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With posters around school, 
announcements at football and volleyball 
games, posts all over Facebook and 
Twitter, and even commercials on 
Pandora, it was hard not to know about 
Celebrate My Drive.

Celebrate My Drive is a safe-driving 
promotion powered by State Farm. 
Schools nationwide were invited to 
register and compete for various grants 
totaling $3.2 million.

Several months ago, National 
Honor Society and student council 
members of South Tama County High 
School were approached by Adam 
Anderson and Darcy Smith, local State 
Farm representatives. With clear goals 
and an abundance of ambition, 
Anderson informed the group of 
students what Celebrate My Drive was 
and how high their chances of winning 
were.

“South Tama was one of the bigger 
schools in the small school category,” said 
Anderson. The Celebrate My Drive 
competition was split up into two 
categories, one for large schools and one 
for small schools.

Anderson also requested that some 
students volunteer to be a part of the 
Celebrate My Drive committee. Seniors 
Samantha Betz, Ericka Dunning, and 
Elysiana Harken were eager to fill the 
positions and began attending meetings 
roughly two months ago.

“I thought that it was a really good 
idea to do something like this for our 
school. Going into it, I didn't know how 
well we were going to do because students 
didn't seem that excited,” said Betz.

Step one on the to-do list was to 
strategize. Questions like, “How do we get 
the students motivated and rallied behind 
this?” and “What’s the best way to get the 

THE BLUE CRUSH
N e w s p a p e r

O c t o b e r   -  V o l u m e  9  I s s u e  2

most pledges?” arose and the committee 
was quick to address them. Plans were 
made for committee members to attend 
football and volleyball games and sign-up 
sheets were given to students and 
businesses to inform the community and 
gather pledges.

Email addresses and birth dates were 
needed to pledge on the Celebrate My 
Drive website. For every email and birth 
date entered, a pledge is made for safe 

driving.  One hundred schools across the 
nation with the most pledges would be 
announced as the winners. The top two 
schools, one big and one small, will win 
$100,000 and a concert with the Band 
Perry. The next eight schools, four big and 
four small, will receive $100,000. The next 
90 schools, 45 big and 45 small, will 
receive $25,000.

Despite being a small town with just 
over 400 students at the high school, STC 
was confident that they would be one of 
the five small schools winning a big prize.

By Oct. 15, the start date for the 
Celebrate My Drive competition, over 
5,000 email addresses and birth dates had 
been gathered.    

“This definitely caused a WOW 
reaction in me,” said Smith. “We only 
expected 2,000 or so.”

Betz agreed adding, “I didn't know 
how hard it would be to get in the top 10 

for small schools but after the first day, I 
couldn't believe it.”

Many volunteers came forward and 
offered their time to enter pledges on 
others’ behalf. Over 30 students entered 
roughly 3,000 pledges daily for 12 hours 
over the course of a three day weekend.

“We really appreciated the effort 
everyone put in,” said Emily Chyma, 
history teacher, who helped organize the 
volunteers over the weekend.

By Oct. 20, the number of pledges 
jumped by 2,000. The high school was 
now in charge of entering over 5,000 
pledges per day. Throughout the school 
week, students from study labs and 
PSEOs came into the library to enter 
pledges.

“It was all pretty fun; it was a learning 
experience. When we win I can say I 
helped our school win $100,000,” 
sophomore Nathan Weiss.

Celebratemydrive.com kept a running 
list of leaders for the big and small 
schools. STC reached it’s peak of third 
place several times throughout the week. 
Constantly refreshing their computer, 
students were always hoping to be the first 
to say, “We’re in third now!”

By midnight of Oct. 23, the second to 
last day of the competition, STC was in 
fourth place.  The next morning, 
volunteers woke to find that the running 
list of the top schools had been removed. 
In an attempt to maintain their final 
standing, volunteers pushed through over 
13,000 pledges, some of which were given 
to STC by Clearlake High School.

The official winners of the Celebrate 
My Drive competition will be notified by 
Nov. 14.

“It is unbelievable how successful we 
have been by being in top 5, and this is 
just our first year doing this,” said 
Anderson.

STC rallies behind Celebrate My Drive
By ERICKA DUNNING
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WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?
Freshman

Logun Freese
Sophomore

Aubrey Pansegrau
Junior

Jake Witt
Senior

Valeria Nunez

Possessed by a demon or 
abducted by aliens?

Abducted by 
aliens

Possessed by 
demon

Possessed by 
demon

Possessed by a 
demon

Be a werewolf or a vampire? Werewolf Vampire Werewolf Werewolf

Trick or Treat? Trick Trick Trick Treat

Haunted house or haunted 
forest?

House House Forest House
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Even though in Halloween people “trick or treat” and sometimes, some 
may also throw a “Spooky Party”!!!

1. Paranormal Activity 4 (2012)

2. The Possession (2012)

3. Grave Encounters (2011)

4. Grave Encounters 2 (2012)

5. The Devil Inside (2012)

Top 10 Scary Movies of the past few years
6. Insidious (2010)

7. The Pact (2012)

8. The Last Exorcism (2010)

9. The Apparition (2012)

10. Silent House (2011)

according to www.imdb.com

http://www.imdb.com
http://www.imdb.com
http://www.imdb.com
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Staff Reviews “Gone Girl ”
by Sydney Upah

Student View Point:

Freshman Sadie Smith
“I was with my cousin and 
her candles flew off her wall. 
Then her window slammed 
shut and the glass broke.”

Sophomore Kyle Kucera
“My brother was screaming 
while he was sleeping. He 
woke up and said he was 
being choked.”

Junior Jake Witt
“There used to be a little girl  
who walked around my 
house and closed doors.”

     Senior Beca Sokol
“Paige and I were playing 
with a ouija board and it 
said  that a little girl lived on  
the stairs. Then we heard 
running on the stairs.”

Trojan Talk via Twitter
Dang girl can I have your email?
Why not my number?
No I need your email so I can vote for Celebrate my Drive  
              @TrevorYuska

Hasn’t really hit me that I’ll never play volleyball as a 
Trojan again.                   
               @alanalorraine4

 I’m so broke but I don’t want to get a job.
@MegannMann

I just took a test in Algebra , and I didn’t know anything so 
at the top I put God is always the answer.

@carissald13

Corum is already lurking on my grades, shoooot it’s not 
even close to track season yet.

@minnie_climer24

Best thing about Halloween is all the scary movies that are 
on!             @cmvest00

I thank GOD for giving me another day to play football 
with my family. #roadtothedome
             @basketball10724

Have you ever had a paranormal experience?

 Before Gone Girl, became a movie in 
October 2014, it was first a novel by 
Gillian Flynn, which was published in 
2012. Gone Girl is the story of Nick 
Dunne and his wife Amy, who disappears 
one day - which happens to be their five-
year anniversary. Her disappearance soon 
turns into a murder investigation and Nick 
becomes the prime suspect. 
 At first, it seems like every other murder mystery, but a series of 
plot twists leaves you shocked and confused. You soon discover that 
Amy actually framed Nick for her murder after she caught him 
cheating on her with one of his students. 
    It’s hard to decide who to feel sorry for - Amy, whose husband 
cheated on her with someone ten years younger, or Nick, whose 
wife is plain psycho. At the end of the movie/book, I ended up 
disgusted with both characters. 
    Personally, I thought that the book was ten times better than the 
movie was. If I hadn’t read the book, I don’t think the movie would 
have made as much sense to me. The book allowed you to see 
inside the character’s thoughts and understand why they did what 
they did. 
 I would recommend for people to skip the movie entirely and just 
read the book instead, if they really want to experience a good 
mystery. 
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Students enjoy Halloween festivities
By SYDNEY MEEK
     As Halloween approaches, students at 
South Tama County are celebrating by 
dressing up, going to haunted houses, and 
basically just finding ways to get scared. 
     “I love going to haunted houses each year. 
I think it’s fun and exciting when you can’t 
see anything while people are jumping out at 
you and trying to scare you,” said Bailey 
Chyma, junior.
     Halloween is the second largest 
commercial holiday, next to Christmas, in the 
United States, making haunted houses a 
major investment. According to 
www.americanhaunts.com, the typical 
average attendance of paid guests at haunted 
attractions is about 8,000 people per year, 
depending on the size and market of the 
attraction. 
     Not only are these attractions known for 
entertaining people, but also for benefiting 
charities. Over 80% of all haunted attractions 
in America are operated by a charity, helping 
raise tens of millions of dollars for them 
nationwide. Some of the groups include the 
Boys and Girls club, Children’s Miracle 
Network, and much more.
      Although, these attractions are not all fun 
and games when it comes to the owners. 
Haunted attraction owners spend annually 
over 50 million dollars on supplies such as 
lighting equipment, fog machines, costumes, 
etc.
    Haunted houses in the surrounding areas 
include the Ames Haunted House, Atkins’ 
Scream Acres, the Heart of Darkness in 

Waterloo, Panic Park Haunted House of 
Cedar Falls, etc.
    Karlee Starits, senior, has gone to Atkins’ 
Scream Acres for the last five years and has 
enjoyed it each year, making lasting 
memories and recommending it to everyone.
    “One of my favorite memories at a haunted 
house happened when a clown was chasing 
me. He was running and tripped, falling flat 
on his face!” said Starits.
    Abbie Parizek, freshman, enjoys going to 
Scream Acres in Atkins, the Haunted Theatre 
in Garrison, and the Haunted Barn in 
Marengo. She loves to attend these attractions 
to have fun with her friends while being 
terrified and chased by clowns at the same 
time. 
    “My favorite memory at a haunted house 
happened when I was chased by four men 
with chainsaws to the car. I got in the car to 
get away from them and the two clowns sat 
down next to me in the car! Somehow I got 
into the front seat and ended up falling out of 
the car, only to be chased again by another 
chainsaw man,” said Parizek.
    Haunted attractions are great places to 
make memories, have a good laugh, or pee 
your pants. Either way, they are a huge hit 
each year around Halloween and will 
continue to advance, finding new ways to 
terrify people until the next Halloween comes 
around.

9%

51%
14%

3%

23%

Trick or Treating

Haunted Houses

Carving pumpkins

Passing out candy

Watching scary movies

What is your favorites Halloween activity?

Google Survey

A survey 
conducted 
through Google 
Forms questioned 
students’ about 
their favorite 
Halloween 
activities. With 
over 51% 
agreeing, 
attending haunted 
houses are by far 
the favored 
Halloween 
activity.

What is your favorite Halloween activity?

Passing out 
candy

Watching scary 
movies

Haunted Housing 

Trick or 
Treating

Carving 
pumpkins 

Staff Reviews...
“Circle of Ash”

This Halloween season, I had my first 
experience with a “haunted house”. I went 
with a group of friends to the Circle of Ash 
in Cedar Rapids. We had heard that this 
place was very scary and promised lots of 
screaming.
    Since it was my first time going to a 
haunted attraction I was expecting to be 
completely traumatized with things 
jumping out at me all the time. However, 
this was not the case.
    Probably the scariest part was standing 
in line as the random “monsters” tried to 
spook you. The zombies, complete with 
freaky white eyes, taunting you or the 
“storm trooper” who threatened to beat you 
with a bat were really creepy.
     When I finally got to the front of the line 
I went through a tunnel that seemed to 
close in around you and suddenly I was 
inside the house.
    I experienced a cannibal’s basement, a 
psych ward, a clown house, and the 
creepiest of all, a little girls room full of 
living dolls. During this portion of the 
attraction one of the “dolls” grabbed my 
hair and screamed “Stay with us! We can 
do your hair! You can be our sister!”
    Circle of Ash had many original features, 
such as 3D glasses during the clown house 
and fog so thick you couldn’t see through it 
at times, and creepy details that easily 
could have made me scream had I been 
exposed to it first. Unfortunately, for this 
review, I was toward the back of the pack 
so I knew what was coming.
    In all, I thought this haunted house was 
good for the first one I’ve ever been to. 
However, I was expecting to scream a little 
more.

Brooke 
Keller

http://www.americanhaunts.com
http://www.americanhaunts.com
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SEnior Pictures 
By SYDNEY UPAH 

     Senior students and parents spend hundreds of dollars on 
senior pictures each year at South Tama County High School. 
On the day of their photos, everything has to be perfect – their 
hair, their nails, their outfits, but most importantly, their 
photographers. Tama County and surrounding areas offers a 
wide variety of photographers that take excellent and unique 
senior portraits. Finding the one photographer that suits each 
senior best is sometimes a challenge, but students at STCHS 
who have already had their senior pictures taken have lots of 
suggestions to offer their classmates and underclassmen.

Stewart Photography

     Stewart Photography, based in Montour, promises an 
unforgettable portrait session where the artist gets to know each 
senior personally. Bryan Stewart, owner, has been in the 
photography business for twenty years. Senior Sadie Brewer 
said, “I had my cross country photos done by Bryan Stewart 
when I attended East Marshall and he did my cheerleading 
photos here at South Tama. I absolutely loved how they turned 
out, so I took the initiative to call him during the summer and 
asked him to do my senior pictures. It was an awesome 
experience.”

Wendesign Photography 

 

 Wende Gaydos is the owner of Wendesign and 
Photography in Toledo. Along with babies, kids, families, and 
engagement pictures, Gaydos also photographs seniors. “I chose 
Wende because she's a family friend and I think that she's a 
good photographer. I liked that she was patient and 
understanding. She's very creative and she lets you choose the 
locations that you want to go to,” said senior Makayla Neave.

Taylen Anderson Photography

 Taylen Anderson, STCHS graduate of 2014, is an 
aspiring freelance photographer who has demonstrated his talent 
on many seniors this year, including senior Alec Hill.  “I chose 
Taylen because not only is he my friend, but he’s good at what 
he does. I like how he made a comfortable environment so my 
pictures were more natural, and he knew some great spots for 
pictures,” said Hill.

At the playoff football game Wednesday night, 
students showed their support by dressing in 
black and blue and even painting their faces. 
Pictured are freshmen Saylor Upah, Abbie 
Parizek, Bri Nelson, sophomores Serena Lowe, 
Brycelynn Haughey, Courtney Anderson, 
Lauren Yuska, Shae Slaven, Hunter Filloon, 
and senior Alana Vest. 



6  ACTIVITIES

By BROOKE KELLER
“They’re talking?!”
“No, they made it official, I think!”
“But he says they’re just friends.”
“That’s just because she said she doesn’t 

want anything too serious.”
Sounds like a confusing situation! 

However, this generation is used to hearing 
this lingo 
on a daily 
basis. It 
deals with 
the on-again 
off-again 
type of 
relationships most high schoolers have 
experienced.

So how exactly does the dating process 
go in this generation?

First, a member of the two-person party 
must show some interest in the other 
member (usually the male in a male-female 
party) via text, snapchat, facebook message, 
and sometimes DMing on twitter (aka 
“sliding into those DMs”).

The second member (usually female) 
will then reciprocate by answering or 
ignoring the first member’s interest. If the 
second member does answer, they may 

begin making their 
social media exchanges 
a regular thing.

This means the pair 
has reached the 
“talking” phase. Urban 
Dictionary defines 
talking as “when two 
people like each other 

and are 
getting to 
know each 
other, but 
are not yet 
dating and 

are still considered 
‘single’.” This is 
typically the most 
confusing stage for 
everyone involved 
and not involved in 
their relationship. The 
couple may go on 
dates such as going to movies and/or out to 
eat but most of time they will simply “hang 
out” which usually consists of watching 
movies at each others’ houses.

"In some ways I think 'talking' to 
someone is a good idea. You don't want to 
just date them right away, you need to get 

to know them and 
see for sure if you 
want to date 
them,” said 
junior, Elaina 
Martinez.
According to 
senior Jose 
Alcazar, there is a 
big difference 
between talking 
and dating. 
"When you're 
dating there's a 
real commitment; 
talking there's not 
as much," said 
Alcazar.
There is some 
debate on how 

New generation, new dating methods

long a pair should “talk” before they start 
“officially dating” or use the titles girlfriend 
and boyfriend. Some people believe it 
should be only a week or two, while others 
go for months in the “talking” phase.

"It's kind of like dating but not dating. I 
feel like three months is around the time 
you should put a title on it," said junior 
Tyieshia Arp.

Once the pair does decide to make it 
official it will happen by the first member 
(again usually the male member) asking by 
either making a big show of it or simply 
saying “Will you be my girlfriend?”

They are now officially dating and this 
may go on for some time, although a lot of 
relationships from this age group will only 
last a few months.

When the relationship is over it will 
create gossip and drama that may spread 
through the school. Some couples end on a 
good note and remain friends others will 
forever resent each other.

"It's kind of like dating but 
not dating," said junior 

Tyieshia Arp.

41

15

35

10

4

Less than a week

Less than a month

1-3 months

4-6 months

over a year

Shortest Relationship

11

8

12

9

9

28

14

9

1-2 months
3-4 months
5-6 months
7-8 months
9-11 months
0ver a year
over 2 years
more

Longest Relationship

A survey conducted through Google Forms questioned the 
length of students relationships. The longest relationship a 
majority of students’ have had was over one year.

The survey also questioned students’ shortest relationships. A 
majority of students’ shortest relationship lasted just one week.
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  As students start to consider their plans on 
what to do after high school it can start to get a 
bit scary and overwhelming. Students at South 
Tama County High School now have the 
opportunity to shadow a profession.  It will 
allow them first hand experience on whether a 
career they are considering is right for them 
before they go off to college next fall. 
    According to www.experience.com a job 
shadow is defined as a work experience option 
for students, where they can learn about a job 
by walking through the work day, which helps 
the student determine a career path to follow. 
It allows the student to temporarily gain work 
experience and exposure to a possible area of 
interest. While witnessing first hand the work 
environment, employability, skills in the 
practice, and potential career options, students 
can model student behavior through example 
as well as learn how their textbook education 
can be applied in the real world. 
    All seniors were invited to a meeting earlier 
in the year held my Marshalltown Community 
College, where the program was explained in 

Participant of the Month
Wyatt Hintermeister 

Band
Abby Evans

 Band

How long have you been in band?
Since 6th grade.

Why did you decide to join band?
I remember seeing my sister in the 
band when I was little. I liked the 
aspect of having an activity where 
everyone is family.

How do you balance activities, 
school, etc.?
I keep my grades up and study. I try 
to always do my best to not get 
stressed from activities.

Can you describe the 
relationships you have with your 
band members and directors?
We all act like a family. Sure we 
have our ups and downs but at the 
end of the day we all have fun with 
what we do. Plus, we all share a 
common interest of being band 
geeks.

What is your favorite memory of  
band?
When we got a Division I at State 
my freshman year.

What have you learned from 
being a part of the band? How 
can it help you after high school?
I’ve learned to take responsibility 
for my work. It will help me worry 
about my grades as well as my 
activities. I have to make sure to 
never let the two interfere.

What are your goals for band?
To be the best at what I do and to 
help others get into the music.

How long have you been in band?
I have been in band since sixth 
grade.

Why did you decide to join band?
My parents made me try it and I 
just stuck with it.

How do you balance activities, 
school, etc?
Sometimes it is difficult, but I have 
had to learn to manage my time and 
not procrastinate! 

What is your favorite memory of 
band?
My favorite memory was going to 
the trip to New York and getting to 
roam the streets of the Big Apple. :)

What is the hardest part of being 
in band?
The hardest part is dealing with 
people who do not have as much 

motivation and passion about the 
program.

Are there any changes you would 
like to make to the program?
I would like to see more numbers in 
the near future and improvement in 
leaderships.

Do you plan on continuing band 
after high school?
Yes, I plan on trying out for the 
marching band at the University of 
Iowa.

MCC provides STCHS students job shadow opportunities 
detail while also going over the necessary 
paperwork that needed to be be filled out. 
Although brand new to STCHS and only 
available to seniors this year, guidance 
counselor, Dan Lopez, plans to expand the 
program to juniors as well.
    “You’re going to get career exposure 
first and foremost. It is equally important if 
students learn they will love a career or use 
it as an opportunity to find out if you don't 
like a career,” said Lopez. 

Although career opportunities are 
limited in the Tama/Toledo area, students 
are not and have the ability to travel to 
surrounding areas if a career choice is not 
available in the immediate area. 

Although this program is new to 
STCHS, about 10% of the senior class have 
already taken advantage of this career 
opportunity. 

Senior Beca Sokol plans on going to 
college and majoring in accounting and has 
already taken advantage of a job 

shadowing opportunity. Within a week of 
signing up, Sokol was connected with an 
accountant from Pinnacle Bank in 
Marshalltown. She was given instructions 
on where to go, what to wear and possible 
questions to ask.  She was able to tour the 
bank and observe and help with some of 
the accountant’s work. 

“It was a really great experience to see 
what an accountant works with. By taking 
this opportunity, I’ve decided I wanted to 
be a public accountant, rather than a private 
bank accountant. So whether or not you 
have a good shadow, it will definitely 
benefit you in the long run!” said senior 
Beca Sokol. 

Whether or not you are certain about a 
career path to follow or just curious about a 
career in general, a job shadow is an 
excellent way to figure that out while 
saving you money in the future. 

 

By SANTIAGO VILLAFANA

http://www.experience.com/entry-level-jobs/
http://www.experience.com/entry-level-jobs/
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Dressing up as their favorite super heros are seniors Alexis 
Herrera,  Jordan Schroeder, Ashley Nelson, and Ashley 
Robinson to help “save the day” from drugs.

Red ribbon week awareness returns to STCHS
By PAIGE KADNER

In 1985, an American drug enforcement agent was tortured 
and killed in Mexico. This is what developed the Red Ribbon 
campaign and since then they have always been committed to 
raising awareness on the killing and destruction caused by drugs. 
Today they work with educating America's youth and promoting 
drug prevention activities in schools.

This year, thanks to guidance counselor Kate Ihnen, South 
Tama County High School brought back Red Ribbon Week. From 
October 27 to 31, students showed their devotion to be staying 
drug/alcohol/tobacco free by participating in dress up days and 
signing a red ribbon as their pledge.

“I thought it would be a great opportunity to get students 
involved in the campaign and to encourage students to adopt 
healthy, drug-free lifestyles,” said Inhen.

Ihnen partnered with Tama County Tobacco Prevention 
Coordinator, Kallie McCartney, and together the two thought up 
themes, activity ideas, and fun, educational ways to raise student 
awareness.

On Monday, STCHS had guest speakers from the Tama 
County Police Department come to the school and talk to each 
grade individually. The speakers showed videos of actual addicts 
and their stories. They asked questions on the videos and took 
students’ questions as well.  Not once did they say the words, 
“Don’t do drugs,” but only educated the students on the 
consequences of drug abuse.

During advisory on Wednesday, classes signed a large red 
ribbon as their pledge to a drug free lifestyle. Each advisor will 
hang the ribbon on their door, showing their devotion to healthy 
choices.

“Ultimately, I want the students to be aware of the dangers 
and consequences that using substances can have and how the 
decisions they make now will affect their future,” said Ihnen, 
“Celebrating RRW is an easy way to get this message across 
while also encouraging substance free lifestyles.

Congratulations 
to the Trojan Football 
Team on their playoff 
win against North Polk!
2nd Playoff Game
Monday, November 3 
@Williamsburg
Game time- 7:00p.m.


