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 July 2010 Newsletter   

 

From the President’s Corner 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well- the 53rd WBCCI International Rally at Gillette,Wyoming is history.   
 
Ray and I arrived here on the 21st of June and worked as early workers in entry 
verification. This is the 5th year that we have helped with verification and always 
enjoy seeing the different caravans and individual trailers arrive and check in.  
Ray and I always avoid the mid-West when traveling West, but boy did we get it 
wrong this time.  From Illinois on we dodged heavy thunderstorms, wind, hail and 
tornadoes.  We now have satellite radio and up-to-date weather maps in the car.   
I do not know if that is good or bad. It is a little scary watching the storms come at 
you.  We stayed at a campground in Minnesota that had just experienced a 
tornado two days before.  Trees were splintered, roofs off, barns down and one 
woman had been killed.  OK, we made it to Gillette only to face two nights of 
tornado warnings.  Strange weather but we got through it all in one piece. 
 
International was good. There were 710 trailers at this rally. (The numbers are 
down.)  We parked at the Gillette Cam-plex, translated "fancy campground" with 
convention buildings.  We had 3-point hookups which was nice because you 
could take long hot showers. This is a very "rich" town because this town sits on a 
large coal seam.  They surface coal mine here 24/7 and the energy tax here 
supports lots of community buildings and events.  I attended the delegates 
meeting.  There was no new or old business, so I really have nothing to report. 
Most of the time was taken up on voting for 2 people on the Nominating 
Committee because there was a nomination from the floor. Your new International 
President is Norm.  He will preside over the 54th International Rally at 
Du Quoin State Fairgrounds, Du Quoin, Illinois, in 2011.  Rick was installed as the 
new President of Region 3. 
 
The 4th of July celebration was neat because the campground was next to the 
arena where they put off the town's fireworks, so we had front row seats.. 
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From here, Ray and I are headed to Dawson Creek, BC, to meet up with the Alaska Caravan.  There will be 35 
trailers in this group.  Think about us and keep us in your prayers as we travel more than 15,000 miles this 
summer.  When I return to Virginia I will not be your President.  I thank Devin for holding down the fort while we 
have been on the road.  I know everyone of you will give him your support as he leads us in the following year. 

 
Paige 
 

Coming Up:   
 

 

August 13, 14 Unit Business Rally, Candy Hill Campground.  Devin is planning 
our August rally.  
 
Devin has reserved 6 sites at Candy Hill Campground for our August business  
rally.  He reserved Friday night, August 13, and Saturday night, August 14.  Each unit 
should have made reservations by June 18. 
 
The group will eat lunch Saturday noon at the Wayside Inn in Middletown. 
The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley is about one mile from the campground.  
Another bright spot would be the Shawnee Springs Peach Market which should have fresh 
peaches at that time of the year. 
 
 

 
 

Sunshine Club honors birthdays and anniversaries 

<< July >> 
Happy Birthday to Julian, Jim  

 
<< August >> 
Happy Birthday to Norma, Karen, Dot, and  Ralph  
 
 
 

Our condolences 
Please all Airstreamers,  keep Tom and Dorothy in your thoughts and prayers.  They are 
traveling in the West with their trailer visiting family.  We just got word that their 39 year 
old son was killed in a tragic car accident in California on the way to visit them.  
 
Our love to the whole family. 
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The news of Ernie’s death was a shock to me when I read my e-mail.  Yes, I knew that 
Ernie's health had not been good the past few years, but I knew that he was planning to be 
at the breakout rally.  I have only known Ernie personally since Ray and I became 
members of the Airstream club about 7-8 years ago.  Ray knew of his family over the years 
because Ernie's dad, Howard, owned an Airstream business next 
to his home place.  Howard and Virginia were charter members of our club.    
 
Ernie was a "dyed in the wool" Airstreamer and had been a member of the Shenandoah 
unit for a number of years.  Even in death, Ernie wore his Airstream jacket with his hat at 
the head of the casket, an Airstream crochet pin on the side of the casket.  He held a 
tractor in one hand and a toy deer in the other with family pictures pinned to the casket 
lid.   I thought, “It is all here”.   
 
God had given Ernie love of family, friends, nature and love of his work.  Ernie embraced 
them all to the fullest. 
 
I always enjoyed "picking" on Ernie and he would give it right back.  I will always 
remember the 3-egg bag omelet I made him at the rally at our Lake house.  Julian was 
teaching us how to make "an omelet in a bag".  I told Ernie I would fix his. 
I threw 3 eggs in that bag with all the fixings you could image.  Don't you know though 
that Ernie ate every bit of it.  I still chuckle when I think about that. 
 
We will miss Ernie but he is in a better place free of aches, pains and limitations.  Our 
prayers are with Jean and the family.  It will be quite a challenge to fill that empty hole. 
 
At the wishes of Jean and family, our unit will send a donation to the Bridgewater Rescue 
Squad who were so faithful in helping the family and Ernie when he needed medical 
attention. 
 
 
 

The following are  Paige’s thoughts  
on Ernie's passing. 

 


