of HIV-AIDS in 
the country, according to Sec. 
Esperanza Cabral, Secretary 
of DOH.
   It also brought out another is-
sue  of a controversial bill, The 
House Bill 812 or the proposed 
Reproductive Health Care Act 
of 2008 the Catholic Church 
regards this as an anti-life bill 
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FR. LITO JOPSON

VATICAN CITY – The Holy 
Father, Pope Benedict XVI, 
released his message for the 
47th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations last April 25, 2010 
on the occasion of 4th Sun-
day of Easter, also known as 
Good Shepherd Sunday.
   The Holy Father chose the 
theme that coincides with the 
year of the priests: Witness 
awakens vocations.
   He indicated that vocation 
depends primarily of God, yet, 
it is also helped by the quality 
and depth of personal and com-
munal witness of those who al-

44 World Communications Day 

Place “digital media” at the service of 
the Word - Pope Benedict XVI

WARMEST Easter Greetings to one and all!
   The “Exultet,” in its attempt to capture the joy of Easter, 
triumphantly proclaims: “Rejoice, O earth, in shining splen-
dor, radiant in the brightness of your King! Christ has con-
quered (death)! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever!” 
   This traditional Easter Proclamation faithfully preserves 
and spreads the jubilant spirit of our Christian forefathers 
who personally witnessed the astonishing event of Christ’s 
rising from the dead. In fact, this remarkable event in hu-
man history is the summit of the Good News that Jesus 
preached—Christ our Lord conquered the power of death 
through His glorious resurrection. The Apostle Paul, so con-
sumed by this mysterious victory of life, declares in faith: 
“O death, where is your sting (1 Cor. 15:55)?” Truly, Christ 
has radically eradicated the ultimate source of fear, darkness, 
and human despair—Death.
   Noticeably, many Filipinos today are still cynical about 
progress and development. With the ascending rate of pover-
ty, electoral deceit, crime and violence, graft and corruption, 
abuse of natural resources and other forms of social evil, 

CBCP President delivers Easter message

VATICAN CITY – The Holy 
Father Pope Benedict XVI 
released his latest message 
for the 44th World Commu-
nications Day scheduled on 
May 16, the solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord.
   Dubbed with the theme 
“Priest and Pastoral Ministry 
in a Digital world: New Media 
at the Service of the Word”, 
the pope’s message coincides 
with the Catholic Church’s 
observance of the Year of the 
Priests to inspire them to use 
digital communications to 
“discover new possibilities for 
carrying out their ministry to 
and for the Word of God.”
   The Holy Father reminded 
the priests of their task “to pro-
claim the word of God and to 
foster communion, in Christ 
and with Christ.”
   “Priests stand at the thres-
hold of a new era: as new tech-
nologies create deeper forms 
of relationship across greater 
distances, they are called to re-
spond pastorally by putting the 
media ever more effectively at 
the service of the Word,” Pope 
Benedict explained.
   They are “challenged to pro-
claim the Gospel by employing 
the latest generation of audio-
visual resources (images, vid-
eos, animated features, blogs, 
web sites) which, alongside 
traditional means, can open up 
broad new vistas for dialogue, 
evangelization and cateche-
sis.”
   The Holy Father underscored 
the importance of learning the 
new technologies in semi-
nary formation.  “They will 
best achieve this aim if they 
learn, from the time of their 
formation, how to use these 
technologies in a competent 
and appropriate way, shaped 
by sound theological insights 
and reflecting a strong priestly 
spirituality grounded in con-
stant dialogue with the Lord.”
   But even then, Pope Bene-
dict clarified the importance 
of forming the priestly heart 
above technologies.
   “Priests present in the world 
of digital communications 
should be less notable for their 
media savvy than for their 
priestly heart, their closeness 
to Christ. This will not only 
enliven their pastoral outreach, 
but also will give a “soul” to 
the fabric of communications 
that makes up the “Web,” ex-
plained the Holy Father.
   Pope Benedict reminded 
the priests of their mission 

Photo courtesy of http://www.bloggingministry.com/2009/01/24/pope-goes-digital-with-own-youtube-channel/

Pope to priests: Witness awakens vocations
ready answered the Lord’s call 
to the ministerial priesthood 
and consecrated life. 
   “In the fullness of time, Je-
sus, sent by the Father (cf. Jn 
5:36), would bear witness to 
the love of God for all human 
beings, without distinction, 
with particular attention to the 
least ones, sinners, the outcast 
and the poor,”  said the Roman 
Pontiff.
   The Holy Father indicated 
three aspects of the life of a 
priest which he considers es-
sential for effective priestly 
witness - deep friendship with 
Christ, the complete gift of 
oneself to God, and the life of 

communion.
   The Holy Father said, “If 
the priest is a “man of God”, 
one who belongs to God and 
helps others to know and love 
him, he cannot fail to cultivate 
a deep intimacy with God, 
abiding in his love and making 
space to hear his Word. Prayer 
is the first form of witness 
which awakens vocations.”
   Furthermore, he explains, 
“The story of every vocation 
is almost always intertwined 
with the testimony of a priest 
who joyfully lives the gift of 
himself to his brothers and sis-
ters for the sake of the King-
dom of God.”

   Regarding the life of com-
munion, the Pope explains, 
“In a particular way the priest 
must be a man of communion, 
open to all, capable of gathe-
ring into one the pilgrim flock 
which the goodness of the 
Lord has entrusted to him, 
helping to overcome divisions, 
to heal rifts, to settle conflicts 
and misunderstandings, and to 
forgive offences.”
   The Holy Father calls on the 
young people to use this pre-
cious opportunity to reflect on 
their own vocations and to be 
faithful to Him in simplicity, 
trust, and complete openness.

naturally only a few can speak of 
hope for a better Philippines. The 
vast majority wallow in abject 
poverty. Electoral processes are 
manipulated by some influential 
politicians. Suffrage is curtailed by 
vote-buying-and-selling, various 
forms of threat, and erratic under-
standing of Utang na loob. 
   Extra judicial killings and mas-
sacres have become rampant. Our 
rainforests have turned into barren 
deserts due to illegal logging and indiscriminate mining. 
These are but only some of the gruesome faces of evil, 
leaving the nation in dire misery and hopelessness. Even so, 
why should we fear? In his annual Easter Message, Urbi et 
Orbi, the Holy Father Benedict XVI says: “By his rising, 
the Lord has not taken away suffering and evil from the 
world but has vanquished them at their roots by the super-

Continued on p. 3 
Continued on p. 7 
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Sa nalalapit na eleksyon, 
karapatan at responsi-

bilidad mo ang pumili ng 
mahusay at matuwid na ma-
mumuno. Sinasabi sa Biblia:  
“Kapag matuwid ang nama-
mahala; nagsasaya ang madla. 
Ngunit matamlay ang bayan 
kung ang pinuno ay masama.” 
(Kawikaan 29:2)
   Ayon sa Parish Pastoral 
Council for Responsible Vot-
ing o PPCRV, narito ang sam-

Pumili ng Matuwid ng lider - PPCRV
pung katangian ng matuwid na 
lider ayon sa biblia:
   MAY TAKOT SA DIYOS. 
Nahahayag sa buhay niya ang 
pagsunod sa Biblia. (2 Samuel 
23:3-4)
 MAY MALASAKIT AT 
PAGMAMAHAL SA ATING 
BAYAN. Tunay ba siyang 
mamamayang Pilipino “sa isip, 
sa salita at sa gawa”? (Deuter-
onomio 17:15)

   MAY KAKAYAHANG 
MAMUNO. Mayroon ba si-
yang kakayahang patakbuhin 
ang ipagkakatiwalang tungku-
lin sa kanya? (Genesis 41:37-
41)
   MAGALING MAMAHALA 
SA SARILING PAMILYA. 
Tapat sa kanyang asawa at 
anak, hindi alipin ng anumang 
bisyo at mataas ang antas ng 
moralidad. (1 Timoteo 3:4)

   MAY INTEGRIDAD. Hindi 
masusuhulan at makatotohan-
an sa mga salitang binibitiwan. 
(Deuteronomio 16:18-19)
   MASIPAG. Ginugugol ang 
panahon sa pagganap ng tung-
kulin. (Roma 12:11)
   MATUWID. Hindi nangun-
gurakot sa bayan at di nasa-
sangkot sa katiwalian. (Awit 
89:14)
   HINDI SAKIM. Magpapaya-

man ba siya sa maling paraan? 
Gagamitin ba niya ang kan-
yang posisyon para yumaman? 
(Kawikaan 29:4)
   TINUTUPAD ANG SINA-
SABI. Mayroong isang salita 
sa pagtupad ng pangakong 
binitiwan. May kakayahang 
ipatupad kung ano ang tama. 
May lakas ng loob at pagpapa-
kumbaba na tanggapin ang ka-
malian at ito ay itama. (Kawi-
kaan 25:14)
   WALANG PINAPANI-
GAN. Maaasahang magiging 
patas sa anumang pagpapasya. 
(Kawikaan 31:8-9)
   Narito naman ang Sampung 
utos sa tamang pagboboto: 
   1.  Bumoto ka ayon sa sina-
sabi ng iyong kunsensiya. 
   2.  Igalang mo ang kapasiya-
han ng iba sa pagpili ng kan-
didato.  
   3.  Kilalanin mo ang pag-
katao, kakayahan at mga ka-
tangiang mga kandidatong hu-
mihingi ng iyong boto.  
   4.  Alamin mo ang isyu,  
plataporma at programa ng 
mga kandidato at partidong tu-
matakbo sa halalan.  
   5.  Huwag mong ipagbibili 
ang iyong boto.  
   6.  Huwag mong iboboto ang 
kandidatong gumagamit ng 
GUNS, GOONS, GOLD.  
   7.  Huwag mong iboboto ang 
kandidatong may rekord ng 
graft at Corruption. 
   8.  Huwag mong iboboto 
and kandidato dahil lamang sa 
utang na loob, popularidad o 
pakikisama.  
   9.  Huwag mong iboboto and 
kandidatong imoral at mabi-
syo sa kanyang personal na 
buhay.  
   10. Isaalang-alang mo nang 
una at higit sa lahat ang kapa-
kanan ng bayan sa pagpili ng 
kandidatong iboboto. 

Local news

“to build a vast and real fel-
lowship, and to testify in 
today’s world to the new life 
which comes from hearing 
the Gospel of Jesus, the eter-
nal Son who came among us 
for our salvation.”  However, 
the Pope reminded the priests 
that the ultimate fruitfulness 
of their ministry comes from 
Christ himself, “encountered 
and listened to in prayer; pro-
claimed in preaching and lived 
witness; and known, loved and 
celebrated in the sacraments, 
especially the Holy Eucharist 
and Reconciliation.”
   Pope Benedict XVI described 
the digital technologies as the 
new “agorà”, i.e.,  a new meet-
ing place or a convergence for 
the current media.

44th World Communications, p.  2  
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school coordinators, to submit relevant 
articles each month to catechize our 
faithful on the various issues affecting 

 

“Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking 
for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 

for he has been raised…” (Mt. 28:5-6). This is core of 
our Christian Faith, this is the good news of Easter: The One crucified for 
our sins has been raised from the dead. The power of unconditional love has 
triumphed over the force of hatred; the power of light has overshadowed the 
darkest night; the power of grace has won over the evil of sin. As we face our 
day-to-day works and struggles, we are full of hope that victory is just around 
the corner. We are inspired to go on and take the extra mile of loving even our 
enemies. We are urged to forgive and forget even if the wounds are still fresh 
and deep. We are exhorted to start again after a major fall comforted with the 
thought that the first words of Christ after the resurrection is “Peace be with 
you!” With the Risen Christ on our side, we shall overcome all the odds.

In behalf of the Clergy of Pasig and our Lay Leaders, I would like to greet 
each one: “A Blessed Celebration of Easter!”

As the election campaign near its 
end, all hell breaks lose in Philip-

pine politics as mudslinging and black 
propaganda fill up the media outlets.
   The recent fiasco was the press con-
ference of Nanay Curing together with 
Manny Villar’s sisters.  Though this un-
fortunate conference received the flack 
of thousands of Filipinos, the publicists 
even sweetened and converted this into 
a political ad.
   The document of the Church “The 
Ethics of Advertising” should give us 
a clear idea on proper role     adver-
tising gives the public:  “In doing so, 
the Church stresses the responsibility 
of media to contribute to the authentic, 
integral development of persons and to 
foster the well-being of society. The 
information provided by the media is at 
the service of the common good. Soci-
ety has a right to information based on 
truth, freedom, justice and solidarity.”
   Regarding political advertising. it 
can make its contribution by infor-
ming people about the ideas and policy 
proposals of parties and candidates, in-
cluding new candidates not previously 
known to the public.
   Negatively, political advertising can 
obstruct proposals and ideas. “This 
happens when, for example, the costs 
of advertising limit political competi-
tion to wealthy candidates or groups, 
or require that office-seekers compro-
mise their integrity and independence 
by over-dependence on special inter-
ests for funds.”
   “Such obstruction of the democratic 
process also happens when, instead 
of being a vehicle for honest exposi-
tions of candidates’ views and records, 
political advertising seeks to distort 
the views and records of opponents 
and unjustly attacks their reputations. 
It happens when advertising appeals 
more to people’s emotions and base in-
stincts — to selfishness, bias and hos-
tility toward others, to racial and ethnic 

prejudice and the like — rather than 
to a reasoned sense of justice and the 
good of all.”
    We have witnessed how the poor, 
the children, and the elderly were used 
for the sake of creating sympathy votes 
for a candidate. What do these ads say 
about the values of the candidate run-
ning for the highest post of the land?
   Advertising should “respect the hu-
man person, his right duty to make a 
responsible choice, his interior free-
dom; all these goods would be violated 
if man’s lower inclinations were to be 
exploited, or his capacity to reflect and 
decide compromised.”
    That being said, we leave it to the 
public what kind of leader we will put 
to Malacanang since in just a short 
time, we have seen how they have ma-
nipulated and abused the voiceless to 
fit their own selfish ends.  The voting 
public should be aware of any manipu-
lations done to them before things are 
too late and that we will spend another 
six years worse than all previous years 
we’ve spent suffering from the clutches 
of corrupt regimes.

* *  *
The new direction of Daloy
   Heeding the late Pope John Paul 
II’s call to use mass media to evan-
gelize, we thank the generous people 
who have helped us come up with this 
initial issue of our Diocesan Tabloid, 
“Daloy”; those who have painstakingly 
attended our meetings; those who have 
written articles even though they were 
not published, and finally, those who 
have shed off their hard-earned peso 
just to be able to distribute Daloy to the 
parishes free of charge.
   The aim of Daloy is to inform the 
latest goings-on in the parishes, minis-
tries, and schools, not to mention the 
latest communications coming from 
the Chancery office.  Secondly it aims 
to form people through Catechesis as 
well as inform them of the latest up-

In 2007, a survey among the clergy of 
the Diocese of Pasig was conducted 

to identify their needs and concerns.
   July 2008, the “PADGENPAS” or 
the Pasig Diocesan General Assem-
bly was held and participated in by the 
clergy, religious and the laity. In this 
assembly, clergy concerns based on 
the survey were presented to the par-
ticipants for review, assessment and 
recommendations. As a result we came 
up with four major concerns. A 3-year 
plan was drawn by the Commission on 
Clergy to address them.  THE FOUR 
MAJOR CONCERNS ARE:
   PRAYER - the need to maintain a 
sense of union with the Lord; SECU-
RITY - concerns are on health old age, 
retirement; UPDATING - the need to 
be continuously informed and updated 
so that we are able to respond to the 
changing needs of the times; and RE-
LATIONSHIP - with bishops and 
brother-priests.
   In summary, we have implemented 
the programs that were defined to ad-
dress the clergy concerns. Moving 
forward, these programs will be con-
tinually done and reviewed even as we 
expect positive results.
   We thank our parishioners and friends 
for their love, continuous prayers and 

support.
   We also would like to take this op-
portunity to thank and congratulate the 
families who have opened their homes 
to the clergy of different dioceses du-
ring the 2nd National Congress of the 
Clergy. We appreciate very much your 
journeying with our priests as you spend 
time together in prayer and faith expe-
riences. Most especially the moments 
they shared with your family, though 
for a limited time, had surely brought 
in an aura of Christ’s presence.
   Indeed it was a grace-filled week long 
retreat for all the clergy of the Philip-
pines. The Spirit was truly at work. As 
Fr. Cantalamesa mentioned on the very 
first day of the encounter, he would en-
trust everything to the guidance and in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit. Truly, his 
insights have provided us priests with 
a deeper meaning to our priesthood,  
paving the way to a more meaningful 
and lively celebration of the sacra-
ments and encounter with Christ in our 
people.
   We hope and pray that we keep fo-
cused on the congress theme “Faith-
fulness of Christ, faithfulness of the 
Priest” and so live out our calling to be 
builders of communion. As our motto 
goes “THAT ALL MAY BE ONE.”

Fr. Joselito Jopson

Political ads reflect the 
kind of leadership

Mediatalk

Fr. Orly Cantillon
Vicar General

Message

Fr. Mar Baranda
Clergy concerns

Addressing the needs of the 
Clergy

 BY MARK LAVEIN INNOCENCIO

Opinion
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dates coming from the Diocese and its 
ministries. 
   Thus, I invite all ministers, priests 
and lay coordinators, religious and 
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    It may seem odd for the Catholic Church to issue a docu-
ment incorporating Family and Life and choosing the next set 
of leaders after the May 2010 elections. How are they related 
in the first place?
   The fact is that condom and pill advocates and producers are 
pushing to make their products legal and seemingly necessary 
by influencing legislators and even government to issue laws 
that would make pro-life advocates look like criminals.
   The Department of Health already succeeded in distributing 
free condoms last Valentines day claiming that their use would 
prevent the spread of HIV. But according to Dr. Angie Agu-
irre, a bioethician and a consultant of the CBCP Commission 
on Family and Life, such move would only propagate promis-
cuity among young people and encourage extramarital rela-
tions, not to mention the percentage of condom’s failure rate to 
curb HIV infections.
   Regarding contraceptives like IUD and pills, these are clear-
ly abortifacients rather than contraceptives. These products 
would consequently pave the way for the legalization of abor-
tion, a necessary backup for the failure of these products do 
what they are supposed to do in the first place.
   From the point of view of marketing, producers would ag-
gressively influence government and legislature for its very 
survival by providing a barrage of created needs just to justify 
business existence, from curbing population to health reasons. 
But the main motivation is to find their way into the market 
without any hindrance or feeling of guilt whatsoever.
   Such aggression hurts the moral fiber of every person and 
family now and in the next generation. Once approved, Catho-
lic practitioners and other persons who in their conscience op-
pose to the use of such products would now being considered 
criminals. Why should we be punished because of our moral 
convictions? And why would a third child suffer being a liabil-
ity simply because he/she is unwanted? Who are we to give 
those judgments?
   RH bill and the 2010 elections
   It is imperative then to choose our next leaders based on 
their moral convictions to promote the family, life, decency, 
and morals instead of simply curbing population which by 
now is considered a myth because this world is rapidly aging 
because of the contraceptive mentality.
   The document states that “it would not be permissible to 
vote for candidates who support anti-family policies, including 
reproductive health which negatively connotes the promotion 
of abortifacients and inflict penalties for parents who do not 
allow their adolescent children to engage in sexual acts, etc. or 
any other moral evil such as abortion, divorce, assisted suicide, 
and euthanasia. Otherwise one become an accomplice to the 
moral evil in question.”
   It is important to stress that future leaders should be cho-
sen not only on the basis of eradicating poverty by promising 
homes and money; but rather, on the intense desire to strength-
en morality especially in the areas of family, life, and honest 
governance. Then we won’t have to think about using these 
undesirable contraceptives in the first place. 

Editorial

Catechism for family and 
life on the 2010 elections: a 

moral imperative
Mayo na naman, panahon ng pa-

mumukadkad ng mga bulaklak 
na may iba’t ibang kulay at halimuyak. 
Tamang-tama sa ating mga Katoliko 
ang buwang ito ay tinatawag natin na 
Flores de Mayo - ang pag-aalay ng mga 
magagandang bulaklak sa ating Mahal 
na Inang si Maria.
   Ang ating Mahal na Inang Maria ay 
nararapat lamang na alayan ng mga 
bulaklak dahil sa kanyang papel na 
ginagampanan sa ating kasaysayan ng 
Kaligtasan. Dahil sa kanyang “oo” nail-
igtas ang mundo sa pagkakatawang-tao 
ng  ating Panginoong Hesukristo na 
nagdala ng kaligtasan sa sanlibutan.  
Tayo ang nakikinabang sa kaligtasang 
ito.   Dahil sa tinatamasa nating kalig-
tasan nararapat lamang na ating pasa-
lamatan at papurihan ang ating Mahal 
na Inang si Maria kahit sa pamamagi-
tan ng pag-aalay ng mga naggaganda-
hang mga bulaklak.
   Tayo ay nasa panahon pa rin ng 
Pasko ng Muling Pagkabuhay ng ating  

Fr. Maico Rescate

Panginoong Hes-
ukristo.  Ito rin ay panahon ng pamu-
mukadkad ng mga bulaklak sa parang. 
Ito’y tanda ng pakikiisa sa kasiyahang 
dala ng kanyang Muling Pagkabuhay.
   Ang naggagandahang bulaklak ay nag-
bibigay-kasiyahan sa ating kapaligiran. 
Kaya naman sa ating mga Katoliko ang 
pag-aalay natin ng bulaklak kay Maria 
ay tanda ng ating masayang        pasa-
salamat at pagpupuri sa Kanya.
   Hindi maubos-ubos ang ating masa-
yang pasasalamat at pagpupuri sa ating 
Mahal na Ina, kaya naman isang buwan 
ng Mayo ang lahat ng uri ng nagga-
gandahang bulaklak ay ating iniaalay. 
Sa katunayan hindi natin mapapanta-
yan ang ginawa ng ating Mahal na Ina 
sa kasaysayan ng kaligtasan. Ngunit sa 
ating munting kakayahan ipinapakita 
natin ang pag-aalay ng bulaklak bilang 
pasasalamat sa Kanya.
   Mahal na Inang Maria, maraming 
salamat, nawa ang halimuyak ng mga 
naggagandang bulaklak ng Mayo ay 
mapapasaiyo!

One of the questions that most 
young adults of the cyber age ask 

is where successful marriages start and 
how a happy and fulfilling family life 
can be achieved.  Too often they see 
struggling young married couples and 
even middle-aged couples crumble un-
der the pressure of societal and moral 
changes affecting the family today. 
Many engaged couples postpone get-
ting married or they don’t get married 
at all simply because they see their 
elders miserable in their married life. 
And they decide to just “live-in” where 
separation is easy if marriage expecta-
tions are not met.
   Perhaps if we take a closer look at 
the real meaning of marriage, all these 
anxieties about how to make marriage 
last will be diminished if not totally 
erased. 
   In the first place marriage is not 
“man-made.” It was God Himself who 
established marriage in the Garden of 
Eden when He said, “It is not good for 
man to be alone. I will make a suit-
able companion to help him.” (Genesis 
2:18) And so while the man was sleep-
ing, God took out one of the man’s 
ribs. He formed a woman out of the rib 
and brought her to him. (Genesis 2:22) 
Upon seeing the woman, the man said, 
“At last, here is one of my own kind, 
bone taken from my bone, and flesh 
from my flesh. Woman is her name be-
cause she was taken out of man.” (Gen-
esis 2:23) 
   In the New Testament, Christ raised 
marriage to the dignity of a sacrament 
when He performed His first miracle 
in the marriage in Cana. (Mark 2:1-12)  
Thus through the sacrament of mar-
riage administered to the spouses by 
the Church, the spouses do not only 

Tony and Tita Kosca

receive 
an in-
c r e a s e 
of sanc-
tifying grace but have the guarantee of 
God’s special help and of all the graces 
they will need in their new life as hus-
band and wife, as father and mother.     
   In his book “Theology of the Family,” 
Maurice Eminyan, S.J. mentioned that 
the sacrament of marriage “leaves the 
imprint of God not only on the souls 
of the spouses themselves, but on their 
union and on their entire conjugal life 
as it develops in the newly formed fam-
ily. The life that man and wife share to-
gether in marriage, both between them-
selves and with their children, reflects 
God’s love for His people and exudes 
beauty all around.”
   Furthermore, he writes, “For a man 
and woman to dispose themselves 
entirely to each other – to love and 
to cherish till death do them part – is 
something that can only be done in the 
highest venture of love and trust. And 
as their trust in each other grow and 
mature they experience in themselves 
God’s fidelity. As a consequence, their 
trust in God goes on growing stron-
ger.”
   Each of the marriage symbols used 
in the wedding ceremony has a par-
ticular message to the couples. They 
are reminders that the wedding day is 
only the beginning of forever. To wed 
is a will and a decision to love without 
counting the cost.   The rings symbo-
lize unending and unconditional love.  
In simple terms, it means loving each 
other “in spite of, not because of.” The 
arrhae reminds them that they are ste-
wards of God’s unending generosity. 
The use of one veil is a reminder that 

Halimuyak ng mga bulak-
lak ng Mayo

Three to get married

Family and life
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gamit ng bulaklak papel o banderitas ang 
nagpapakita lamang ng kanyang lubos na 
kasanayan.   
   Kung ano pa man ang pagiging masusi 
nito sa paggawa, ang palaspas ay nahahati 
sa dalawang parte:  ang kanyang hawakan 
at ang sariwang palapa na pulos ng pala-
muti.  Ang kanyang hawakan ay kada-
lasan hugis puso o ito ay habing banig.     
Sa kabilang dako naman, ang sariwang 
palapa ay napapalamutian ng mga habing 
korteng tipaklong, tala, kidlat, bola, lang-
gam o kaya mga pulos na makulay na 
banderitas.
   Ito ang diin at layunin ng tanghal at 
naging lubos na mapalad ang Diyosesis 
ng Pasig na napiling pagdarausan ng 
pangalawang yugto ng naglalakbay na 
exhibit na nagtatampok sa katipunan ng 
mga palaspas na naipon ni ginoong Elmer 
Nocheseda at ang kanyang ginang na 
si Dra. Naomi Sotto-Nocheseda.   Ang 
magkabiyak ay nangolekta ng mga palaspas sa mahabang panahon mula sa ibat-
ibang lugal ng Pilipinas.
Ang pagtatanghal ng palaspas ay pinamagatang  Palaspas Lenten Passion: 
Faith and the Filipino Palm Leaf Art na nagbukas nuong 19 Marso, 2010 sa 
Museo Diocesano de Pasig, pangalawang palapag ng kumbento ng Katedral ng 
Inmaculada Concepcion.  Ang pagtatanghal ay itinaguyod ng Museo Arkidiyo-
sesis ng Maynila at ng Manila Archdiocesan Commission for the Cultural Heri-
tage of the Church sa kanilang pakikipagtulungan sa Katedral na Inmaculada 

Concepcion at binigyan ng 
buhay ng Museo Diocesano 
de Pasig sa pamamagitan 
ng Pasig Commission for 
the Cultural Heritage of the 
Church.  

   Malugod na Pagbati at Pag-
dating ang ipinasalubong sa mensahe ng Kura Paroko ng Katedral ng Imaculada 
Concepcion at Chancellor ng Diyosesis ng Pasig na si Reverendo Padre Roy 
M. Rosales sa lahat ng dumalo sa pagdiriwang.  Nagbigay ng mensahe rin ang 
direktor ng Museo Arkiyodiyosesis ng Maynila na si Reverendo Padre Albert 
Flores at ito ay binasa ng kaniyang kinatawan na si Emcee Clavel.  Binigyang 
linaw naman ni ginoong Elmer Nocheseda sa kanyang mensahe kung ano ang 
kahalagahan ng 
katipunan ng 
koleksyon ng 
palaspas at ang 
kulturang yaman 
taglay.
   Ang tampok na 
pangunahing pan-
dangal sa nasa-
bing pagtatanghal 
ay ang kasalukuy-
ang presidenta ng 
Philippine Asso-
ciation of  Muse-
ums, Inc.(PAMI) 
na si Ms. Gina 
Barte na naggupit ng laso sa pagbubukas ng tangal .  Ang mga nagsipagtulong 
sa kanya ay sina Dra. Naomi Sotto-Nocheseda, Ms. Andrea Edang, ang nagtatag 
ng PAMI, ang kilalang alagad ng sining na si ginoong Fred Baldemor, at si Fr. 
Roy M. Rosales.    Natapos nuong 4 ng Abril ang pagtatanghal. 

Palaspas, palaspas, 
Paano ka ginawa?

Isang araw bago sumapit ang Domingo de Ramos o Araw ng mga Palas-
pas, nakikitang nagsisigawa ng magdamagan ang maraming tao na 

walang kapaguran na humahabi ng palapa ng niyog sa kapaligiran ng 
mga simbahan.    
    Ito ang naging kaugalian ng mga Pilipino sa pagdaraos ng pagdatal ng ating 
Panginoon sa Jerusalem lampas dalawang libong taon na ang nakararaan.  Sa 
maraming Pilipino, ang paghahabi ng palapa ay marahil na dala ng mga Kastila 

sa paggunita ng araw 
ng palaspas kagaya 
rin naman yaong dala 
nilang relihiyong 
Katolika o at kaya’y 
mga tradisyon.   
Ngunit ayon sa manan-
aliksik at istoryador 
ng Pateros na si Elmer 
Nocheseda, naitala ni 
Fray Juan de Placen-
cia nuong 1589 “na 
kapag ginagayakan ng 
mga unang Pilipino ng 
adornong pangkapis-
tahan na kung tawagin 

ay pandot or samba sa bahay ng kanilang pinuno, sa gitna ng bahay ay naglala-
gay sila ng isang lampara na ang palamuti ay mula sa dahon ng puting palapa, 
na habi sa maraming hugis.”  Ang disenyo ng palaspas na habing Pilipino ay 
katulad din ng mga matatagpuan sa Bali, Indonesia.  Ito ay nagpapahiwatig na 
ang paghabi natin ay napapareho sa unang paglala ng mga ninuno natin sa mga 
bansang karatig.
   Labas ng ating pagpapakita ng angking kabanalan, ang paglalala ng palaspas 
ay nagpapakita rin ng ating natatanging sining at pagkamalikhain.  Ang ating 

pagiging sanay sa 
paghabi ay katangi-
tangi.  Nakapag-
tataka kung paano 
nila naihuhubog ang 
sariwang palapa ng 
niyog o buri sa isang 
naiiba at maka-
hulugang pamama-
raan.  Ang kanyang 
piling paggamit ng 
makulay at mapala-
muting disenyo sa 
marangyang pag-

By Bro. Antonio S. Miguel, 
Curator, Museo Diocesano de Pasig

Heritage

“Labas ng ating pagpapakita ng angk-
ing kabanalan, ang paglalala ng palaspas 
ay nagpapakita rin ng ating natatanging 

sining at pagkamalikhain.”

our faith and the life of the Diocese 
of Pasig.
   Thirdly, we aim to transform the very 
heart of our faith and make it fruitful 
in our daily lives.  We hope that every 
content of Daloy would serve as food 
for our faithful, to enrich their lives, 
to give voice to the voiceless, to bring 
hope to the poor, and to “proclaim the 
year of favor from the Lord.”
   Finally, we appeal to all generous 
benefactors, individuals and compa-
nies to support the efforts to bring 
about a dynamic means for the Good 
news to reach out to 1.5 million pop-
ulation in the areas of Pasig City, 
Taguig City and the municipality of 
Pateros free of charge.

   As we celebrate the World Day of 
Communications this May 16, 2010, 
let us pray for a fruitful media ministry 
up ahead.  May God bless the work we 
have begun!

Jopsan, p. 4 

Family and life, p. 5

marriage is a community of love and 
life. The yugal stresses unity and team-
work. They should pull together at the 
same pace if they are to move forward 
in the same direction. The lighted can-
dles symbolize Christ’s unselfish love 
which consumes itself to give light. 
   Couples have to rethink the real rea-
sons why they want to get married and 
what they expect from marriage and 
family life. What has been printed on 

these pages is what God wants. The 
message behind each marriage symbol 
is hard to follow, given the situation of 
the family today. But no mountain is 
hard to climb because nothing is im-
possible with God. As the title of Bi-
shop Fulton Sheen’s book says, it takes 
three to get married : MAN, WOMAN 
and GOD.

that spells D.E.A.T.H., an acronym for 
death, euthanasia, abortion, two-chil-
dren policy, and homosexuality.
Fight heats up
   The Catholic Church through its head, 
the CBCP or the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines, opposes 
the way government acts in response to 

HIV, p. 1

the issue. The DOH condom-distribu-
tion program may lead to imperil the 
people’s moral values. 
    The Bishops urge the faithful to heed 
the Church teachings regarding  the 
sanctity of life, the importance of the 
sacrament of marriage, and the adher-
ence to natural means of regulating 
births.  Meanwhile, hostile groups sup-
porting Cabral insist on the separation 
of Church and State.
Resolving the issue
   With a possible stalemate up ahead, it 
is up to the next President of the coun-
try to carry the burden of clarifying the 
real issue, to see it in the light of faith, 
and  to make a firm decision to fight 
for life. 
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couldn’t? That is the celebra-
tion of the Holy Eucharist.”
   The bishop also advised the 
faithful to call for the priests 
when there is a dying member 
of the family.
   He also prohibited hold-
ing of funeral masses during 
Sundays.  “The Sunday mass 
is for the living, not for the 

Bishop Francisco, p. 1 dead.  Funeral masses are not 
held on Mondays because of 
the people’s superstitious be-
liefs,” clarified the bishop. 
   The summary of the obli-
gation of the priest is “cura 
animarum”, that is, the care 
of souls.  “The disciples were 
sent by God to different places 
to preach the word, so we have 
to preach and care for souls,” 

the bishop reminds his priests.
   “Why be ashamed? Is it 
shameful to save souls?  That 
is one way you have a mem-
ber of the family, call on the 
priests of the church. Why? He 
will give the last rite to the sick 
person to enter to heaven.”
   He also reminded the faithful 
of their responsibility to save 
souls.  “It is necessary for the 

consistent true friends of the poor, and ever protective of the 
integrity of creation (friend of the world ecology), simple and 

humble and who are good ex-
amples for responsible Filipino 
citizenship.
  These groups of conscientious 
citizens will not only scrutinize 
candidates and weigh their 
personal choice  and options; 
they should also become groups 
of praying citizens who ask 
the Lord’s guidance for their 
choice.  Needless to say, like 
the entire country, we should all 
pray for a peaceful election and 
a unified people before, during, 
and after the election.
   May the Lord and His mother 
bless and protect our country, 
because they know that as a 
God- fearing nation, we also 
love our people.  God love and 
bless us al!
   (Sgd.) The Archbishop and 
Bishops of the Metropolitan 
Ecclesiastical Province:  Gaud-
encio Cardinal Rosales, Arch-
diocese of Manila; Bernardino 
Cortez, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Manila; Broderick Pabillo, aux-
iliary Bishop of Manila; Jesse 
Mercado, bishop of Paranaque; 
Honesto Ongtioco, Bishop of 
Cubao; Gabriel Reyes, Bishop 
of Antipolo; Francisco San 
Diego, Bishop of Pasig; Antonio 
Tobias, Bishop of Novaliches; 
Bishop Leo Drona, Bishop of 
San Pablo;   Bishop Antonio 
Tagle, bishop of Imus; Bishop 
Francis de Leon – auxiliary 
bishop of Antipolo; Deogracias 
Iniguez – Bishop of Kalookan; 
Jose Francisco Oliveros – Bi-
shop of Malolos

lay apostolate to save souls.  This is what you have neglected.  
Because when I ask (the lay), ‘Did the deceased receive the last 
sacrament?’ The common answer is that they are ashamed, be-
cause people might think the member will die.”  
   The mass was attended by all the priests of the diocese of Pa-
sig together with guest priests and the lay people representing 
the parishes.

Urgent appeal, p. 1

the issue. The DOH condom-distribu-
tion program may lead to imperil the 
people’s moral values. 
    The Bishops urge the faithful to heed 
the Church teachings regarding  the 
sanctity of life, the importance of the 
sacrament of marriage, and the adher-
ence to natural means of regulating 
births.  Meanwhile, hostile groups sup-
porting Cabral insist on the separation 
of Church and State.
Resolving the issue
   With a possible stalemate up ahead, it 
is up to the next President of the coun-
try to carry the burden of clarifying the 
real issue, to see it in the light of faith, 
and  to make a firm decision to fight 
for life. 

CBCP, p. 2

abundance of his grace.” By 
his death Jesus has crushed and 
triumphed over the iron-clad 
law of death, eliminating its 
poisonous root for ever. 
   However dark the horizon 
may seem, today we celebrate 
the radiant triumph of Easter 
joy. We are now children of 
resurrection! Let no one yield 
to dismay and lack of trust! We 
hold in our hearts the very foun-
dation of Hope. Christ is risen! 
Christ is alive in our midst; 
truly present in the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist. In and with 
Him, the journey through life 
gets brighter, not darker. People 
going through great crisis find 
comfort in His presence. He 
comes to us as answer to our 
tears over death. 
   In this season of Easter, as 
we continue to contemplate 
the Lord’s resurrection, we let 
the Holy Spirit bring us to that 
glorious event where we may 

Continued on p. 11
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Our socio-economic situation to-
day is less than in a desperate 

condition. 
   Nearly seven decades after World 
War II, we should have proven our 
advancement to be a major business 
enterprise in Asia as we started achiev-
ing them in the 1950’s and 1960’s. 
Indeed, we were envy in the eyes of 
Asian countries. Even China then was 
a country populated by millions of 
ragged peasants and a society of jobless 
opportunity. India was divided by reli-
gious political conflicts that resulted to 
death of thousands; and about millions 
were injured victims for their bloodi-
est war    following the separation of 
their Muslim kin in naming their own 
state as Pakistan.  South Korea, after 
the Korean War, was also divided and 
confounded.  Japan, though already in 
focal market even before World War 
II, was also in misery from the anguish 
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Thailand, Malaysia, 
Laos, Singapore and Taiwan and other 
countries were existent of terra firma 
where nobody cared. And Vietnam?  
This country was a trophy of colonial 
greed.  
   We were truly able to function well 
after the promulgation of our 1935 Con-
stitution and at the same time blessed 
with real leaders and servants of de-
mocracy. We were able to savor the 
fruits of our post-colonial sun, though 
not absolutely, but at least we were per-
forming independently. Our diplomacy 
was truly a model for our neighboring 
countries and our presidential system 
was an effective contrivance of our po-
litical success. Aside from our English 
literacy, our educational system also 
attracted students from neighboring 

 Depicting the 2010 Political Scenario
Fr. Jhun Sanchez

countries. Our country also became the 
center of agricultural merchandise and 
worthy to mention, our miracle rice be-
came the agricultural pride of our na-
tion. We were exceptionally a nucleus 
for progress. During those days, our so-
ciety was almost an index of economic 
stability and political success. But our 
wonderful stories ended there. The rest 
remains on hope and fate. Today, we 
are now experiencing the opposite. 
   As we reach the era of globalization 
and high-end technology, our economy 
is squatting at the bottom and the virtue 
of democracy is frantically abused. As 
a consequence, 30 percent of the Phil-
ippines’ 90 million populations live in 
poverty to date.  Because of joblessness 
and lack of employment opportunities, 
millions of Filipinos leave their homes 
to venture in professions abroad. Yet 
despite the desperate situation we are 
in, many of our supposedly servant-
leaders are taking advantage of their 
positions to the point of being political 
grafters and cheaters. 
   With this scenario, it is an opportune 
time for us to think and reflect about 
the forthcoming May 2010 Polls. Fol-
lowing are facts that we should con-
sider in order to be able to make an in-
telligent vote on May 10. Allow me to 
introduce these facts with my favorite 
tag line: “For the First Time.”
   1. For the first time, the Philippines 
will have Automated Elections. 
   The notion of computerization in 
election should be clear to us. There 
are fears and uneasiness that this May 
Polls will be difficult because it re-
quires computer literacy.  Yes, the 
tabulation of votes will be automated 
yet the actual casting of votes will still 
be done manually. Voters will be given 

pre-printed bal-
lots.  They will 
mark their pre-
ferred candidates 
by shading the 
circles beside the 
names of their 
choice. The bal-
lots are then fed 
into a Precinct 
Count Optical 
Scanner or PCOS 
machine, where 
votes are auto-
matically tallied. 
The counting ma-
chines will trans-
mit Election Re-
turns in encrypted 
form, and will 
print out   copies 
for the various 
political parties, 
group media and 
the COMELEC’s 
Citizens’ Arm so 
they can cross-
check manually.
   It is expected 
that the automa-
tion system would 

minimize human intervention in the 
process and thus, reduce allegations of 
fraud. It would speed up the process 
such that the results will be available 
within two days instead of the several 
weeks as in past elections.
   Given this context that we will have 
automated elections, we must be proac-
tive to find out how the system works, 
and to understand how we will actually 
cast our votes. In doing this, we will be 
able to make all the necessary prepara-
tions to ensure that we will do the right 
thing on the day of elections. More-
over, while automated election has a 
lot of advantages and is more preferred 
than a pure manual voting system, we 
must bear in mind that it is still not fool-
proof. As such, we need to continue to 
be vigilant in making sure that we will 
have clean and honest elections.
   2.  For the first time, the outgoing 
president of the country is running for 
Congress. President Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo is seeking a seat in the next 
Congress representing the second dis-
trict of Pampanga.  She explained that 
she decided to run because of her desire 
to pursue public service in response to 
the “clamor” of her province mates.
   Many people find it peculiar that 
someone who has already held the high-
est position in the country would opt to 
run for a lower position in the govern-
ment. This raises questions about Mrs. 
Arroyo’s intentions for running. There 
are talks about greed, hunger for pow-
er, and a grand plan of continuing to 
take control of the     government even 
after the 2010 elections, considering of 
course that this is also the first time that 
our Senate President is  campaigning 
for re-election. 
   3.  For the first time, the majority 
of the party-list organizations that will 
participate in the upcoming elections 
are sponsored by the government.  A 

party-list system is any system of pro-
portional representation in which voters 
select among parties instead of among 
candidates. The Philippine party-list 
system aims to increase the representa-
tion, specifically of “marginalized and 
underrepresented” sectors of our soci-
ety and to enhance transparency and 
accountability in order to have a more 
efficient government. This system re-
flects the move towards program-based 
politics that is focused on competent 
parties with comprehensive programs 
rather than on political personalities.
   In our context, voters have two votes 
for their congressional representatives. 
The first elects a district representative. 
The second elects a party-list represen-
tative. Twenty percent of the 260 seats 
in the House of Representatives are 
reserved for party-list. Every two per-
cent, therefore, of the total party-list 
votes cast gets a seat in the House, with 
each party allowed only a maximum of 
three seats.
    As eye opener, let us consider that 
Mrs. Arroyo is seeking a seat in Con-
gress as a district representative, while 
her son, Pampanga province’s second 
District Representative Juan Miguel 
Arroyo is running for a party-list seat 
in Congress. Given these candidacies 
of President Arroyo and her son for 
seats in the next Congress, and the fact 
that a large percentage of the party list 
organizations participating in the elec-
tions are sponsored by the government, 
it seems that there is really a grand 
plan of extending her stay in power. As 
such, it is our responsibility to know 
more about the party-list, their orga-
nization’s visions as well as their rep-
resentatives. We must be keen enough 
for these details in order to ensure that 
we uphold the spirit and intent of the 
party-list law of providing representa-

Prayer for Voters & Elections
Father,

Lord of our lives and our history,
You empower us to choose by our votes
Those whom you wish to rule over us.

Soon we shall once more use our sacred right to vote;
Grant our voters the grace to choose wisely the people

Who will be entrusted with public office.
Make us choose persons of high moral integrity, 

honest, competent and unselfish, who love the poor
And promote the common good in  a spirit of service,

Persons who will lead us to unity and progress as a people.
Give us the courage and strength to resist and overcome

Those who intend to use guns, goons and gold 
to win these elections.

Grant us to be honest and not sell our votes.
Make us brave and not allow ourselves to be intimated.

Unite us so that we may together overcome evil.
 Thwart the plans of corrupt persons

Who intend to use dishonourable means to win.
Make them fail and fall in shame.

May these coming elections be peaceful and orderly
And show that we are a mature people 

Who stand on the side of justice and truth.
United with Mary,

We ask You this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

- Bishop T. Bacani, “Church in Politics”

Features
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BACK-TO-BACK: MEET THE NEWLY-ORDAINED PRIESTS OF PASIG! 

BY FR. LITO JOPSON

“Fr. Mark”, the name sounds 
so nice to hear now that he’s 

ordained a priest of the Diocese of 
Pasig last May 1, 2010, together 
with Fr. Joeffrey Brian Catuiran 
by Pasig Bishop Francisco C. San 
Diego, D.D.  He hailed from Masbate 
but resides in San Antonio Village.   
He was born on May 22, 1981, with 
parents Judge Manuel and Mrs. Mari-
lyn Sese who have 3 children: John 
Martin, Golda Margaret and Mark. 
   It was in elementary that he felt 
being called to the priesthood, but his 
father objected, because he was im-
mature.  
   So he continued studying until he 
finished his college education at the 
University of Asia and the Pacific.  
But the call was persistent until he 
begged his father to pursue his dream.  
The Opus Dei became instrumental 
in turning his dream into reality when 
he went to the Colegio Eclesiastico 
Internacional Bidasoa and the Uni-
versidad de Navarra for his seminary 
formation.
    The following is an excerpt of an 
interview conducted in the Clergy 
retreat in Mary help of Christians Cen-
ter of Spirituality, Don Bosco Batulao 
Batangas, back when he was still fresh 
from diaconal ordination. But his re-
sponses were relevant as they are right 
now and serve to inspire the youth 
searching for their own vocations.
   What is your definition of vocation?
   We know already the theological 
meaning of vocation, that is, being 
called.  What I understand since high 
school, I already know I that I have a 
certain calling, but before, my father 
didn’t allow me to enter the seminary  
because I was not matured enough to 

decide on my own.
   After college, I finished in the Uni-
versity of Asia and the Pacific with a 
Bachelor of Humanities and Master 
of Arts in Industrial Economics.  My 
Spiritual Director invited me to study 
in another country and recommended 
a bishop.  When I heard Manila will 
be divided and the bishop of Pasig 
would be Bishop Francisco C. San 
Diego, I asked him whether I could go 
with him to Pasig and he said yes.  I 
am from Pasig.  God is showing the 
path, and He just commands me to 
walk were the path is.   

   To whom would you attribute your 
vocation?
   First my mother, I didn’t know 
that my mother was praying for me 
to become a priest. She used to put a 
sign of the cross on my forehead when 
I was a baby, and she said, “That was 
very effective.”
   I also learned about the priests of 
Opus Dei, they are cheerful, always 
wearing the soutana, and easy to ap-
proach for spiritual direction. 
   How is your seminary formation? 
Our Seminary is international in 
scope. For me this is the most beauti-
ful experience, since you can see the 
whole Church.  The most challenging 
part of my formation is overcoming 
the language barrier, since the me-
dium of instructions is Spanish.  But 
really, if God is calling me to this life, 
I would make it.
   How did you feel when you were 
ordained (to the diaconate)?   It is 
the feeling of happiness of receiving 
the gift of calling, but it is not only 

for that day; it entails a 
commitment that from now 
till I get old, if I would 
be faithful in my voca-
tion, and I would really be 
happy that all my prayers 
would be heard.  I cried 
because I prayed to our 
Lady of Guadalupe and my 
prayer was heard.
   How would you describe 
the situation of young 
people today? In general, 

they are liberated; they have their own 
lives.  This is hard for me, that lack of 
prayer and also a lack of formation.  
The young people are good Catholics, 
but do they really know the Catholic 
doctrines?  This is sad, because there 
is nobody to teach them. The greatest 
influence is the family.  Every time I 
go home, I take time with my par-
ents to discuss things, what my plans 
are, then take time to experience the 
warmth of love in the family.
   What advice would you give to 
young people today? My personal 

Deacon Bebot is now Reverend 
Father Joeffrey Brian V. Catu-

iran after he was ordained together 
with Deacon Mark Emman H. Sese 
last May 1, 2010 in a      Solemn 
Eucharistic celebration and the 
Presbyteral Ordination officiated by 
his Excellency, Most Rev. Francisco 
C. San Diego, Bishop of Pasig at the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral.
   Fr. Bebot is the third of three chil-
dren, two boys and one girl, of Mr. 
Richeldo F. Catuiran and Mrs. Elena 
S. Vila-Caturian.  Born on October 21, 
1981 in Banaybanay, Davao Oriental, 
he first studied at the age of six at Al-
tavas Elementary School, Poblacion, 
Altavas, Aklan.  After finishing his 
elementary education, he entered the 
Minor Seminary of Seminario de San 
Jose, Bgy. Tinilguiban, Puerto Princ-
esa City in Palawan, where he also 
acquired his degree in Philosophy.
   Committed to become a priest, he 
took examinations given by the San 
Carlos Seminary, Mabuting Pastol 
Seminary and the University of Sto. 
Tomas.  He was able to pass the ex-
aminations given by the three semi-
naries, which prompted him to give 
preference to which seminary would 
respond to him first.  In his words, 
“By the motion of the Spirit, the Uni-
versity of Sto. Tomas, the Royal and 
Pontifical University of the Philip-
pines, was the first to send me the in-
vitation.”  He finished his Bachelor in 
Sacred Theology in 2005 and obtained 
his Licentiate in Canon Law in 2008 
from the University of Sto. Tomas.
   In a friendly talk, he answered 
candidly the serious question posed 
before him by Daloy.
   Why were you called Bebot which in 
Tagalog parlance means “girl”, and 
who gave you this nickname?  My par-
ents were the ones who gave me this 
nickname.  In our family, the name 
of the debarment for a boy is “Toto” 
and “Nene” for a girl.  Since by elder 
brother is already the “Toto” in the 
family, I should called by another 
name.  I am the “hinipo” or “bunso” in 
the family, so they started to call me 

“Bebot” which has a different mea-
ning in our dialect, not a “girl” but a 
long word for “hinipo.”
   Now that you are a priest, how do 
you want to be called, Fr. Joeffrey, 
Fr. Brian, or Fr. Bebot”?  I may be 
called in whatever of the above names 
my friends here would want to call me 
although I prefer Fr. Bebot, which is 
to me more up close and personal.
   When you entered the priesthood, 
was it really your choice or somebody 
influenced or inspired you to become 
a priest?  It was my choice, but of 
course I was inspired by the relatives 
of my mother.  All of us are give 
the freedom of choice and whatever 
comes before us, whether priesthood 
or otherwise, the decision is ulti-
mately ours. In my case, priesthood 
has been my choice since childhood.  
There was a time, however, when I 
wanted to work first, that was after              
finishing Philosophy.  Like Zaccheus 
who climbed the sycamore tree just 
to see Jesus, I also climbed my own 
sycamore tree and was called back by 
the Lord to His service, through the 
motion of the Holy Spirit.  God wills  
me to become a priest.
   Is there any priest in your family or 
relatives? Or are you the first?   On 
my maternal side, I have a grand 
“lolo”, Fr. Juan Cerdena followed 
by Fr. Restituto Cerdena from San 
Joaquin, Iloilo. Fr. Telesforo Sardon 
is my “lolo” and Fr. Socrates Sardon 
is my uncle.  They are also from San 
Joaquin, Iloilo.  But the one I admired 
the most and who, I would say, was 
used by God as the instrument to my 

becoming a priest is Fr. Carlos Vila, 
JCL, my uncle.  When I entered Semi-
nario de San Jose he was there with 
Bishop Francisco C. San Diego.  In 
my third year, Bishop Francisco was 
assigned to the Diocese of San Pablo 
and Fr. Carlos became the rector of 
the seminary. Fr. Carlos nurtured my 
yearning to become a priest like him.  
Also, two relatives of my mother are 
nuns, one is an Augustinian sister and 
the other is with Hijas de Jesus.
   Was there are resistance from your 

Fr. Bebot Catuiran:
The amiable “hinipo!”

Fr. Mark Emman Sese:
Full speed ahead!

Features

BY FREDDIE RAYMUNDO

Continued on p. 11 Continued on p. 11
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I have said “No” when I was first 
offered to lead the youth ministry 

in this event but God intervened and 
we were initially “forced’ to just do 
it.
   Being a Welcome Center to 29 dele-
gates is a no joke especially because of 
the time constraints, the unwillingness 
of some to take part, and the paucity 
of the group members. From hunting 
people who could participate as de-
legates and volunteers, to meetings, to 
request letters, to contacting people, 
to convincing people to participate, to 
physical preparations, to foster fami-

lies hunting, and to finally participa-
ting in the event, everything happened 
not because we are just able to do it but 
because God empowered us to do it.
  A No Turned Yes
   Our appointed youth coordinator was 
offered to take part in the Taize Pil-
grimage of Trust. She initially declined 
not because she did not want to partici-
pate but because of school demands. 
She decided to ask me if I wanted to 
do it. I did not confirm it yet. Instead, 
I decided to just think about it first but 
truly, at the back of my mind, I knew 
it’s a No.
   I didn’t know if it was just pure luck 
or perhaps it was God’s will. Since 
our parish priest, Rev. Fr. Salvador 
Yun, committed right away when con-
fronted by the Taize Volunteer, we did 
not have a choice but to accept and 
embrace it wholeheartedly. Certainly, 
there were other options but that was 
the only option that would work well 
for everyone.
   The preparations initially did not go 
as smoothly as expected. It was a test 
not only for me but for the whole group 
as well. It was hard to lead a group 
without members but as a youth minis-
ter, I was expected to stand even if I am 
alone not because I have to but because 
if I do not, I don’t know who is going 

Taize Pilgri-
mage of Trust 
in Manila: 
An Experi-
ence

to stand up for 
the group. If 
nobody is go-
ing to initiate, 
will there be 
followers? 
Undoubted-
ly none. Of 
course, sacrifices are in-
evitable. Impromptu decisions must be 
made right away. Heartaches passed by 
and left swiftly. Hopelessness emerged 
to the point I almost backed out.
   They say “Light comes during the 
darkest time of the night.”  Likewise, 

solutions came 
unto us during 
the most hopeless 
time of the prepa-
ration.  It was 
perfect      timing 
that one could 
only wonder how 
marve-lous God’s 
ways are and how 
great His plans 
are. When the 
volunteers started 
to help out and 
cooperate with 
the team, you 

could just imagine the relief the core 
group felt.
The 5 Great Days of our Lives
   February 3 to 7 of 2010 marked the 
5 great days of our lives not only as 
youth ministers but as God’s children. 
During this time, we realized we were 

not forced to do it. Instead, we were 
happily doing it.  No words, no state-
ments, no stories could ever justify 
what we experienced during these five 
great days. Nonetheless, with much ef-
fort and care, I would relate how great 
these are to us.
   Along with 4,000 pilgrims from 
other parts of the Philippines and from 
abroad, the youth ministry members 
together with delegates from Lin-
gayen, Iloilo, Dumaguete, Canlubang, 
and Switzerland prayed and meditated 
together at the Don Bosco Technical 
Institute Makati. The physical arrange-
ments were simple and so too were the 
meals.  There is nothing extraordinary 

n o r 
lavish at the 
event at first glance.
   Common prayers held after lunch-
time and after dinner created a com-
munity of youth pilgrims from various 
religions and places to join as one in 
the simplicity of repetitive hymns and 
beautiful prayers. As days went on, we 
were drawn to the beauty of the sim-
plicity of Taize prayers. These consist 
of repetitive hymns, short Bible pas-
sages, and plenty of beautiful silence. 
Most of the hymns were sung in Fili-
pino and it is overwhelming to wit-
ness foreigners singing these songs in 
our own language. It proves how faith 
can transcend barriers. It is not the lan-
guage; it is the sincerity of your prayer 
that matters. 
   I have never appreciated silence until 
I experienced the Taize prayers. They 
were so beautiful I could almost stay 
silent for an hour or even longer. Si-
lence took me to places I have never 
been.  It took me to the 
place where I could talk to 
Him who has always loved 
me.  It helped me open not 
only my mind but also my 
heart to listen to what God 
wanted me to do. It was 
like I am in a trance.   I felt 
I left the place not physi-
cally but spiritually. During 
the trance, I almost refused 
to go back to reality even 
when my friend told me it 
is time to go because it felt so good and 
so light to be one with Him. Without 
the pain, the heartaches, the failures, 
and the worries, it is simply one of the 
best moments of my life and I can never 
forget the utmost pleasurable sensation 
and internal peace it has given me.
   More than the personal encounters 
we all had experienced, our relation-
ships with the youth were built and 
streng-thened. 5 days is just 5 days. It 
is short but it is not too short for people 
to build bridges and to connect to each 
other’s hearts.  For 5 days, we took care 
of these young delegates like they are 
our own family; like our younger sib-
lings. We looked after their needs, con-
cerns, and welfare. We interacted and 

shared our lives with them with utmost 
joy and eagerness. I couldn’t believe it 
could really happen.   Sharing my life 
with someone I hardly know is tough 
for me to believe. But it happened; I do 
not know how. It just happened and I 
am glad it did.
   Foster parents found new sons and 
daughters in the person of the dele-
gates. We, too, found a new family in 
them. We found friends that we would 
treasure for the rest of our lives. We 
have created relationships that cannot 
be erased by distance or time.
   Parting time was the hardest. We 
shed tears because love was already 
been given. It was painful because it 
was too soon for them to leave us but 
we did not have a choice but to go on 
with our lives where we could be living 

witness of God’s love.
Taize Pilgrimage of Trust is not 
over
   The Taize Pilgrimage of Trust al-
lowed us to discover ourselves and 
God once more together with our new-
found friends and other pilgrims. It 
broadened our horizon and opened our 
eyes to see that life can be beautiful 
if we lead simple lives and reach out 
to others. It taught us that the real pil-
grimage is not contained in that surren-
der during the five days but in our daily 
lives where we are tasked to be living 
witness of God’s love and to share the 
internal peace and happiness that we 
have just received.

Youth & Entertainment

The Taize Pilgrimage 
of Trust allowed us to 
discover ourselves and 
God once more togeth-
er with our new-found 
friends and other pil-

grims.

by Maragaille R. Capiroso
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Parish Pastoral Council last 21 Feb-
ruary 2010 are the following: Alex 
David, President; Joe Blanco, VP; Ju-
lie Labastida, Secretary, Josie Cruz, 
Treasurer, Celing Baysa – Auditor, 
and Noli Castillo, PRO- MRV.
   The Coordinators are: Buddy and 
Marie Cruz - Worship; Randy and 
Helen - Evangelization; Tarcing Aba-
nilla - Social Services; Marie Babi-

lonia - Asst. Social Services; Danny 

parokya kaugnay sa pagsusulong, 
pagpapaunlad at pagpapalawak ng 
BEC upang malaman mga hakbang 
sa pagtugon sa mga natukoy na pan-
gangailangan.
   Iminungkahing magkaroon ng ga-
bay sa pag-oorganisa ukol sa BEC. 
   Ayon sa Obispo San Diego, “Ito’y 
hamon sa lahat na tumugon sa pagka-
kataon na aktibong makilahok sa pag-

tatayo ng isang bagong Iglesiya, isang 
Simbahang may tunay na kalayaan, 
katarungan, pag-ibig, kapayapaan, at 
pagkakaisa.” (Nene Concepcion)

STO. ROSARIO DE PASIG -   
Magkakaroon ng programang Balik-
Katesismo para sa mga nagnanais na 
mapalalim pa ang kanilang kaalaman 
sa pananampalata-yang Kristiyano 
at maging lider-lingkod ng Parokya, 
pamayanan at kawan.  Magaganap po 
ito ng apat na Sabado simula Mayo 
15, ika-8 hanggang 11 ng umaga.  

ST. JUDE THADDEUS – Installed 
as new officers of the        St. Jude 

Fr. Loreto Sanchez - Parish priest, 
Sta. Martha Parish - Kalawaan, Pasig, 
effective March 27, 2010;
Fr. Darwin Calderon - Parish priest, 
San Antonio Parish, Maybunga, Pa-
sig, effective March 27, 2010; 
Fr. Ramil Marcos - Parish priest, Sa-
grada Familia Parish, Bagumbayan, 
Taguig, effective April 10, 2010;
Fr. Joeffry Brian Catuiran - Parochial  
vicar, San Roque Parish, effective 
May 15, 2010;
Fr. Mark Sese - Parochial vicar, Im-
maculate Conception Cathedral, ef-
fective May 15, 2010
Mrs. Riverita A. Soriano - Pondo ng 
Pinoy Lay coordinator 

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 
- Kailangan pong madagdagan ang 
bilang ng mga katekista sa bawat 

parokya’t paaralan.  Sa kasa-
lukuyan, ang diocese ay may-
roong 33 fulltime Catechists 
at 25 volunteer catechists, 
nakataglada sa mga pampub-
likong paaralan ng diyosesis 
ng Pasig.
   Ang bawat pampublikong 
paaralan ay may minimum 
na  minimum na 30 sections 
bawat linggo sa lahat ng grade 

level, mula lunes hanggang 
huwebves. Tuwing Biyernes 

nagaganap ang iba’t ibang formation 
centers.  
   Sa linggo matatagpuan sila sa sim-

bahan kung saan nagbibigay sila ng 
katesismo pre-sacramental.
   Ngayon ay 30 volunteers ang kasa-
lukuyang hinuhubog sa ilalim ni fr. 
Daniel Estacio, ang catechetical di-
rector ng Diyosesis ng Pasig.  (Van-
gie Paulino)

New Assignments 

News and Events

Vicariate/ Parishes
BIKARYATO NG STA. ANA -
Matatag ang BEC sa ilang parokya ng 
bikaryato ng St. Anne. Sa San Roque 
Parish may 41 Munting Pamayanang 
Kristyano (41) na naaalalayan sa 
pamamagitan ng pagbabad sa mga 
tao, buhay-panalangin, paghubog ng 
mga pari, at iba pa.  
  Sa kagustuhan na lumakas ang mga 
BEC’s sa kanilang bikaryato, naki-
pag-ugnayan ang mga Kura Paroko 
ng St. Anne sa BEC noong Marso 
17, 2010 sa Parokya ng San Roque sa 
mga kaanib ng Diocesan BEC Team 
kasama Rev. Fr. Orly Cantillon, vic-
ar general at ang Obispo ng Pasig, 
Francisco C. San Diego. Kanilang 
inilahad ang kalakasan at kahinaan 
ng kanilang BEC, mga pangunahing 
pangangailangan ng kanilang mga 

and Virgie  Vergara  - Temporalities; 
Jason Ojeda - Youth; Fe Vicente - 
Vocation; Efren and Bless Gabrillo -  
Family and Life Apostolate; Mabel 
Macaraig - Media Affairs.

STA. ROSA DE LIMA - In celebra-
tion of the 40th Anniversary of Sta. 
Rosa de Lima Parish last September 
10, 2009, Rev. Fr. Mar Baran-
da, Parish Priest, spearheaded 
the fund raising project of the 
parish for the construction of 
the new Formation Center,  
located at the basement of the 
parish.
  The Formation Center will 
be used as permanent venue 
for seminars, recollections, 
and other parish activities 
for the spiritual and develop-
mental growth of the paris-
hioners.
   This will be opened also to the other 
parishes of the Diocese of Pasig with 
a minimal fee.  To those who are in-
terested, they may get in touch with 
our parish office at telephone number 
671-0246. (Mayette Avis)

Ministries 

Daloy orientation seminar, March 6, 
2010

Bishop Francisco C. San Diego waits 
for the start of the Chrism Mass, April 

1, 2010

Fr. Darwin Calderon’s installation as 
parish priest of San Antonio Parish, 

April 27, 2010

New Formation Center, Santa Rosa de Lima 
Parish

Priestly Ordination, Frs. Joeffry Brian Catuiran 
and Mark Sese, May 1, 2010

encounter the risen Lord again 
and relive the joyful hope of 
Easter. May we, who truly 
experience this life-giving 
hope, light, and love of Christ, 
also become rays of hope for 
the despairing. lighted candles 
amidst darkness, and compas-
sion for the abandoned. God 
bless us all!
+NEREO P. ODCHIMAR, 
JCD, President, Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, Bishop of Tandag

tion to the “marginalized and 
underrepresented” sectors of 
Philippine society.

Political scenario, p. 8

believe that we have more rea-
sons to actively participate and 
exercise our rights this coming 
May Polls. Despite the pre-
sent scam within the four cor-
ners in COMELEC itself with 
their “magic secrecy folder”, 
I still believe that there are a 
lot of people there who remain 
good and doing their very best 
to achieve a credible election. 
Truly, our vote though it is 
only one, is sacred and has the 
power to change our nation. 
As Edward Everett Hale says, 
“I am only one, but still I am 
one. I cannot do everything, 
but still I can do something. 
And because I cannot do ev-
erything I will not refuse to do 
the something that I can do.” 

advice to young people? Give 
time to pray.  Even though 
they’re busy, look for tome 
like 30 minutes and stay 
with the Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  What we need is 
friendship with the Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

Fr. Mark Sese, p. 9

family when you decided to 
enter the seminary?  My pa-
rents, brother and sister, and 
my relatives have been very 
supportive and did not show 
any resistance to my decision 
to become a priest, although 
I knew my parents were then 
sad and would miss the pre-
sence of their “hinipo.”
   Have you had any immer-
sion / regency / memorable 
experience that you treasure 
most?  I did not ask for nor 
was given a regency.  How-
ever, when I applied here in 

Fr. Bebot Catuiran, p. 9

CBCP, p. 7    4.  For the first time, the Su-
preme Court issued a reverse 
decision allowing the appoint-
ment of a “midnight Chief 
Justice”. In addition, the in-
cumbent President made last-
minute appointments in go-
vernment organizations such 
as the Civil Service Commis-
sion, Office of the Ombuds-
man, and the National Anti-
Poverty Council.
   According to the 1987 Con-
stitution, the outgoing presi-
dent is not allowed to make 
any appointments two months 
before the upcoming elections. 
Voting 9-3, the SC authorized 
Mrs. Arroyo to appoint the 
next Chief Justice after Rey-
nato Puno retires on May 17. 

It reversed earlier jurispru-
dence (in Re: Nov. 09, 1998 
– Valenzuela) junking a mid-
night appointments written by 
Chief Justice Andres Narvasa, 
with Justices Hilario Davide, 
Artemio Panganiban and Rey-
nato Puno. For this reason the 
present magistrates have been 
widely criticized. Yes, with 
this scene, our magistrates of 
the high court will all now be 
appointees of the chief execu-
tive. Thus, there are fears that 
in the event of a partial failure 
of elections, and Mrs. Arroyo 
wins a seat in Congress and 
is installed as House Speaker, 
she may be declared as acting 
president.
    5. For the First Time, in 
this widely populated Catholic 
country, our DOH Secretary is 
giving Condoms for free with 
the banner of preventing the 
spread of the human immu-
nodeficiency virus-acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome 
(HIV-AIDS). 
    This project is supported 
using funds provided by in-
ternational agencies. A huge 
amount of money, as in mil-
lions of dollars, was released 
to address HIV-AIDS prob-
lems. Part of this fund is for 
the procurement of condoms 
and other artificial birth con-
trol pills. Since our national 
government accepted the fund, 
then it also committed itself to 
materialize the program. No-
ticeably, there is the question 
on its timing on why a multi-
million funded project is ac-
tively being promoted during 
this period of elections. 
   With these statements, I do 

the Diocese of Pasig, I had to 
undergo a probationary period 
of one year.   I was assigned 
for two months each in San 
Agustin Parish, Palatiw, Sta. 
Rosa de Lima Parish, Bagong 
Ilog, Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral, St. Jude Thaddeus 
Parish, Bgy. Sta. Lucia, St. 
Joseph Parish, Upper Bicutan, 
San Guillermo, Buting, and 
back to the Immaculate Con-
ception Cathedral.
   It was in San Agustin Parish 
where I had special memories 
I treasured most, the opportu-
nity to serve and closely bond 
with the marginalized pari-
shioners.   In the parish of San 
Guillermo, Fr. Lito (Jopson) 
proved to be a hands-on tutor.  
I learned a lot from him how 
to plan… and plan well.   I 
was given the opportunity to 
help him in the implementa-
tion of the parish plans and 
activities. 
   Have you not been a priest, 
what could you have been?
The family of my mother 
is more spiritual in nature, 
but my father’s side is more 
political.  I’ve been exposed 
to politics since I was six 
years old.  So, had I not been 
a priest, I could have been a 
lawyer now and an incorrup-
tible politician.
   Just like another Manong 
Ed Panlilio?  Hmm (smiled.)
   Any particular person you 
would want to acknowledge in 
your ordination?  To Bishop 
Francisco, thank you for be-
ing a true father to me.  I will 
always remember in my heart 
and will forever treasure all 
the days I spent with you.
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