
SUMMER READING LIST 2011  -- For students entering Grade 1 and Grade 2 
 
***Students entering grades 1-2 are required to read at least 3 books.   
 

All students entering grades 1-2 will read The Lorax by Dr. Seuss. 
 
In addition to the above book, choose two other books from the following list.  We are asking you to limit 
book choices to this list.  Attached are two book report forms for student responses:  one for fiction 
books and one for nonfiction.  Choose the appropriate form and make copies, if necessary.   
 
Applegate, Katherine. Never Glue Your Friends to Chairs. HarperCollins, 2008. Roscoe 
Riley, upset with the notion that his teacher could get in trouble, comes up with a plan to 
keep the bee antennae on the first graders' heads, and help the drummers stay in their 
seats for the open house play. Series  
 
Beard, Alex. The Jungle Grapevine. Abrams, 2009. Reminiscent of Chicken Little, this 
cleverly illustrated book demonstrates how rumors get started and quickly get out of hand.  
 
Browne, Anthony. Little Beauty. This beautifully illustrated, simple story describes a 
gorilla with the ability to communicate in sign language who asks for a new friend and is 
not disappointed.  
 
Davies, Nicola.  Surprising Sharks.  Candlewick Press, 2003.  Sharks come in all shapes and sizes. Many 
species from the smallest to the scariest are described in this informative picture book. (Nonfiction) 
 
Dicamillo, Kate.  Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig.  Candlewick Press, 2008. Two sisters move in next 
door to where Mercy the pig lives, and frustrated when Mercy continues to eat their flowers they decide to 
call for the help of an Animal Control Officer, Francine Poulet, to handle the case.  (Series) 
 
Ernst, Lisa Campbell. The Gingerbread Girl. Dutton, 2006. After their first gingerbread 
disaster, the lonely old couple decides to bake again and create a gingerbread girl who 
proves herself to be one smart cookie.  
 
Fleischman, Paul.  Sidewalk Circus.  Candlewick Press, 2004. A young girl watches as the activities across 
the street from her bus stop become a circus. 
 
Grogan, John.  Bad Dog Marley.  Harper Collins, 2007.  Marley, a rambunctious puppy causes lots of 
trouble in his new home and feels very sad about it. He then proves beyond a doubt that he is a valuable 
member of the household. 
 
Harper, Jessica.  Uh-Oh Cleo.  Putnam, 2008. What starts out as a perfectly ordinary day in the Small 
house turns into Stitches Saturday when Cleo gets a cut on the head after her twin brother, Jack, 
accidentally pulls down their toy house. 
 
Hicks, Betty.  Goof-Off Goalie.  Roaring Brook Press, 2008. Ten-year-old Goose is best at goofing off, 
but when he decides to become the goalie for their soccer team, his friend Henry sets up a practice 
schedule and enlists their other friends to help Goose improve his skills.  (Series) 
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Hoberman, Mary Ann.  You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Fairy Tales to Read Together.  
Little, Brown, 2004. This title presents short retellings of familiar fairy tales, each told in two voices, 
designed especially for young children and adults to read together.  (Series) 
 
Hort, Lenny. Did Dinosaurs Eat Pizza? Mysteries Science Hasn’t Solved. Holt, 2006. 
While much is known about dinosaur anatomy, behavior, and habitat, the author points 
out the many mysteries that remain to be answered about these extinct creatures.  
 
Howe, James.  Houndsley and Catina:  Plink and Plunk.  Candlewick, 2009.  Houndsley likes canoeing 
and his friend Catina likes bicycling, but each has to help the other learn to enjoy these activities in order 
to do them together.  (Series) 
 
Kaczman, James. Lucky Monkey, Unlucky Monkey. Houghton Mifflin, 2008. While Ed the 
monkey has the most wonderful day imaginable, Ted the monkey faces everything from bad 
weather to being chased by wild animals and an angry troll. 
 
Krebs, Laurie.  Off We Go To Mexico! An Adventure in the Sun.  Barefoot, 2006.  Colorful text with 
an introduction to Spanish words describes a family’s trip to Mexico where they swim in turquoise seas, 
admire grey whales and monarch butterflies, hike to native villages, and sing and dance to the music of 
Mariachi bands. 
 
LaMarche, Jim. Lost and Found: Three Dog Stories. Chronicle Books, 2009. A 
compilation of three short stories that indeed prove there is a powerful connection between 
dogs and children. 
 
Larson, Kirby and Nethery, Mary.  Two Bobbies: A True Story of Hurricane Katrina, Friendship, 
and Survival.  Bobbi the dog and Bob Cat show us how friendship and perseverance kept them together 
through the rough times of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Leedy, Loreen. Missing Math: A Number Mystery. Marshall Cavendish, 2008. A numerical 
mystery ensues when the numbers all over town suddenly disappear bringing a halt to 
everyday activities.  
 
Levine, Ellen.  Henry’s Freedom Box.  Scholastic, 2007.  This is a fictionalized account of how in 1849, a 
Virginia slave, Henry “Box” Brown escapes to freedom by shipping himself in a wooden crate from 
Richmond to Philadelphia. 
 
Lies, Brian.  Bats at the Library.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008. Bored with another normal, inky evening, bats 
discover an open library window and fly in to enjoy the photocopier, water fountain, and especially the 
books and stories found there. 
 
Markle, Sandra.  Spiders: Biggest! Littlest!   Boyds Mills, 2004. From the Goliath Bird Spider to the 
Crab Spider, amazing photographs show how spiders benefit from their size. Includes a map of where 
spiders live.  (Nonfiction)  
 
McDonald, Megan.  Stink and the Great Guinea Pig Express.  Candlewick Press, 2008. Stink Moody, 
friends Webster and Sophie, and Mrs. Birdwistle visit tourist attractions in Virginia as they try to give away 
101 guinea pigs rescued from a laboratory, although Stink is very reluctant to relinquish his favorite, Astro.  
(Series) 
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McKissack, Patricia.  Precious and the Boo Hag.  Atheneum, 2005.  Home alone with a stomach ache 
while the family works in the fields, a young girl faces up to the horrifying Boo Hag that her brother 
warned her about. 
 
Negron, Ray.  The Greatest Story Never Told: the Babe and Jackie.  HarperCollins, 2008.  Two young 
boys who are sick in the hospital decide they do not want to be roommates because of their differences, 
but when they travel back in time and meet Babe Ruth and Jackie Robinson, they change their minds.   
 
Nevius, Carol. Baseball Hour. Marshall Cavendish, 2008. All baseball players will enjoy the 
rhythmic rhyming of this story and photo-like illustrations of children practicing baseball in 
an effort to build a winning team and, ultimately, a circle of friends.  
 
Ó Flatharta, Antoine. Hurry and the Monarch. Knopf, 2005. On her way from Canada, a 
monarch butterfly lands on Hurry the tortoise in Wichita Falls, Texas. Through their 
friendship, Hurry witnesses the life cycle of a monarch. This story has strong Texas 
connections and the illustrations depict the beauty of the Monarch and Texas springtime.  
 
Parish, Herman. Amelia Bedelia’s First Day of School. Greenwillow, 2009. Amelia 
Bedelia, a literal-minded first-grader, finds her first day of school filled with 
confusing adventures--much to her delight. Series  
 
Recorvits, Helen.  Yoon and the Jade Bracelet.  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2008.  Although she really would 
have liked a jump rope for her birthday, Yoon is happy to receive a Korean picture book and a jade 
bracelet passed down from her grandmother; and when she wears the bracelet to school it seems as if her 
wish for a jump rope and a friend is about to come true. 
 
Rodman, Mary Ann.  My Best Friend.  Viking, 2005.  At the local swimming pool six-year-old Lily is 
doing her best to impress seven-year-old Tamika because she wants Tamika to be her best friend. No 
matter how hard Lily tries, Tamika either ignores her or teases her. Could there be another best friend? 
 
Rylant, Cynthia.  The High- Rise Private Eyes: the Case of the Desperate Duck.  Greenwillow, 2005. 
In this case, animal detectives Bunny and Jack help Mabel the duck find out who stole the sugar cubes 
from her tea room.  (Series) 
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Robot Zot!   HarperCollins, 2009.  Big and bright robots advance and defeat their way 
through a wonderful yet familiar place.  
                                                                                                            
Sharmat, Marjorie.  Nate the Great and the Hungry Book Club.  Delacorte, 2009.  Rosamond, who 
starts a book club, claims there is a monster on the loose who is ruining pages of her cookbook, which 
leads Nate the Great and his dog, Smudge, to investigate as undercover detectives.  (Series) 
 
Smothers, Ethel Footman.  Hard-Times Jar.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003. Emma,the daughter of poor 
migrant workers, longs to own a real book. When she turns eight and must attend school for the first time, 
she is amazed to discover a whole library in her classroom. 
 
Tavares, Matt.  Mudball.  Candlewick, 2005. The year is 1903.  Andy Oyler, the shortest player in his 
baseball league, is batting with two outs and rain is falling hard. Andy’s bat connects with the ball, but will 
it be hard enough to bring in the runs and win the game? 
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Thomas, Shelley Moore.  Take Care, Good Knight.  Dutton, 2006. Three little dragons have agreed to 
take care of the old wizard’s cats while he is away, but their inability to read his instructions causes 
problems until their friend, the Good Knight, save the day. (Series)              
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