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June 23, 2011 
 
 
Dear Parents of 2011-2012 TCCS 5th/6th Graders,  
 

It is exciting for me to have the chance to introduce myself as the Language Arts and 
Writers’ Workshop teacher for the TCCS 2011-2012 school year.  I have been teaching for over 
10 years; the last eight years at TCCS.  I am excited to help your child build on his or her 
reading and writing skills.  

This year the school implemented the Teachers’ College Reading Program, which uses 
reading levels to help guide reading development in a targeted manner.  Your child is 
assessed and issued a letter level, in which they should select books to read.  The letters begin 
at A (Kindergarten) and move through Z (end of 8th grade).  Students can log into the website 
http://bookwizard.scholastic.com/tbw/homePage.do (a Scholastic website) to find the 
“Guided Reading” level.   Please note that all books have not been “leveled.”   

There are three required reading books for the 5th/6th graders this summer.  The school 
will be reading books related to protection of the environment. One required book is the eco 
mystery Who Really Killed Cock Robin by Jean Craighead George.  Students will follow 
Tony, as he sifts through all the clues to find why the town mascot, Cock Robin mysteriously 
dies.   Students will spend our initial weeks in class discussing the book.  Students must 

select a second and third book from the list that can be found on the TCCS website.  The 
assignments for all three books can be found with the book list sheet.  

Attached is a copy of the book list and the assignments.  Students have also received a 
supply list compiled by all the fifth and sixth grade teachers.  During the summer, I would be 
happy to correspond with students via email.  Feel free to email me at pbonney@tccsnj.org. 

 
Enjoy the summer, 
Mr. Bonney  
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SUMMER READING LIST 2011 – For students entering grades 5-6 
 

***Students entering grades 5-6 are required to read at least three books.   
 
REQUIRED READING – All students must read and respond to this book:   
  

Who Really Killed Cock Robin by Jean Craighead George 
      

PLUS 
 
CHOICE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT:   
You must also read two more books from the list. 
 
Then you must write a brief (2 paragraphs) summary of the books that you read, INCLUDING THE 
ENDING of your book.   
 
You must be prepared for a book share on the choice book during the first week of school.  You will have 
to tell the class about your book.  During the book share you should not tell what happens at the end of 
your book, so that if your classmates become interested in the book, you will not ruin the ending for them. 
 
All of the above is required and will count as the first grade of the new school year in Language Arts.  
Make sure you are doing the reading so you don’t fall behind right away. 
 
 
CHOOSE ONE FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST: 
 

Appelt, Kathi. Keeper           LEVEL U 
Ten-year-old Keeper believes in wishes and magic, and why shouldn't she? Her mother, gone for the last 
seven years, is a mermaid, after all! So on the day of the Blue Moon, when everything she does has a 
disastrous result, Keeper knows her only option is to row out past the sandbar to the treacherous open 
water of the Gulf of Mexico, accompanied by BD (Best Dog) and Captain the seagull, and hope her 
mermaid mama can tell her how to fix things.  
 
Buyea, Rob. Because of Mr. Terupt         LEVEL Y 
Mr. Terupt follows in the footsteps of those inspiring teachers who encourage their students to think for 
themselves, question the conventions they understand about school, and become better people. The 

narration here is shared by so many that it is hard for readers to feel similarly inspired, but what they‟ll get 
instead is the school-year-long unfolding of each of seven fifth-graders as they face their own flaws, come 
to terms with their home lives, and reconcile their roles in a tragic accident that nearly takes the life of their 
beloved teacher, hinted at with the innocuous-looking snowball on the front cover.  
 
Burg, Shana.  A Thousand Never Evers.  Delacorte, 2008.   
Addie Ann Pickett, an African-American girl in 1963 Kuckachoo, Mississippi, journals about her family, 
the racial injustices they face, and her fears for her older brother Elias when he goes missing due to her 
own carelessness. 
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Clements, Andrew. Troublemaker   
There’s a folder in Principal Kelling’s office that’s as thick as a phonebook and it’s growing daily. It’s 
filled with the incident reports of every time Clayton Hensley broke the rules. There’s the minor stuff like 
running in the hallways and not being where he was suppose to be when he was supposed to be there. But 
then there are also reports that show Clay’s own brand of troublemaking, like the most recent addition: 
the art teacher has said that the class should spend the period drawing anything they want and Clay decides 
to be extra “creative” and draw a spot-on portrait of Principal Kellings…as a donkey. It’s a pretty funny 
joke, but really, Clay is coming to realize that the biggest joke of all may be on him. When his big brother, 
Mitchell, gets in some serious trouble, Clay decides to change his own mischief making ways…but he can’t 
seem to shake his reputation as a troublemaker.  
 
Connor, Leslie.  Waiting for Normal..  Katherine Tegen, 2008.   
Addie would like a normal life. Not only does she live in a trailer in Schenectady, New York with her 
mother, who is not at all responsible or parental, but also she is separated from her kind and loving 
stepfather and younger half-sisters. Schneider Family Book Award. Bluebonnet Nominee 09-10. 
 
Corbett, Sue. Free Baseball..  Dutton, 2006.         LEVEL T 
Baseball is in eleven-year-old Felix Piloto’s blood. His Cuban father plays professionally, but Felix knows 
little else about him. When he runs away to serve as a batboy for a professional baseball team, Felix 
ultimately discovers his father’s story, as well as his love for his mother, a dog, and of course, the game.  
 
Cotler, Steve. Cheesie Mack is Not a Genius or Anything   

Recent 5th grade graduate Ronald “Cheesie” Mack documents the school year‟s most memorable events 
from his perspective as a behind the scenes observer. He uses an offbeat list, drawings, and made up word 
combinations to illustrate his story.  
 
Delano, Marfe Ferguson. Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s 
Teacher.  National Geographic, 2008.   
Annie Sullivan grew up in extreme poverty with her own eye problems. Her first and only job was teaching 
Helen Keller how to “see” despite the fact that she was blind, deaf, and mute. 
 
Dowd, Siobhan.  The London Eye Mystery.  David Fickling Books, 2008.     LEVEL X 
When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must 
work together--Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat--to try to solve the mystery 
of what happened to Salim.  
 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark. Falling In  
Isabelle Bean has no friends since her classmates consider her weird and even scary. She prefers thrift 
shops to the mall and dresses in whatever she feels like at the moment. One day, sitting in class 
concentrating on a strange buzzing sound, she is sent to the principal's office for not paying attention. She 
opens the door to a supply closet and is plunged into a fairy-tale like world in an alternate universe. 
 
Erskine, Kathryn. The Absolute Value of Mike   
Mike tries so hard to please his father, but the only language his dad seems to speak is calculus. And for a 
boy with a math learning disability, nothing could be more difficult. When his dad sends him to live with 
distant relatives in rural Pennsylvania for the summer to work on an engineering project, Mike figures this 
is his big chance to buckle down and prove himself. But when he gets there, nothing is what he thought it 
would be. The project has nothing at all to do with engineering, and he finds himself working alongside his 
wacky eighty-something- year-old aunt, a homeless man, and a punk rock girl as part of a town-wide 
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project to adopt a boy from Romania. Mike may not learn anything about engineering, but what he does 
learn is far more valuable. 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini.  Greenwillow, 2006.    LEVEL X 
Born Ehrich Weiss into a poor and struggling family, Harry Houdini sought out fame and went on to 
perform some of the world’s most astonishing magic tricks.  Houdini’s is a classic rags to riches story with 
plenty of personality to spare.  
 
Gutman, Dan. Mission Unstoppable 
 Thrill seekers and Gutman fans alike will welcome the opening installment of the Genius Files series, 
which follows twin 12-year-olds Coke and Pepsi McDonald on their cross-county vacation. The 
precocious brother and sister uncover a secret government plot to use “YAGs,” or Young American 
Geniuses, to solve the complex problems of the nation, and find that they are on the list.  
 
Hiaasen, Carl.  Scat.  Knopf, 2009.           LEVEL W 
Nick and Marta are determined to find what happened to the biology teacher after she disappears on a 
school field trip to Black Vine Swamp resulting in a fast paced ecological mystery involving the Florida 
Panther and a cast of unique characters.  
 
Klise, Kathryn.  Dying to Meet You.  Harcourt, 2009.       LEVEL U 
A cranky, burned-out children’s mystery writer moves into a dilapidated, old Victorian house, searching for 
peace and quiet to help him get over writer’s block; unbeknownst to him, the house is already occupied by 
a boy, his cat, and the ghose of the houses’s original owner.  (First of a Series)  
 
Law, Ingrid. Savvy 
Mississippi Beaumont ("Mibs" for short) cannot wait for her 13th birthday. There's the allure of finally 
becoming a teenager, of course, but in the Beaumont family, 13 is when family members get their "savvy," 
or unworldly power. For Mibs's older brother Fish, it's control over the elements, and for her mother it's 
the ability to do everything perfectly. Unfortunately, Mibs's excitement is cut short when her father is 
injured in a car accident. Convinced that her new powers will be able to save her Poppa, she and some 
new friends climb aboard a bus toting pink bibles on her birthday, in the hopes of getting to the hospital. 
 
Lawrence, Caroline.  The Thieves of Ostia: A Roman Mystery (Book 1). Penguin Group, 2004.  
LEVEL T 
 Readers are whisked to the first century A.D. to help girl detective Flavia Gemina solve a brutal crime in 
the Roman port city of Ostia.  This mystery offers an intriguing glimpse into the customs, attitudes, and 
class system of the Roman Empire. (Series)    
 
Lowry, Lois.  The Willoughbys.   Houghton Mifflin, 2008.   
The four Willoughby children devise a plan to become orphans, unaware that their despicable parents are 
trying to lose them. The humorous glossary and annotated reading list of classic children’s literature are 
not to be missed. 
 
Mass, Wendy.  11 Birthdays.  Scholastic, 2009.   
Best friends since their mothers met at the hospital when they were born, Amanda and Leo always 
celebrate their birthdays together. However, now that they are turning 11, they are no longer speaking to 
each other and everything is not as normal as it may appear. This is one birthday that does not seem to 
end! 
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McDonald, Megan. Cloudy With a Chance of Boys 
As the middle sister in a family with three girls, Stevie Reel doesn’t know much about boys, and that’s 
always been just fine with her. But lately, things have been changing: kids at school are starting to pair up, 
and Owen, the new boy in her Earth Science class, seems to have his sights set on Stevie. The trouble is, 
Stevie doesn’t want a boyfriend- she’s not even sure she’s ready to have a boyfriend. And her sisters, who 
know exactly where they stand on the issue of boys, are no help: drama queen Alex is busy trying to 
orchestrate a perfect, Romeo-and-Juliet-style first kiss from her heartthrob, Scott Towel (er, Howell), while 
Joey can‟t understand why anyone would like a boy better than a frog anyway. (Series) 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuff.  Penguin Group, 1988.    LEVEL Y 
New to 116th Street in New York, a young boy soon makes friends and begins a year of unusual 
experiences.         
 
Riordan, Rick.  Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief – Book 1.  Hyperion, 2005. 
What if the Olympians were alive in the 21st Century?  What if they fell in love with mortals and had 
children who might become great heroes, like Theseus, Jason, and Hercules?  What if you were one of 
those children?  Such is the discovery that launches 12-year-old Percy Jackson on the most dangerous 
quest of his life. 
 
Rubalcaba, Jill.  The Wadjet Eye. Houghton Miffin Harcourt, 2006      LEVEL W 
Set in the Roman Empire in 45 B.C., this fast-paced and sometimes gory story tells how Damon honors 
his mother and searches for his father. 
 
Ryan, Pam Muñoz.  Becoming Naomi Leon.  Scholastic, 2004.        LEVEL V 
When Naomi’s absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-
grandmother and younger brother in search of her father. 
 
Scieszka, Jon. Funny Business    
For this title, author Jon Scieszka invited some of today's top writers of children's fiction to contribute a 
humorous short story. The resulting compilation has something for everyone. Looking for a story heavy 
on the ick-factor? Suggest Jack Gantos's “The Bloody Souvenir,” in which the Pagoda brothers return to 
wreak more havoc. David Yoo's “A Fistful of Feathers” features a bloodthirsty turkey intent on destroying 
the narrator's life. Eoin Colfer offers an autobiographical piece that shares how his younger brother was 
his real-life inspiration for Artemis Fowl. Kate DiCamillo and Scieszka team up to offer a hilarious 
correspondence between Joe and an author who knows how to hold her own with unmotivated students.  
 
Turner, Megan Whelan.  The Thief.  HarperCollins, 2005.  
Gen, a young thief, is liberated from prison to go on a quest with the king’s scholar.  The scholar needs a 
skillful burglar to obtain a mythical stone that supposedly protects its owner from death and guarantees the 
right to rule. 
 
Whelan, Gloria.  Chu Ju’s House. Harper Collins, 2005.   
When Chu Ju is 14 years old, her mother gives birth to a second daughter.  Rural China policy restricts 
families to two children, and when Chu Ju’s bitter grandmother convinces the parents to put the new baby 
up for adoption, leaving space in the family for a possible boy “to care for us in our old age,” Chu Ju runs 
away.  By the story’s end, Chu Ju’s intelligence and good heart win her land, family respect and the 
promise of romance. 
             
  


