
SUMMER READING LIST 2011 – For students entering Grades 3-4 
 

**PLEASE SEE THE THREE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 
AT THE END OF THIS PACKET** 

 

***Students entering grades 3-4 are required to read at least THREE (3) books.  One is the required book 
below.  This book ties into the school-wide environmental theme for the 2011-2012 school year.  
 

REQUIRED BOOK:  The Wump World by Bill Peet 
 
 

Third graders:  Choose two books from the reading list below and print and complete the appropriate book 
report templates that follow the list. 
Fourth graders: 1. Choose one book from the list below.  Then, print and complete the appropriate book 
report template that follows the list.  
2. Choose one book from the second list that follows and then answer questions about it online at 
https://sites.google.com/a/tccsnj.org/summer-reading-2011/ . . 
 
Bagert, Brod.  School Fever.  Dial, 2008. Hilarious poems, clever art work, and wacky subjects combine to 
change the way you’ll think of school forever. 
 
Barshaw, Ruth McNally.  Ellie McDoodle: New Kid in School.  Bloomsbury, 2008.  Armed only with 
humor, a pen, and a sketchbook, eleven-year-old Ellie McDoodle chronicles her adventures and mishaps as 
the “new kid” in her new school.  (Series) 
 
Berman, Len.  And Nobody Got Hurt 2! The World’s Weirdest, Wackiest, and Most Amazing True 
Sports Stories.  Little, Brown, 2007. This is a collection of sports bloopers and phenomena from all over the 
world in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, golf, tennis, and the Olympics.  (Nonfiction) 
 
Bidner, Jenni.  Is My Dog a Wolf: How Your Pet Compares to its Wild Cousin.  Lark Books, 2006.  
Examines the differences and similarities between dogs and wolves with descriptions of how both have 
descended from the ancient wolf and how they have evolved into two diverse species. (Nonfiction) 
 
Boniface, William. The Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary Boy: the Return of Meteor Boy.  
HarperCollins, 2007. Ordinary Boy uses his head and manages to solve an old mystery and save the day once 
again for Superopolis, despite having no superpowers of his own.  (Series) 
 
Bruel, Nick. Happy Birthday, Bad Kitty. Roaring Brook, 2009. Bad Kitty's birthday party 
seems to be going well until her presents begin to disappear, but is one of the guests stealing 
them? Series 

  
Buckley, Carol. Tarra and Bella: The Elephant and Dog Who Became Best Friends. 
Putnam, 2009. This book shares the story of an elephant named Tarra who befriends a dog, 
Bella, at an elephant sanctuary. 
 
Clements, Andrew.  No Talking.  Simon & Schuster, 2007.  The noisy fifth grade class of Laketon 
Elementary becomes suspiciously quiet when the boys challenge the girls to a “no talking” contest. 
 
Cline-Ransome, Lesa.  Young Pele: Soccer's First Star.  Schwartz & Wade, 2007.  Despite coming from a 
poor Brazilian family, Pele uses determination and skill to become the greatest soccer player of all time.  
(Nonfiction Biography) 
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Coombs, Kate. The Secret-Keeper. Atheneum, 2006. Kalli is entrusted with everyone’s secrets 
until the potter’s son reveals the best secret of all.  
 
Coville, Bruce.  Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher.  Harcourt, 1991.  In this sequel to The Monster's 
Ring, Jeremy purchases a strange egg which turns out to be a dragon that only he and Mary Lou can see.   
(Series)     (Can also read The Monster’s Ring) 
 
Crisp, Marty. Titanicat. Sleeping Bear, 2008. Every ship had a cat, and in this historical 
fiction picture book, the story of the Titanic's cat is told, but just where is the cat's luck during 
the Titanic's doomed voyage?  
 
Davies, Nicola.  Extreme Animals: the Toughest Creatures on Earth.  Candlewick, 2006. This amazing 
natural history book reveals how animals adapt to and survive the harshest of conditions that would kill any 
human.  (Nonfiction) 
 
Eilenberg, Max. Beauty and the Beast. Candlewick, 2006. This beautifully illustrated version 
of the classic tale includes such interesting family members as Beauty’s two spoiled sisters 
and her proud, adoring father. 
 
Friedman, Laurie B.  Red White and True Blue Mallory.   Carolrhoda, 2009.  On a class trip to 
Washington, D.C., Mallory keeps a journal in which she writes about sites she visits, her bothersome loose 
tooth, the lack of attention from her best friend Mary Ann, and getting lost in a museum. (Series) 
 
Funke, Cornelia.  Ghosthunters and the Incredibly Revolting Ghost.  Scholastic, 2006.  Nine-year-old 
Tom overcomes his fear of ghosts and joins forces with Hetty Hyssop, a professional ghostbuster, to get rid 
of an incredibly revolting ghost.  (Series) 
 
Gibbons, Gail.  Hurricanes!  Holiday House, 2009.  Informative text and drawings present an overview of 
how hurricanes are formed, their categories, the destruction they can cause, and how they are forecasted and 
tracked. 
 
Gifford, Peggy.  Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Writing Thank-you Notes.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  
Ten-year-old Moxy Maxwell has promised to write twelve thank you notes by the day after Christmas so that 
she and her twin brother Mark can go to Hollywood to visit their father, but all her brilliant ideas to help 
finish the task more efficiently end up creating chaos in the house. 
 
Gutman, Dan. Nightmare at the Book Fair. Simon and Schuster, 2008. Fifth-grader Trip 
Dinkelman, who does not like to read very much, is hit on the head by a bookfair case and 
becomes a character in a series of different books including a horror story, an adventure, and 
a fantasy.  
 
Harper, Charise Mericle.  Just Grace Walks the Dog.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  Grace hopes to prove to 
her parents that she can be dependable and responsible enough to have a real dog, not just the cardboard dog 
she has been pulling around. 
 
Hicks, Betty.  Scaredy-Cat Catcher.   Roaring Brook Press, 2009.  Rocky has all-star catcher potential until a 
play at the plate broke his arm resulting in his needing help from his friends, coach, and dog to overcome his 
fear of getting hurt again. 
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Holt, Kimberly Willis.  Piper Reed Gets a Job.  Henry Holt, 2009.  Piper starts a party-planning business in 
order to earn enough money to buy a clubhouse for their Gypsy Club members, but discovers the job is not 
nearly as easy as she had thought.  (Series) 
 

Kelly, Katy.  Lucy Rose: Working Myself to Pieces and Bits.  Delacorte, 2007.  In her diary, fourth grader 
Lucy Rose, who is a lover of palindromes and big words, records her adventures with friends Jonique and 
Melonhead, including their unorthodox ways of raising money so that the McBees can remodel their bakery.  
(Series) 
 

Levine, Gail Carson. Fairy Dust and the Quest for the Egg. Disney, 2005. Follow fairy Prilla 
in her quest to save Never Land despite her feelings of inadequacy and frustration over being a 
"no-talent" fairy. Series  
 

Lin, Grace.  The Year of the Dog.  Little, Brown, 2006.  Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for 
everything, a young Taiwanese-American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog to 
her own life.  (Series) 
 

Lubar, David.  Punished!  Darby Creek, 2006.  Because he was playing tag in the reference section of the 
library, Logan is punished by Professor Wordsworth, who puts a spell on him that is broken only by finding 
anagrams, palindromes, and oxymorons. 
 

Markle, Sandra.  Animal Heroes: True Rescue Stories.  Milbrook Press, 2009. Nin riveting tales share 
examples of animals saving humans, along with photos and extra information and insights into animal 
behavior.   (Nonfiction) 
 

Markey, Kevin.  Slumpbuster.  HarperCollins, 2009.  Just when his team is counting on him to lead them 
into the division championship, Banjo Bishbash goes into a horrendous hitting slump. (Super Slugger Ser.) 
 

McDonald, Megan.  Judy Moody and Stink: The Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad Treasure Hunt.  Candlewick, 
2009.   This island vacation is all about action as Judy Moody and Stink race other teams of vacationing 
“pirates” to collect gold doubloons in the hunt for Blackbeard’s treasure.  (Series) 
 

O'Malley, Kevin. Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude. Walker & Co., 2005. Cooperatively 
writing a fairy tale for school, a girl imagines a beautiful princess whose beloved ponies are 
being stolen by a giant, and a boy conjures up the muscular biker who will guard the last 
pony in exchange for gold. 
 

Pennypacker, Sara.  Clementine’s Letter.  Hyperion, 2008.  After learning that her favorite teacher will be 
leaving for a trip to Egypt and will be absent for the remainder of the year, Clementine devises a plan to get 
rid of the substitute and get Mr. D'Matz to stay.   (Series) 
 

Perkins, Mitali.  Rickshaw Girl.  Charlesbridge, 2007.  When her family faces financial difficulties, Naima 
seeks to find a way to help while remaining true to her Bangladeshi heritage and her own artistic talent. 
 

Scieszka, Jon.  Summer Reading is Killing Me.  Viking, 1998.  Anticipating a great summer, Fred, Sam, and 
Joe travel and find themselves in the midst of a battle between good and evil characters from their summer 
reading lists.  (Series) 
 

Simon, Seymour.  Horses.  HarperCollins, 2006.  Horse-lovers will enjoy this book of photographs and 
accompanying text which provides interesting information about horses.   (Nonfiction) 
 

Tolan, Stephanie S. Wishworks Inc. Arthur A. Levine, 2009. Third grader Max copes with his 
parents' divorce by retreating into an imaginary world complete with an imaginary dog to 
protect him from the bullies at school until he realizes that one must be careful what one 
wishes for even at his imaginary Wishworks, Inc. 
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                                                                                         TCCS Summer Reading 2011 – Grades 3 and 4 6 

Fourth graders:  For your third book, choose one book from the list that follows.  A set of 
guided reading questions will be available on the TCCS website for these books.   
 
ASSIGNMENT:  Once you have completed reading one of the following books, please visit 
https://sites.google.com/a/tccsnj.org/summer-reading-2011/ to respond to questions about 
your book.  This must be completed BEFORE the first day of school. 
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