
More than 700 men are being warehoused 
indefinitely by California’s Department of 
Mental Health after completing their prison 
sentences for sex-related offenses.

They have no release date nor any assurance 
that they will ever get out of Coalinga State 
Hospital.

Neither the D.M.H. nor our public officials have 
any real incentive to release them.

The only hope that they have for 
gett ing out in their l ifetime  is.. .

DIDYOU 
KNOW?

YOU!

COALINGA STATE HOSPITAL



What can we do?
First of all, as family members or friends of Civil 
Detainees locked-up in Coalinga State Hospital, 
we need to act together, as a group, to represent 
the interests of the Detainees. Fortunately, there is 
now such a group. It is called “Friends & Family 
of California Civil Detainees”.

One of our first and most important functions will 
be to come together in one place at one time to 
communicate the reality of the massive civil rights 
violation that is Coalinga State Hospital. And 
there’s no better place to do so than in front of 
C.S.H. itself as a demonstration of our solidarity.

By doing so, we will demonstrate that there are 
people who care about the men who are continu-
ing to be punished after serving their entire prison 
terms and who will stand up in defense of their civil 
liberties.

Politicians and the public must know that constitu-
tional limits have to be respected in pursuing their  
destructive and counterproductive agenda.

And we will insist that State employees of this 
“hosprison”, whose salaries we pay, respect the 
civil rights of those imprisoned there.

We would like to hear from you and to know if you 
can participate in the upcoming demonstration or 
if you are able to help in another way to support 
the Detainees. Please email or call us to get in 
touch and to make your voice heard. Thanks! 
We’re looking forward to meeting you! 
Tel: 702-421-0467 Email: detainees@gmail.com

What You Need To Understand:
Detainees in C.S.H. enjoy fewer rights than 
prison inmates even though, according to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, these men are not to be
punished and to be held in the least restrictive 
manner possible!



The Facts: California’s 
“Treatment” Program
 Ways to Get Out of C.S.H.

•30 men have died
•11 men in Sex Offender treatment have been released 
to outpatient “Liberty” program (4 returned to custody)

•2 have been released from Liberty (both castrated) 
•233 men have been released through the courts

Costs To Taxpayers: 
• $388 Million to build Coalinga State Hospital 
• $150 Million annual operating costs
• $200,000 per man, per year  (>655 men in C.S.H.)

“Treatment”: 
•No attempt at obtaining current diagnosis
•Statements made by Patients and Therapists in 
S.O.C.P. “treatment” are used against them in court 
and leaked to the media to whip-up public hysteria

•Treatment in incarceration is ineffective when com-
pared to those released with no treatment.

•Recidivism: about 6%, comparable to national average 
•20% of Detainees are in “treatment” (described by a 
leading treatment expert as “a miserable program”)

•80% of Detainees are not in “treatment”. Reduced 
chances for release, attorney recommendations,  the 
Hospital’s track record of failure as well as its own 
admissions of uncertainty regarding success are  
primary reasons for refusing treatment.

Civil Liberties Denied All “Civil Detainees”:
•Criminally negligent medical care 
•Poor nutrition and terrible food
•Staff assault on Detainees and dereliction of duty
•Limited access to family and outside support 
  • Telephone access severely restricted
  • “Lost” mail and mail opened illegally by staff
  • Overly-restrictive visiting rules
•Arbitrary & capricious policies with no due process
•Illegal conservatorship of patient funds preventing 
exchange between Detainee and those outside

•Illegal property and quarter package restrictions
•Absurd levels of censorship in books, magazines, etc.

More Punishment For Those Refusing “Treatment”:
•Lack of exercise: no access to “yard” or gymnasium
•Further reduction in mobility, denied right to assemble 
•Detainee ability to supplement nutrition through their 
own purchase of food is sharply curtailed



What’s Being Said About 
D.M.H. & Civil Commitment

Dr. Gabrielle Paladino, D.M.H. Psychiatrist: "The odds 
that a participant will be judged suitable for release are 
less than 1 in a 100.” 

Howard Zonana, Yale Professor of Psychiatry and 
Chairman of the American Psychiatric Association Task 
Force On Sexually Dangerous Offenders: “S.V.P. laws 
are not an attempt to gain treatment ... What they really 
are is an attempt to extend prison sentences. It's a 
misuse of psychiatry. Once they get in, it's very hard to 
get out. These statutes are clearly changing the predi-
cate of civil commitment, at the moment only for sex 
offenders. This is only the beginning; there’ll be others."

"This is a dramatic shift in policy in our criminal justice 
system," said Fred Berlin, Founder, Sexual Disorders 
Clinic, Johns Hopkins University. ”No longer will 
individuals be held to account only for acts they have 
committed, but now for acts someone else says they’re 
going to commit. Psychiatry is now misused to perma-
nently lock up people and call it treatment. If it’s really 
treatment then a significant number should be able to 
“graduate”; reenter society as safe, productive citizens.”

"They are using a psychiatric facility to pursue a legal 
end," said Mark Graff, psychiatrist and spokesperson 
for the California Psychiatric Association which has  
denounced California’s Civil Commitment laws. "The 
law is about punishment, punishment, punishment.“

Michael Feer, Psychiatric Social Worker, formerly at 
C.S.H., “The Hospital is a setup. Ostensibly, it’s a treat-
ment hospital but one built with a wink to the public”. He 
believes that many Detainees held in C.S.H. "would 
pose no threat to the public if released."

"Where we are right now is certainly, I think, moving 
in the right direction." Stephen Mayberg, Executive 
Director, California Department of Mental Health

"90% of these men will probably die here" Tom Voss,  
Executive Director of C.S.H. on opening day

Detainee Mike St. Martin has said: “I'm being held for a 
crime I might commit in the future by people who are 
committing crimes in the present.”



Finally, A Reason For Hope!
Journalists and professionals in criminal justice, 
public policy, human sexuality, and mental health are 
raising serious questions, and in numbers like never 
before, about the extremes to which public resources 
have been diverted to a modern-day witch hunt.

In other words, there is no better time to fight on 
behalf of Detainee rights than right now! But we really 
need your help. Please email or call us to get 
connected and to join forces with other family and 
friends of California Civil Detainees.

What is Voices of the Gulag?
Voices of the Gulag gives voice to the Civil Detainees 
being confined in California’s $388 Million Coalinga 
State Hospital, despite having already served their 
entire prison sentences. In speaking for those 
confined, "Voices" alerts the public to the many 
serious civil rights violations being committed by the 
State of California and provides:

•Updates on the ongoing Detainee strike
•Insight into conditions of confinement
•Examination of “treatment” regimens regarded as 
ineffective, even by treatment proponents

•Exposure of flagrant Constitutional violations of  
double jeopardy and ex post facto punishment

•Legal developments in civil confinement
•Perspectives from those confined, including spoken-
word streaming audio
http://www.voicesofthegulag.org

What is “Reform Sex Offender Laws”? 
“An organization to raise critical awareness of legal 
and social policy about sex offenders. These policies 
should change, and thoughtful people will agree when 
they know the facts.” The R.S.O.L. website includes 
an online petition “An Urgent Call to Support the Well 
Being of Children and the Rights of Us All”. They’ve 
pledged to support the upcoming Demonstration at 
C.S.H. and their members  have generously offered 
their assistance and their presence at the event.
http://www.reformsexoffenderlaws.org

What is “SexGulag.Org”?
SexGulag.Org is a news and information site docu-
menting America's obsession with sex offenders.
http://www.sexgulag.org
 



If you are...
A Friend or Family Member of a Detainee 

He Needs Your Help!

"They that can give up essential liberty to 
obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither 
liberty nor safety."  -Benjamin Franklin

The whole aim of practical politics is to keep 
the populace alarmed (and hence clamorous to 
be led to safety) by menacing it with an endless 
series of hobgoblins, all of them imaginary. 
-H. L. Mencken

•Attend the Demonstration at C.S.H. (date not yet set)
•Join our Discussion Board & become part of the solution 
•Get to know other family members and friends of
California Detainees who share your concerns

•Urge others to join and to attend the demonstration 
•Learn more about effective means to confront this
injustice by going to our confidential “Community
Discussion Board” (see instructions below to learn how)

•Visit http://www.voicesofthegulag.org to learn more
about the situation in Coalinga State Hospital.

•Let your Detainee know you care!

To Join The Online Discussion Forum, email us at: 
detainees@gmail.com and request an invitation to 
join. Then go to the following web address. It’s easy! 
http://groups.google.com/group/cal-detainees 
(Forum is confidential, only members can participate). 

If You Are A Detainee:
Send this brochure to your family or friends and urge 
them to get involved!




