
SUMMER READING LIST AND ASSIGNMENT 

FOR MS. BARBARA’S STUDENTS 
 

Assignment:  
 

Each of you will be required to read 4 books over the summer. You are assigned 2 books for July 

and 2 books for August. Choose your books from the book list that follows this message.  
 

Please make sure that the books you choose are either 1 letter up or down from your reading 

letter. Example: If you are level N you can pick a book that is M-O. 
 

After you read each book, you must visit my summer reading website at: 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/tccsnj.org/ms-barbara-s-summer-reading-2011 
 

At this site, you will be required to answer questions about your books online. Please do not 

answer the questions until you are completely done with the book, since you will only be able to 

submit your answers once.  Keep in mind that I will be able to see when you answered your 

questions, so be sure to read and answer questions for 2 books during July and 2 books during 

August. 
 

If you have any questions or problems, please e-mail me at bfinkelstein@tccsnj.org 
 

Thanks and have a great summer! 
 

-Ms. Barbara 

Ms. Barbara’s Summer Reading List - 2011 

Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman             Level O 

Jemmy, who once made a meager living catching rats in the sewers, is now living in the king's 

castle as the whipping boy for Prince Horace, commonly known to the citizens of the kingdom as 

Prince Brat. Whenever the young prince misbehaves or fails his lessons, Jemmy is punished in 

his place, for it is illegal to spank the heir to the throne.  

When the prince decides to run away, he demands that Jemmy accompany him, so the two boys 

with nothing in common run away together. Once in the woods, Jemmy and Prince Brat are 

captured by two scoundrels, Hold-Your-Nose Billy and Cutwater.  

 

Runaway Ralph by Beverly Cleary         Level O 

Ralph is tired of being bossed around by his mother and Uncle Lester, and he's fed up with his 

pesky little brothers and sisters. Maybe they're happy with their lives, but Ralph is determined to 

grow up to be something more than just another mouse scrounging crumbs at the Mountain View 

Inn. He's going to run away! It's not long before the brave mouse is speeding down the open road 

on his bike. He finds adventure beyond his wildest dreams — and people-sized danger he never 

expected. 



 

Aliens Don’t Wear Braces by D. Dadey and M. Jones      Level M 

 

Strange doings seem to erupt whenever Mrs. Zork, the substitute art teacher, shows up, in this 

most far-out adventure yet about the fun-filled Bailey School kids. From Adventures of the 

Bailey School Kids series.  

 

 

How To Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell    Level M 

Because of a bet, Billy is in the uncomfortable position of having to eat fifteen worms in fifteen 

days. The worms are supplied by his opponent, whose motto is "The bigger and juicier, the 

better!" At first Billy's problem is whether or not he can swallow the worm placed before him, 

even with a choice of condiments from peanut butter to horseradish. But later it looks as if Billy 

will win, and the challenge becomes getting to the worm to eat it. 

Billy's family, after checking with the doctor, takes everything in stride. They even help Billy 

through his gastronomic ordeal, which twists and turns with each new day, leaving the outcome 

of the bet continually in doubt. 

 

The Lucky Baseball Bat  by Matt Christopher    Level M 

Martin wants to be the star of the team! When he loses his bat, will he lose his luck too? 

 

Wayside School is Falling Down  by Louis Sachar    Level Q 

The extraordinary thirty-story school and its zany inhabitants are back in the long-awaited sequel 

to the classic SIDEWAYS STORIES FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL, one of the most popular 

Camelot books ever. The extraordinary thirty-story school and its zany inhabitants are back in 

the long-awaited sequel to the classic SIDEWAYS STORIES FROM WAYSIDE SCHOOL. 

 

Farewell, My Lunch Bag   by Bruce Hale      Level O 

Danger may be Chet Gecko's business, but dessert is his delight. . . . 

Chet Gecko's hunger for mystery is matched only by his appetite for cockroach casserole, 

mosquito marshmallow surprise, and stinkbug pie. So when the cafeteria needs help nabbing a 

food thief, Chet digs into the case with a passion he usually reserves only for dessert. But this 

time Chet may have bitten off more than even he can chew. 

 

 

 



Return To Howliday Inn by James Howe     Level P 

The Monroe family pets are again boarded at Chateau Bow-Wow, where some spooky goings-on 

serve as a distraction from the kennel's poor food. 

 

All about Sam by Lois Lowry       Level O 

Sam Krupnik finally gets to tell his version of life with his big sister, Lowry's popular Anastasia 

Krup-nik. 

 

The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson     Level P 

The horrible Herdmans from The Best Christmas Pageant Ever are modern-day outlaws and the 

most famous kids at Woodrow Wilson School. Their wild behavior and outrageous lies always 

lead to disaster, but somehow all of them continually escape blame. Are they really horrible, or 

could there be some good in them? Find out the real truth about this crazy clan. 

 

Tut, Tut by Jon Scieszak       Level P 

The Time Warp trio takes off for some Ancient Egyptian action. Fred wants to run his fingers 

through the treasure of King Tut; Sam thinks it would be awful to be a mummy; and Joe wants to 

ask the Sphinx the questions on the Egyptian History worksheet. But when the trio winds up on 

the banks of the Nile, hieroglyphic hilarity is guaranteed. 

Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith     Level O 

Henry Green likes to eat lots of chocolate. In some cases, he adds chocolate or chocolate 

flavoring to other foods such as mashed potatoes
.
 One day, Henry comes down with a most 

unusual medical condition. The diagnosis is "chocolate fever." Later on, Henry learns about 

moderating his consumption of chocolate. 

 

Thank You Mr. Falker by Patricia Palocco     Level M 

Thank you, Mr. Falker is the story of a young girl's struggle to read throughout her years in 

elementary school. Set in 1950's this is the true, heart touching story of a child's struggle with 

dyslexia. She really wants to read, and fully expects to, but year after year the letters will not 

come. Tricia endures the teasing of her classmates, until she begins to believe their taunts that 

she is indeed dumb. One day she gets a new teacher, who admires her artwork and believes in 

her. He discovers her secret, that she can not read. With his aid after school, the help of a reading 

teacher, and hard work, she finally experiences the magic of reading in 5th grade. 



 

Go Eat Worms By R.L. Stine       Level O 

They're creepy and they're crawly — they're totally disgusting!  

Obsessed with worms? That's putting it mildly. Todd is so fascinated with worms, he keeps a 

worm farm in his basement! Most of all, Todd loves torturing his sister and her best friend with 

worms. Dropping them in their hair. Down their backs. Until one day, after cutting a worm in 

half, Todd notices something strange. The rest of the worms seem to be staring at him!  

Suddenly worms start showing up in the worst places for Todd. In his bed. In his homework. 

Even in his spaghetti! 

 

The Mystery on Blizzard Mountain  by Gertrude Chandler Warner  Level O  

The Aldens help to blaze a new trail on Blizzard Mountain where rumors tell of buried treasure. 

When a member of their group disappears, it's obvious that someone is trying to stop them from 

clearing the trail. Does a snowy ghost haunt the mountain, or is someone else after the buried 

treasure? 

 

Baseball Fever       by Johanna Hurwitz      Level O  

Ezra Feldman, almost ten, likes baseball more than anything else in the world. But his father 

cannot understand why his son would rather rot his brains watching men swinging big wooden 

sticks than read a book or play chess. Can an unwanted car trip, a grumpy old professor, and a 

surprising chess victory help father and son find a little common ground--and convince Ezra's 

dad that cheering for the national pastime isn't completely off base? Ezra Feldman, almost ten, 

likes baseball more than anything else in the world. But his father cannot understand why his son 

would rather rot his brains watching men swinging big wooden sticks than read a book or play 

chess. Can an unwanted car trip, a grumpy old professor, and a surprising chess victory help 

father and son find a little common ground--and convince Ezra's dad that cheering for the 

national pastime isn't completely off base? 


