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Dear friends,

In the following pages you will find the story of DAANA Scholarship program 

initiated in 2009 with an intention of extending a friendly hand to young Rajans

whose academic excellence could be further strengthen with a little help to overcome 

their financial hardships. With a successful initial round behind us, we are looking 

forward to continuing the program for 2010 and beyond. 
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Being true to this two-fold vision, 

inaugural year of DAANA was mainly 

dedicated to harness the collective 

power of Old Rajans in entire North 

America by expanding the membership 

and exploring the potential avenues to 

help our beloved school. Through 

DAANA, we were also able to reach 

out to other Sri Lankan communities 

in North America, other Old Rajans 

alumni associations across the world as 

well as the staff and students of DRCK. 

Success of many projects we launched 

during 2009 was undoubtedly a result 

of the network we were able to build 

and the trust we were able to develop 

among these circles.

Background

DAANA’s timely inception in fall of 2008 was aimed to bring the Old Rajans (Alumni of 

Dharmaraja College, Kandy) scattered across the entire North America under a common 

roof and ignite "Rajans spirit" to “Promote networking and camaraderie” and also to 

harvest their enormous strength to help and inspire young Rajans through “Projects that 

will improve educational, social, and cultural activities and infrastructure at DRCK”. 
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In 2008, at the infancy of our 

movement, a bright young Rajan who 

was seeking financial assistance was 

referred to us by “Pahansila” scholarship 

program. We managed to support him 

through the generosity of several 

members and this effort planted the 

seed of DAANA Scholarship Program.

From the beginning we felt that there 

are many young Rajans whose academic 

excellence could be further strengthen 

with a little help to overcome their 

financial hardships. With that in mind 

we launched the DAANA scholarship 

program in summer 2009.

Our message was taken to the students 

by DRCK teachers who helped us in 

realizing many other DAANA projects.

Inception

We received 138 applications from 

exceptionally talented and equally 

deserving students. Our aim was to 

award 15 scholarships for 2010. With an 

overwhelming response from the 

members and other Sri Lankans in 

North America which was above and 

beyond our expectations, we proudly 

awarded 26 scholarships.

Scholarships were awarded to the 

students with a minimum average of 

80% in their most recent term tests. 

Students with at least 5 “A” passes were 

selected from the A/L section. All the 

scholars have shown remarkable 

academic achievements while taking 

part in sports and other extracurricular 

activities including performing arts and 

fine arts. They will receive Rs. 1000 per 

month for the year 2010 for their 

educational expenses.

Scholarships
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Principal Mr. SM Keerthirathna patronized 

the DAANA scholarship program from 

the very beginning. Teachers of 

Dharmaraja College, Mrs. Thamara

Marapana, Mr. SUB Ekanayake, and Mr. 

Upula Rathnakela took our message to 

the students. Class teachers kindly 

collected and screened the applications 

and entered comments that were useful 

for the final selection. Applications were 

evaluated by DAANA member Dr. Suren

Lewkebandara with the help of TX chapter 

members. Suren was instrumental in 

taking the message to the Sri Lankan 

community to attract many sponsorships.

We were able to secure most of the 

sponsorships in just a few days due to 

enthusiastic and kind-hearted responses of 

DAANA members. As a result of the 

efforts by many members who went an 

extra mile to find sponsors, several Sri 

Lankans outside DAANA membership 

fondly supported this project.

DAANA member Dr. Chulani

Pethiyagoda who is now in Kandy and 

Section Head (Science) of DRCK, Mr. 

SUB Ekanayake were instrumental in 

coordinating with the school. Mrs. 

Thamara Marapana took a leading role 

in organizing the scholarship awarding 

ceremony held in March 2010. Mr. 

Yasas Chandrasekera (Hon. Secretary of 

OBU) and Dr. Chulani Pethiyagoda

attended the event to symbolize the Old 

Rajans’ commitment and continued 

support to our beloved school. 
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People

Suren LB 
(DAANA/TX)
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March 01, 2010

Congratulations to you all for being the recipients of the inaugural DAANA (Dharmaraja
Alumni Association of North America) scholarships. This scholarship is a way for the Old 
Rajans in North America to recognize your commitment to learning, both in and out of 
the classroom. Through our own experience, we know that your accomplishments are the 
results of many sacrifices and hardships.

As you already know, education and learning is a lifelong experience. Remember that the 
knowledge is the only asset that cannot be stolen from you. Success in your education will 
set you free and enable you to achieve great heights otherwise unimaginable. Our wish is 
that this scholarship would contribute to that lifelong journey of yours.

As so many of us, you are so fortunate to be able to spend your youth at Lakeview. As a 
young Rajan you are tracing the footsteps of so many great Rajans who walked along the 
hallways and paths of Lakeview. You inherit a proud and rich history of achievements and 
with that come a responsibility to go beyond and above the expectations of your teachers, 
family, friends, and those forefathers who envisioned a brighter future for Sri Lanka. There is 
no better place other than Dharmaraja hill to lay a strong foundation to fulfill your goals. 
While you are still at Lakeview, make full use of all the amenities at your disposal including 
the library, computer facilities, swimming pool, playground, and above all, the picturesque 
surrounding.

While you thrive in education, it is equally important to excel outside the classroom. What 
launches you to the society as a wholesome person is the overall experience you gain 
throughout your stay at school.

Our only expectation and the challenge to you is not to rest on your achievements but to 
continue to strive to reach even higher goals. Never let your hunger for learning to quench 
and never suppress your curiosity. Make these qualities an integral part of your daily life. At 
the same time, cultivate a character distinguished by honesty and integrity which will 
prepare you for every challenge in the world when you leave the school one day.

May the blessings of the Triple Gem be with you!

With warm regards from,
Old Rajans in North America

Message from DAANA Members to the Scholars
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Scholarships Awarding Ceremony
-March 2010
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Scholars’ Name Sponsor(s)

1. Gamini K. B. Dissanayake Mrs. Indumathi Karunaratne (former teacher)
(Professor WS Karunaratne Memorial Scholarship I)

2. Dammika J. Senanayaka Mr. Shanta Karunaratne (DAANA Member, MD)
(Professor WS Karunaratne Memorial Scholarship II)

3. Dhanuka N. Gunarathne Mr. Lasitha Ranatunga (DAANA Member, DC)
(Professor Sanath Ranatunga Memorial Scholarship)

4. Kasun S. Thalgaskotuwa Mr. Chandika Silva (Houston, TX)
(Mr. DM Wanshapura Scholarship)

5. Isuru B. Abeykoon Ms. Shanika Silva (Houston, TX)
(Mr. L Binduhewa Scholarship)

6. Sandeep S. Gunarathne Mala and Palitha Jayasinghe (Houston, TX)
(Mr. M Kapilarathne Scholarship)

7. Kavinda H. B. Jayasundara Mr. Hemaka Mendis (Houston, TX)
(Mr. JB Narampanawa Scholarship)

8. Lahiru Nirosh Bandara Sugi and Saman Perera (Houston, TX)
(Mr. Ananda Ekanayake Scholarship)

9. Pathum S. Ranatunga SLAAH (Sri Lankan Assoc. of Houston, TX) 
(Mr. Ashoka Herath Scholarship)

10. Lakmal S. B. Herath Dr. Suren Lewke Bandara (DAANA Member, TX)
(Ms. Padmini Bandara Scholarship)

11. Amila B. Wijerathne Mr. Suresh Hiran De Silva (DAANA member, SC)
(Mr. Leelan Jayakodi Scholorship)

12. Pamujitha M. Lakmal Mr. Suresh Hiran De Silva (DAANA Member, SC)
(Mr. Wasantha Mudunduwa Scholorship)

13. Niroshan D. Senavirathne Mr. Sandun S. Kuruppu (DAANA Member, IN)
(Mr. M Kapilarathne Scholarship)

14. Deeptha G. Welagedara Mr. Sandun S. Kuruppu (DAANA Member, IN)
(Mr. RL Gurusinghe Scholarship)
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Scholars’ Name Sponsor(s)

15. Buddhika M. Bandara Mr. Buddhika Bandaranayake (DAANA Member, MI)
(Mr. KMR Gannoruwa Scholarship)

16. Anuradha M. Wickramarathna Ranil Herath, Lasantha Gunasekara, Prabath
(DAANA Calgary Members' Scholarship) Wickramasinghe,  and Sajith Ellepola

(DAANA Members, AB)

17. Thilantha M. Ekanayaka Mr. Kosala Samaraweera (DAANA Member, TX)
(Mr. WAS Wickramarachchi Scholarship)

18. Erantha G. D. Nishshanka Mr. Sisira Athauda (DAANA Mamber, MD)
(Mr. DB Herath Scholarship)

19. Sanjaya D. K. Thennakoon Mr. Hemantha Ratnayake (DAANA Member, MD)
(Mr. ML Senevirathne Scholarship)

20.Asela B. Wewegedera Mr. Mahen Gunasekera (DAANA Member, CA)
(Mr. SP Senaratne Memorial Scholarship)

21. Achintha K. Wijerathna Mr. Ranil Banneyake (DAANA Member, TX)
(P.B. Illungasinghe Rate Mahathmaya Memorial  Scholarship) 

22. Dilan D. J. Bandara Mr. Lalith Perera (DAANA Member, OH)
(Mr. P Harangala Scholarship)

23. Gihan Mayadunne DAANA Old Scouts
(Mr. MB Weerasekera Scholarship)

24. Shamitha D. Chandrasena DAANA TX Chapter
(Mrs. Nalini Ekanayake Scholarship)

25. Tharindu P. Premarathne DAANA BOD '09
(Mrs. Indra Warakagoda Scholarship)

26. Pubudu P. Rathnayake DAANA NY Members
(Mr. S Peraketiya Scholarship)

27. Chinthaka T. Bowatte Dimuthu Jayawickrama, Ashoka Polpitiya, 
(Mr. HB Abeyrathne Scholarship) Polpitiya, Nishantha Bandara, Geeth Uyanwatte, 

Sarith Mahanama, Sanka Tennakoon, Thushara
Diyabalanage
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Calling all deserving young Rajans in 
grade 9 and above

Dharmaraja Alumni Association of 

North America  (DAANA) is pleased to 

announce its 2010 scholarship program 

to reward excellent and hardworking 

students at Dharmaraja College, who are 

in need of financial support. 

Selection

Applications will be reviewed by a 

DAANA subcommittee and the 

selections will be made strictly based on 

the student’s academic merit, extra-

curricular activities, and the need for 

financial assistance.

Application Procedure

Submit an application with academic 

records and a summary of extra-

curricular achievements certified by any 

one of listed staff members.

Eligibility

• Students who are currently  enrolled   

at DRCK in grade 9 and above.

• Excellent academic background.

• Justify the financial need.

Scholarships

Selected students will receive Rs.1000 per 

month for the year 2011 for academic 

expenses.

Staff Contact

Mr. S.U.B Ekanayake

Mrs. Thamara Marapana

Mr. Upula Rathnakela

Application Deadline
15 August 2010

-A chance for you to get 
financial support
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An opportunity to
help a Sri Lankan student

A request from

Dharmaraja Alumni in North America

Dear friends,

We launched the DAANA scholarship program in 2009 to help bright but needy 

students of Dharmaraja College, Kandy and were able to award 27 scholarships thanks 

to the generosity of many Sri Lankans in North America. You can find a brief account 

of the 2009 program in the preceding pages. 

Due to the overwhelming response and support we received from you during the 

inaugural round in 2009, we are able to continue this program in 2010 with a great 

confidence. Therefore we thought it would be worthwhile to invite you to continue to 

contribute for this worthy cause. If you are interested, you can sponsor a student by 

your own and also it is possible for a few of you to jointly share a scholarship. Each 

scholarship is $100 for the whole year (Rs. 1000 per month).

Please take advantage of this request if you are seeking an opportunity to help a needy 

Sri Lankan student.. Visit our website for more details oldrajans-na.blogspot.com/ and 

if you are interested, please contact one of the DAANA members or reply to

Oldrajans.na@gmail.com

With warm regards,
Old Rajans in North America

http://www.oldrajans-na.blogspot.com/
http://www.oldrajans-na.blogspot.com/
http://www.oldrajans-na.blogspot.com/
mailto:oldrajans-na@gmail.com

