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June 22, 2011 

 

Dear Parents of 2011-2012 TCCS 7
th

/8
th

 Graders,  

 

I am looking forward to an exciting 2011-2012 school year in Language Arts, and I am already 

planning several different activities for next year including establishing Social Issues Book Clubs and 

launching the first-ever TCCS online student-written, edited and managed Review of Books. 

As a Language Arts teacher, my principal philosophy is that “freedom to choose and time to 

read and write” are the essential ingredients in building an environment that promotes literacy. I want 

my classroom to be a place where natural and purposeful reading, writing, speaking, and listening take 

place – a place where your son or daughter can become a more articulate user of language, both written 

and spoken. Writing is thinking. I want my students doing a lot of thinking as they read and learn to 

manipulate language through writing and speech. 

This year we implemented the Teachers’ College Reading Program, which uses reading levels, 

beginning at A (kindergarten) and ending with Z (end of 8
th

 grade). Seventh graders should be reading 

at level U at the beginning of the year, and level W by the end of the school year. Thus, the band for 7
th

 

grade is U,V, W. The eighth grade band is X,Y, and Z. Readers below these bands are considered 

below grade level. Readers above are considered to be exceeding grade level. 

 This year students were assessed for fluency and reading comprehension at the beginning and 

end of the year. In this way, students knew what reading level they are on and could choose books 

accordingly throughout the school year. It is important for students to read books at their current level. 

Reading at their level helps them improve as readers and move to a higher level. The more they read, 

the quicker they will move. 

 In June, your student was assessed by Mr. Bonney / Ms. Creange and their current reading 

level was advised (in a hard copy of this letter). 

 

 

Required Summer Reading: 
 

This summer, students should read a total of four books, including Hoot by Carl Hiaasen.  Hoot 

is a level W book and may be challenging for some students and easier for others.  In addition, I would 

like students to pick at least three other books from the attached list of books at his or her reading 

level.  Also, parents should feel free to review other reading lists. The website Scholastic Book Wizard 

allows parents to search books by title, genre, and reading level (just remember to set the reading level 

system to guided reading first). In addition, the following website lists the best young adult books, 

fiction or nonfiction, of the year: www.ala.org/yalsa. 
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Writing Requirement: 
 

On the first day of school, students must submit four brief book summaries to demonstrate that 

they have read the required books. Please write each summary on a separate sheet of paper, using the 

title of the book, author’s name, and your name on each sheet. No more than one page per summary. It 

will be easier to write each summary after you finish reading each book. 

 

Summaries should also include: 

  

o main characters,  

o setting (when and where story takes place),  

o type of problem(s) or conflicts the main character(s) faced,  

o what happened (plot),  

o resolution (how it all works out),  

o and mention of theme (what the big ideas in the book are/what the author is trying to 

say about a big idea like friendship or bullying, etc.) 

 

Supply List: Students received a supply list in homeroom before the end of the year. It will 

also be posted on the TCCS website.  

 

Classroom Library: I continue to build a classroom library that acts as a lending library 

featuring young adult books in a variety of genres. Students are allowed to borrow books from this 

library for independent reading all year. In addition, we conduct book talks in class frequently as a way 

of introducing students to new titles to read. If you have any books that you would like to donate to our 

classroom library, we would be happy to take them. The books can be on a fifth to ninth grade reading 

level (called Young Adult  literature), and they can be fiction or nonfiction. 

 

Writing to Ms. Creange: During the summer, I would be happy to correspond with students 

via email. I would be happy to recommend books /or to comment on student writing. Feel free to email 

me. My email address is rcreange@mac.com. Let’s keep in touch! 

 

Have a wonderful summer, 

Ms. Creange 
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SUMMER READING LIST 2011 – For students entering grades 7 and 8 
 
 

Abbott, Tony. The Postcard. Little, Brown, 2008. Thirteen-year-old Jason finds an old postcard at his recently-

deceased grandmother's house leading him on an adventure that blends figures from an unfinished detective 

story with his family's past. 

 
Ayer, Eleanor.  Parallel Journeys.  Simon & Schuster, 2002.  Growing up in Germany in the 1930s, 
Alfons Heck was a Nazi, Helen Waterford a Jew.  In alternate chapters, the two describe what it was like 
on opposite sides of the Holocaust. (LEVEL Y) 
 
Bloor, Edward.  Tangerine.  Harcourt, 1997.  Twelve-year-old Paul’s family revolves around his football-
hero brother, and fails to notice Paul as he fights for the right to play soccer after his bad eyesight 
disqualified him. (LEVEL U) 
 
Budhos, Marina. Ask Me No Questions.  Atheneum, 2006.  After September 11th, 2001, Nadira’s 
Bangladesh family, living in New York City, become extremely anxious when their visas expire, leading to 
a series of actions and reactions that bring terror and sorrow. 
 
Cabot, Meg.  Airhead.  Point, 2008.  Sixteen-year-old Emerson Watts, an advanced placement student 
with a disdain for fashion, is the recipient of a “whole body transplant” and finds herself transformed into 
one of the world’s most famous teen supermodels. 
 
Chima, Cinda Williams.  Demon King.  Disney/Hyperion, 2009.  The first in a high fantasy series that 
tells of the intertwining fates of former street gang leader Han Alister and headstrong Princess Raisa, as 
Han takes possession of an amulet that once belonged to an evil wizard and Raisa uncovers a conspiracy in 
the Grey Wolf Court. 
  
Cisneros, Sandra.  The House on Mango Street.  Vintage Books, 1991.  Here is Sandra Cisnero's greatly 
admired and best-selling novel of a young girl growing up in the Latino section of Chicago. Acclaimed by 
critics, beloved by children and their parents and grandparents, taught everywhere from inner-city grade 
schools to universities across the country, and translated all over the world, "The House on Mango Street" 
has entered the canon of coming-of-age classics even as it depicts a new American landscape.  
(LEVEL W) 
 
Denenberg, Barry.  Stealing Home.  Sagebrush Education Resources, 1990.  Jackie Robinson was a great 
athlete, but his destiny went far beyond the baseball diamond. As the first black man to play in the all-
white baseball leagues, he was a symbol of courage, hope, and unity for all black and white Americans, and 
for people throughout the world. A fresh new biography of an American hero. (LEVEL V) 
 

Dumas, Alexandre.  The Three Musketeers.  First published 1844.  Young d’Artagnan comes to Paris to 
join the Musketeers; there he and his new friends Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, serve King Louis XIV and 
try to foil the evil plots of Cardinal Richelieu with lots of swordplay. 
                                                                                                                          
Draper, Sharon M.  Fire from the Rock.  Penguin, 2007.  In 1957, honor student Sylvia Patterson is 
thrilled to be chosen to be among the first African American students to attend the all-white Central High 
School in Little Rock Arkansas, but threats of violence by racist mobs cause Sylvia to reconsider. 
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Flinn, Alex. Beastly. HarperTeen, 2007. Kyle Kingsbury, a vain, spoiled, private school 
student who judges others by their appearances, is turned into a frightening monster by a 
girl he humiliates. In order to break the spell, Kyle must find true love. (LEVEL Z) 
 
Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard Book.  HarperCollins, 2008.  Toddler Bod, short for Nobody, stumbles 
into a graveyard after his family is brutally murdered, and is raised lovingly and carefully to the age of 
eighteen by the graveyard’s ghosts and otherworldly creatures.  Newbery Award 2009. (LEVEL X) 
 
Gallo, Donald. First Crossing: Stories about Teen Immigrants. Candlewick, 2004 Short fiction stories 
highlight the extreme challenges often faced by many teen immigrants in America. Contributors are 
prominent authors of young-adult  literature, including Pam Muñoz Ryan, Lensey Namioka, David Lubar, 
and Elsa Marston. 
 
Grimes, Nikki. The Road to Paris.  Putnam, 2006.  Inconsolable at being separated from her older 
brother, eight-year-old Paris is apprehensive about her new foster family but just as she learns to trust 
them, she faces a life-changing decision. 
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Uprising.  Simon & Schuster, 2007. Newly arrived in New York from Italy in 
1911, Bella gets a job at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory working long hours under terrible conditions 
alongside hundreds of other immigrants. When a spark ignites a bit of cloth, the factory becomes engulfed 
in flames. 
 
Hatch, Robert. The Hero Project: 2 Teens, 1 Notebook,13 Extraordinary interviews. McGraw-Hill, 
2005.  Brothers Robert and William Hatch embarked on an ambitious project of interviewing their 
modern-day heroes, asking them, “How have you made America a better place?” Interviewees include 
Lance Armstrong, Yo-Yo Ma, Jackie Chan, Madeleine L’Engle, and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
 
Hesse, Karen.  Witness.  Scholastic, 2003.  Hesse uses poetry and 11 character voices to tell the story of 
the Ku Klux Klan’s infiltration of a small town in Vermont. (LEVEL W) 
 
Hoffman, Alice.  Incantation.  Little, Brown, 2006.  During the Spanish Inquisition, sixteen-year-old 
Estrella, brought up a Catholic, discovers her family’s true Jewish identity, and when their secret is 
betrayed by Estrella’s best friend, the consequences are tragic. (LEVEL Y) 
 
Horowitz, Anthony. Nightrise. Scholastic, 2007. After telepathic twins Jamie and Scott are 
attacked by the evil Nightrise Corporation, one of them is imprisoned while the other 
escapes left to fight with the other three gatekeepers against the evil Old Ones in order to 
save his sibling and prevent the destruction of humanity. 
 
Hughes, Dean. Soldier Boys.  Atheneum, 2001. Two boys, one German and one American, are eager to 
join their respective armies during World War II, and their paths cross at the Battle of the Bulge.  
(LEVEL Y) 
 
Keyes, Daniel.  Flowers for Algernon.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2005.  With more than five million 
copies sold, Flowers for Algernon is the beloved, classic story of a mentally disabled man whose experimental 
quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an extraordinary lab mouse. In poignant diary entries, 
Charlie tells how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental procedure 
takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands until it surpasses that of the doctors who engineered his 
metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific breakthrough of paramount importance--until 
Algernon begins his sudden, unexpected deterioration. Will the same happen to Charlie? (LEVEL Z) 
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Konigsburg, E.L.  The View From Saturday.  Thorndike Press, 2000.  Four children are joined together 
by Mrs. Olinski to form a team, "The Souls," to compete in the academic bowl. We meet them as we hear 
the questions they are given in the finals, and discover their relationship to each other. As the four stories 
proceed, the teacher begins to understand why these four were selected and how they support each other 
and earn the respect of the other students. (LEVEL U) 
 

Levine, Gail Carson.  Fairest.  Harper Collins, 2006. Aza, who is not the fairest, is valued for her beautiful 
singing voice in this fairy tale that include gnomes, magic mirrors and a bumbling good fairy, Lucinda. 
(LEVEL X) 
 
Hunt, Irene.  No Promises in the Wind.  Penguin Group, 1984.  A young man struggles to find a life for 
himself in the turbulent depression of the 1930s. (LEVEL Z) 
                       

Levitin, Sonia.  Journey to America.  Simon & Schuster, 1987.  A Jewish family fleeing Nazi Germany in 
1938 endures innumerable separations before they are once again reunited. (LEVEL U) 
 
Lipsyte, Robert.  The Contender.  HarperCollins, 1987.  Alfred Brooks is scared. He's a highschool 
dropout and his grocery store job is leading nowhere. His best friend is sinking further and further into 
drug addiction. Some street kids are after him for something he didn't even do. So Alfred begins going to 
Donatelli's Gym, a boxing club in Harlem that has trained champions. There he learns it's the effort, not 
the win, that makes the man -- that last desperate struggle to get back on your feet when you thought you 
were down for the count. (LEVEL Z) 
                     

Lowry, Lois.  The Giver.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1993.  Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under 
control. There is no war or fear of pain. There are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the 
community. When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special training from The Giver. The Giver 
alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. Now, it is time for Jonas to receive the 
truth. There is no turning back. (LEVEL Y) 
 
Lupica, Mike. Heat. Philomel Books, 2006. Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social 
services after being banned from playing Little League baseball.  Rival coaches doubt he is only twelve 
years old, but he has no parents to offer them proof. (LEVEL V) 
 
Patterson, James.  Maximum Ride, the Angel Experiment.  Little, Brown, 2005.  After the mutant 
Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the “birdkids” take off in pursuit and find themselves 
battling their seemingly evil creators.  (Maximum Ride series) (LEVEL X) 
 
Peck, Robert Newton.  A Day No Pigs Would Die.  Random House Sprinter Books, 1994.  Robert 
Newton Peck's novel about Vermont farm boyhood has become a celebrated classic, captivating readers 
year after year with it's quiet humor and poignant drama. It is the timeless story of one Shaker boy and his 
beloved pet pig and the joys and hardships that mark his passage into manhood. (LEVEL Z) 
 
Paolini, Christopher.  Eragon.  Random House, 2003.  In Alagaësia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown 
lineage finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, 
peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters. Series (LEVEL V) 
 
Perez, N.A.  Breaker.  University of Pittsburgh Press, 2002.  After his father’s death, 14-year-old Pat is 
forced to go to work in the coal mines that dominate his Pennsylvania town and becomes involved in the 
big mine worker’s strike of 1902. (LEVEL X) 
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Richter, Hans Peter.  Friedrich.  Penguin Group, 1987.  A young German boy recounts the fate of his 
best friend, a Jew, during the Nazi regime. (LEVEL Z) 
 
Schmidt, Gary D.  Trouble.  Clarion, 2008.  Fourteen-year-old Henry, wishing to honor his brother 
Franklin’s dying wish, sets out to hike Maine’s Mount Katahdin with his best friend and his dog.  But fate 
adds another companion—the Cambodian refugee accused of fatally injuring Franklin. 
 
Scieszka, Jon, ed. Guys Write for Guys Read. Viking, 2005. This collection of short 
stories, drawings, comics, poems, and memoirs from well-known writers of ―guy‖ fiction, 
written by boys, for boys includes pieces by Daniel Pinkwater, Neil Gaiman, Will Hobbs, 
Stephen King, Gary Paulsen, and others. (LEVEL Z) 
 
Scieszka, Jon. Knucklehead: Tale Tales & Mostly True Stories About Growing Up 
Scieszka. Viking, 2008. Part memoire, part scrapbook, this is a very funny autobiography 
of growing up in a family of six boys in the 1950‘s. 
 
Schmidt, Gary.  Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy.  Random House, 2006.  Based on true events 
from 1912 off the coast of Maine, this novel explores the friendship between Lizzie Bright Griffin and 
Turner Buckminster, the minister’s son.  With humor and compassion, Schmidt reveals the prejudice and 
self-righteousness which make the town’s elders believe that displacing a community of former slaves and 
other “undesirables” is justified. (LEVEL Y) 
 
Shulman, Polly.  Enthusiasm.  Putnam, 2006.  Julia’s best friend Ashleigh has decided that this year Jane 
Austen’s world will be theirs.  They try to master the proper forms of dancing, speech and behavior (sort-
of) for their early nineteenth century, and then theyset off to find the boys of their dreams at the local 
exclusive boys prep boarding school. 
 
Stolz, Mary.  Ivy Larkin.  Harcourt Children’s Books, 1986.  In New York City during the Depression, 14-
year-old Ivy tries to cope with feelings of not belonging in her elegant private school and with her father’s 
losing his job. 
 

Stroud, Jonathan.  Heroes of the Valley.  Disney/Hyperion, 2009.  Halli Sveinsson, a mischievous young 
man who does not fit in with his peers and siblings, plays a trick on Ragnor that goes too far, forcing halli 
to embark on a hero’s quest in which he will face highway robbers, monsters, an intriguing girl, and truths 
about his family and the legends he grew up with. 
 
Taylor, Mildred.  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  Penguin Group, 2002.  Owning their own land is 
vitally important to Cassie Logan’s family, giving them courage, pride and dignity.  Nightriders, cross 
burnings, and humiliation by a white girl just because she is black show Cassie the strength of her family 
and its ties in a time when black families and the injustices against them are invisible to the rest of society. 
(LEVEL W) 
 
Taylor, Theodore.  The Cay.  Random House Children’s Books, 2002.  Philip, an adolescent white boy 
who is blinded in a torpedo attack at sea during World War II, acquires a new type of vision, courage, and 
love when he is stranded on a tiny Caribbean island with Timothy, a kind, elderly black man. (LEVEL V) 
          

Ursu, Anne.  Shadow Thieves.  Atheneum, 2006.  After her cousin Zee arrives from England, thirteen-
year-old Charlotte and he must set out to save humankind from the denizens of the Underworld, 
Nightmares, Death, Pain, and a really nasty guy named Phil. (LEVEL W) 
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Vande Velde, Vivian. Remembering Raquel. Harcourt, 2007.  Suicide or accident? The life of Raquel 
Falcone, an unpopular, overweight high school freshman, is recalled by classmates, her parents, and the 
driver who struck and killed her as she walked home from an animated film festival. 
 
Verne, Jules. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. First published 1869.  This is a nineteenth-century science 
fiction tale of an electric submarine, its eccentric captain, and undersea world, which anticipated many of 
the scientific achievements of the twentieth century. (LEVEL Z+) 
 
Wrede, Patricia.  Sorcery & Cecilia, or, the Enchanted Chocolate Pot.  Harcourt, 2003. In 1817 in 
England, two cousins, Cecelia living in the country and Kate in London, write letters to keep each other 
informed of their exploits, which take a sinister turn when they find themselves confronted by evil 
wizards. 
 
Yee, Paul.  Dead Man’s Gold and Other Stories.  Groundwood Books, 2004.  These original stories 
blend folklore and legend with contemporary settings to create a realistic portrait of the Chinese immigrant 
experience. From poor villagers seeking to better their lives in the 1850s to families escaping Mao’s 
Cultural Revolution in the 1970s, these tales describe the strength of a people in a strange new land. 
 

Additional Books (by Genre) 
 

Fantasy & Science Fiction 
Hunter's Moon  by Meiling, O.R.  (R) 
Gwen travels to Ireland to visit her cousin, expecting a summer of backpacking, late nights, and the usual 
road trip adventures.  
 
Power of Un  by Etchemendy, N.  (T) 
When he is given a device that will allow him to "undo" what has happened in the past, Gib is not sure 
what event he should change in order to keep his sister from being hit by a truck.  
 
Gossamer   by Lowery L. (V) 
There is a method to the madness of dreams… 
 
Gregor the Overlander   by Collins S.  (V) 
When Gregor and his two year old sister are pulled into an underground world they trigger an epic battle 
involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophesy.  Book 
one in the Underland Chronicles Series. 
 
Things Not Seen  by Clements, A.  (V) 
When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents and his new blind 
friend Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how to reverse it.  
 
Inkheart series  by Funke, C.  (W) 
One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from INKHEART, and an evil ruler escapes the boundaries 
of fiction, landing instead in their living room. Book one in the Inkheart series.  
 
City of Embers   by DuPrau, J (W) 
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new 
places in her city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. Book one in the 
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Lightning Thief  by Riordan, R.  (W) 
Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns that his father is the Greek 
god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter 
of Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a war. 
Book one in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series. 
 
Pendragon   by Mac Hale  D.H.  (X) 
Bobby is a seemingly normal fourteen year old boy.  But there is something very special about Bobby.  He 
is going to save the world. 
Ember series.  
 
Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by Patterson, J.  (X) 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "bird kids," who are the result 
of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own 
origins and purpose 
 
Airborn  by Oppel, K.  (X) 
Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her 

chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living 

hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.  
 
Messenger   by Lowrey, L.  (Y) 
In this novel that unites characters from "The Giver" and "Gathering Blue," Matty, a young member of a 
utopian community that values honesty, conceals a healing power he cannot explain.  
 
House of Scorpion   by Farmer N. (Z)  
A sci-fi thriller about a young clone struggling for acceptance in his tumultuous, sheltered world. 
.  

Fiction 
Sheep  by Hobbs, V.  (R) 
After a fire destroys the farm where he was born, a border collie acquires a series of owners and learns 
about life as he seeks a home and longs to fulfill his life's purpose of shepherding sheep.  
 
No Talking  by Clements, A.  (R) 
The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade girls to a 
"no talking" contest.  
 
The Thing About Georgie   by Graff, L.  (T) 
Georgie's dwarfism causes problems, but he could always rely on his parents, his best friend, and classmate 
Jeanie the Meanie's teasing, until a surprising announcement, a new boy in school, and a class project shake 
things up.  
 
Miracle on 49th Street  by Lupica, M.   (X) 
Josh is MVP of the Celtics and a media darling with a spotless reputation. He has it all . . . including a 
daughter he never knew.  
 
Emako Blue   by  Woods, B.  (Z) 
Monterey, Savannah, Jamal, and Eddie have never had much to do with each other until Emako Blue 
shows up at chorus practice, but just as the lives of the five Los Angeles high school students become 
intertwined, tragedy tears them apart.  
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Realistic Fiction 
Petey   by Mikaelsen, B.  (O) 
In 1922, Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an idiot and institutionalized; sixty years later, 
still in the institution, he befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.  
 
Rules  by Lord, C.  (R) 
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her 
world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.  
 
On My Honor   by Bauer, M.D.,  (S) 
When his friend drowns while they are both swimming in a river, Joel is devastated and terrified at having 
to tell both sets of parents the terrible consequences of their disobedience.  
 
Sahara Special  by Codell, E.R.  (S) 
Struggling with school and her feelings since her father left, Sahara gets a fresh start with a unique teacher 
who supports her writing talents and the individuality of each of her classmates.  
 
Defiance  by Hobbs, V.  (T) 
Toby, a cancer patient, learns lessons about living and dying from an elderly poet and her cow.  
 
Peak  by Smith, R.  (T) 
A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.  
 
Flipped   by Van Draanan, W.  (U) 
Two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed 
over the years.  
 
Eggs   by Spinelli, J.  (U) 
Mourning the loss of his mother, nine-year-old David forms an unlikely friendship with independent, 
quirky Primrose, as the two help each other deal with what is missing in their lives.  
 
Hush  by Woodson, J.  (U) 
Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.  
 
The Graduation of Jake Moon   by Park, B.  (U) 
Jake recalls how he has spent the last four years watching his grandfather descend slowly into the horrors 
of Alzheimer's disease.  
 
Crash   by Spinelli, J.  (V) 
Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive behavior, 
until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather's stroke make him consider the 
meaning of friendship and the importance of family.  
 
Stargirl  by Spinelli, J.  (V) 
A teen who animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality, suddenly finds herself shunned for her 
refusal to conform.  
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Pictures of Hollis Woods  by Giff, P.R.  (V) 
A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers the only 
other time she was happy in a foster home, with a family that seemed to care about her.  
 
Schooled   by Korman, G.  (V) 
Capricorn has never watched television, never heard of a Starbucks, and never attended school, but he 
knows how to drive a car.  
 
Here Lies the Librarian  by Peck, R.  (V) 
Eleanor "Peewee" McGrath, a tomboy and automobile enthusiast, discovers new possibilities for her 
future after the 1914 arrival in her small Indiana town of four young librarians.  
 
The Skin I'm In   by Flake, S.  (W) 
Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark on her 
face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she looks like.  
 
Truth and Salsa  by Lowery, L.  (W) 
Having moved from Michigan to live with her grandmother in Mexico, Hayley tries to sort out her feelings 
about her parents' separation while also helping some townsmen.  
 
Hoot  by Hiaasen, C.  (W) 
Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully.  
 
Hurt Go Happy  by Rorby, G.  (W) 
Joey Willis has been deaf since age six, but her mother has refused to let her learn sign language, leaving 
Joey struggling to connect with those around her until she meets Dr. Mansell and his baby chimpanzee, 
who secretly teach Joey how to sign.  
 
Tears of a Tiger  by Draper, S.  (Z) 
The death of high school basketball star Rob Washington in an car accident affects the lives of his friend 
Andy, who was driving the car, and many others in the school. Mature subject matter.  
 


