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No parking in the upper lot, P.E. class 
every other day, new locks on entrance 
doors, and even a chance students will not 
have to take semester tests! It seems 
nothing has gone untouched in this years’ 
changes to South Tama County High 
School.

Some of these 
recent changes came 
f r o m a g r o u p o f 
t e a c h e r s a n d 
administration on the 
School Improvement 
Team (SIT). They 
meet monthly to talk 
about problems they 
see in the school and 
come up with ideas on 
how to improve them 
and ultimately create a 
b e t t e r s c h o o l 
environment. 

The SIT group 
decided students may 
have nine unexcused 
absences in any class 
before they lose credit 
for that class.   Also, 
parents can only call in their child sick 10 
times before a doctor’s excuse will be 
required or it will be considered 
unexcused.

“In the School Improvement Team we 
were trying to find a way for students to 
perform better during the semester, so if 
they have an A- average their reward is 
they don’t have to take semester tests,” 
said Principal Roy Frakes.

Juniors and seniors that have a 90% or 
above and less than three absences in a 
class can opt out of taking semester tests. 
The semester will also end before 
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Christmas break, meaning less test stress 
over break.

“It’s unfair.  A lot of students copy others 
homework and cheat on tests. This could 
easily cause more of that because everyone 
wants an even better grade so they don’t 
have to take the semester tests,” said senior, 

Jeremiah Mapes.
Some students are 

looking forward to this 
incentive, 

“I think it’s a really 
good thing! It gives the 
students that really try 
hard a reward for their 
hard work,” said Senior 
Santiago Villafana.

These changes are 
expected to improve 
student performance levels 
b y i n c r e a s i n g 
c o n s e q u e n c e s o n 
attendance meaning less 
m i s s e d c l a s s e s a n d 

students getting more out 
o f c l a s s . A l s o 
administration is hoping 
students have a better 

outlook when it comes to 
the semester test and shortened school year.

One of the biggest changes that 
has affected students so far this year are the 
locks on entrance doors, put in place as part 
of the school districts safety plan. The 
doors will be opened before school starts, 
in between classes, and at the end of the 
day. If a visitor were to come during class 
time, only the front doors can open with 
approval from the office.

“It’s more of a hassle than anything. If 
you’re out in the portables you can’t get 
in!” said junior Natalie Stadler.
    The locks also caused a change in the 
parking lot. Students are allowed to park 

anywhere in the lower lot except behind 
the shop but upper lot is off limits.
    “It keeps the staff vehicles separate 
from the student’s, I think parking has 
worked really well so far this year,” said 
Frakes.
    The School Board voted this year to 
change the amount of school days we have 
to the amount of hours. On a regular day 
we are required to have six hours. This 
change causes our school year to start and 
end sooner than in previous years.

Another change students may have 
noticed is at lunch. Fruit and salad bars 
have been added to the lunch menu. If 
students do not want to take the fruit 
offered for the regular lunch, they now 
have the option of taking anything 
available at the fruit/salad bar.

PE classes are set up differently from 
past years. Students are on a schedule of 
having PE every other day and study hall 
on days they do not have PE.  Also, PE is 
year long instead of only one semester 
because of only having class every other 
day.
 Although there are mixed emotions 
about all the changes, students and staff 
are adjusting and starting to settle into the 
“school routine”.  

STCHS undergoes changes 

A new security system was 
installed at the STCHS which 
requires people to be “buzzed” in.

By BROOKE KELLER
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Letter to the Editor
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Letters to the editor can be submitted 
to stcpubs@s-tama.k12.ia.us

Any student can send letters, 

suggestions, and/or story ideas to the 
email above. Ideas  received may be 

utilized to improve the STCHS Blue 
Crush. 

WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?
Freshman

Carissa Davenport
Sophomore
Anna Dvorak 

Junior
Harley Matta

Senior
Karlee Starits

Be able to visit 100 years in to the 
future or 100 years in the past?

100 years in the 
past

100 years in 
the future

100 years in the 
past

100 years in the 
future

Be able to visit space or the ocean 
floor?

Space Ocean Ocean Ocean

Get married in an arranged 
marriage or stay single forever?

Arranged marriage Single forever Arranged 
marriage

Single forever

Everyone in school have their own 
iPads or laptops?

Laptops Laptops Laptops Laptops

STCHS BLUE CRUSH
EDITORS:

Ericka Dunning 
Sydney Upah

ASSISTANT EDITOR: 
Sydney Meek

REPORTERS:
Santiago Villafana 

Paige Kadner
Brooke Keller

CARTOONIST: 
Gustavo Chavarria

“Welcome back to school students! We hope you learn, study, 

and don’t get into trouble.”

Dress Up Days for Home Football Games
October 10 - Pink Out (for Breast Cancer Month)

October 24 - Costume/Thrift Shop
Dress Up Days for Home Volleyball Games 

September 30 - Neon Night
October 14 - Pink Out (for Breast Cancer Month)

mailto:stcpubs@s-tama.k12.ia.us
mailto:stcpubs@s-tama.k12.ia.us
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  Staff Reviews “If I Stay”

   Sydney Meek
    Three months ago, I found myself looking at 
new, upcoming trailers like I do every once in a 
while. I came across the movie trailer If I Stay 
and thought it looked amazing. The only catch 
was that I would have to wait three more 
months for it to come out. I even started a 
countdown on my phone the day I would go see it 
in the theater with my friends.
    If I Stay is about a young girl named Mia Hall who ends up in a coma after a 
terrible accident. During this time, she has an out-of-body experience and must 
decide whether to wake up and live her life without her family or follow them to 
the unknown.
    I must have had too high of expectations for this movie because I was let 
down tremendously. Although I loved the concept of the movie and the way the 
trailer portrayed the movie made me tear up a bit, it was nothing like what I 
expected. In my opinion, the events that took place were completely out of order 
and had me feeling one emotion and then another. It felt like I didn’t have time 
to process each situation while more and more information was being thrown at 
me. 
    I think that this movie could have been greatly improved if the director had 
the events take place in chronological order. Show her living her life and what 
she means to everyone then getting in a crash that could end up killing her. This 
would have caused a greater effect on me because I would see who she was 
before her life took a dramatic turn, causing me to feel like I know her on a 
deeper level. To me, you have to have a connection with the character first 
before I can feel something for them or cry over them. 
    Although the movie was nothing of what I expected, it wasn’t a complete 
disappointment.  I haven’t been through what she has, it showed me what is 
important in life and to appreciate the small things.  I have a family and a 
healthy life and for that I am thankful.

Student View Point: What’s the craziest thing you did this summer?

Freshman Bayley Breya
“I went to the St. Louis Arch  
this summer.” 

Sophomore John Corral
“I wrecked my dad’s car.”

Junior Colson Frakes
“I went to Colorado for a 
service trip for church.”

      Senior Raven Hall
“I got punched in the face by 
a resident on the 4th of 
July.”

Trojan Talk via Twitter
Is it really necessary to share a locker with 
your boyfriend? Can you really not be 
separated for 4 minutes?

@AbbyLlewellyn

Me: I’d like to apply to Harvard. Admin. Staff: 
Do you have a 4.0 and at least a 30 ACT score? 
Me: No but I have all 8 Pokemon badges.

@Alec_Hill97

Is it almost summer break yet?
@HunterFilloon

GOOD JOB BOYS!! Nothing’s better that 
being a cheerleader for a team that knows how 
to bring it.

@paramisha

Catching bats in my sister’s house at this time 
of night....really? But it was fun.

@KuceraKyle46
I can’t explain to you how impatient I’m 
getting for The Walking Dead to come back 
on.

@Thedemallory
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Celebrate My Drive is a contest sponsored by State Farm 
encouraging safe driving practices like 2N2: two eyes on the 
road and two hands on the wheel. Beginning Oct. 15, anyone 
age 14 and up will be able to pledge their dedication to safe 
driving. Pledges will be accepted until Oct. 24. Two schools 
will win a concert performed by The Band Perry. The top 100 
schools will receive a grant of $25,000 to $100,000.

STCHS Presents...

Homecoming Proposals

Junior Cody Kellogg asks Brooke Keller, 
junior, by writing on a baseball “I might 
strike out asking, but will you go to 
homecoming with me?” 

Freshman Seth Hoskey asked 
sophomore Jensen Vodochodsky by 
putting a bale of  hay in a box with the 
note “Hay! Will you not BALE of  me 

and accompany me to homecoming?”

Turning up the heat! Junior Mitch 
Thede asks junior Madie Bacon by 
forming the letters HC in candles.

By SANTIAGO VILLAFANA
 The new school year has begun and with it came quite a few noticeable 
changes at South Tama County High School. Along with the new parking 
rules, security system, and attendance policy, the STCHS has also hired 
new faculty members.
    Trojan alumni Danny Mayo, class of 2003,  has taken over the position 
of teaching chemistry, physics, and environmental science. He is a 
volunteer coach for the varsity football team as well as the head boys 
track coach this spring. Mayo received his bachelor’s degree in biology 
and environmental science from Coe College in 2007. After graduating, 
he worked in a chemistry lab before deciding to go back to school and 
earn his teaching license at Seton Hill University in Pennsylvania. Mayo 
taught at two different schools before he and his wife moved back to 
Tama. 
 “Working with young people was something I always wanted to do. I 
like helping students progress into adults and using my experiences to 
help them become positive members of society. Science is awesome too!” 
said Mayo. 
    Along with Mayo,  Ian Tayner, is the new math teacher.  He is teaching 
advanced algebra II,  algebra I, advanced geometry, and geometry. Tayner 
received his degree in secondary math education at Iowa State University. 
Having substituted throughout various schools in Iowa, this will be 
Tayner’s first year of teaching full time. Through substituting, Tayner has 
been exposed to multiple grade levels, which has helped Tayner address 
problems from students lacking basic skills. 
     “I’m just excited about watching the students grow as learners,” said 
Tayner. “Watching young people grow and develop is really rewarding 
and I’m definitely excited to see that throughout the year.” 
    Tayner will also be coaching boys varsity soccer this spring.
  “I’m pretty familiar with the sport and it’s something I want to 
do well. I want the kids to successful so I’ll be putting a lot of time in 
talking to the people that know what I don’t,” said Tayner. 

STCHS welcomes new 
faculty and staff members 

    Taking on the position of guidance counselor for eighth 
grade, freshman, and sophomore is Kate Ihnen, a former 
youth counselor at the Iowa Juvenile Home for seven years. 
Upon graduation from the University of Northern Iowa, 
Ihnen received her Bachelor Associate degree in criminology 
as well as earning her master’s degree in school counseling. 
 Ihnen wanted to become a guidance counselor to 
help students before they reach the point of a needing the 
juvenile home. Transitioning from working from a juvenile 
home to a high school, Ihnen noticed major differences, such 
as dealing with both genders of all ages, instead of only boys, 
not being in a locked down facility, and the freedom of 
students entering and leaving her office.  

Continued on page 5
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Anastasia Melko
Russia

Host family: Brent and 
Rebecca Heeren

Alia Ali
Kenya

Host family: Alan and Pat  
Kline

How did you get involved with 
the foreign exchange student 
program?
I took part in a big competition 
in my country. I made it through 
all of the rounds.

What exciting things have you 
done since you’ve been in 
America?
I’ve made American friends, 
played in my first varsity game, 
went to the football games, 
did my first project, and mowed 
the lawn.

Where would you like to visit 
before you travel back home?
California, Chicago, New York, 
Orlando.

What difficulties are you 
having?
I’m having some difficulties with 
language but I think that after 
some time everything will be 
okay.

What is one thing you like and 
dislike about America?
I really like American schools. I 
dislike that you have so many 
good, tasty sweet stuff.

What have you heard about 
America and our living? Are 
they true?
I’ve heard a lot through movies 
and I think that most of it is true.

What activities are you in?
Volleyball

What are you hoping to get out 
of this year/program?
I want to improve my English, 
understand American culture, 
and have fun!

How did you get involved with 
the foreign exchange student 
program?
I applied for it in school and 
then went through a long 
procedure to get chosen. 

Why did you choose America? 
I chose America because there 
are more opportunities for me 
compared to other countries.

What is different compared to 
where you are from?
The system of education is very 
different. The Kenyan system is 
also more intense and difficult.

Where would you like to visit 
before you travel back home?
New York, Minnesota, and 
North Dakota.

What difficulties are you 
having?
It was easy for me to adapt 
because I got involved and had a 
friendly environment around me.

What is one thing you like 
about America?
I like the way schools offer a lot 
of extracurricular activities that 
enable students to choose what 
they like.

What have you heard about 
America and our living? Are 
they true?
I heard that everyone in America 
is Caucasian but it’s not true.

What activities are you in?
I am joining speech and the 
drama club which I hope will be 
fun!

What are you hoping to get out 
of this year/program?
I hope to learn new things and 
get to experience a different 
culture.

New staff continued...       
    “A lot of the kids I’ve worked with 
came from foster homes, and other 
placements so their trust in adults is every 
little. It was hard to build relationships 
with them but once you did, it was 
amazing,” said Ihnen. 
    While at the STCHS, Ihnen hopes to 
achieve lasting relationships and get 
involved with the students, as well as 
their families. She also wants to help 
with individual needs such as dropout, 
pregnancies, and self-harm preventions, 
and improving graduation rates. 
    Taking over the position of assistant 
principal and activities director is Mr.  Ben 

Adams. Adams earned his undergraduate 
degree in education at UNI and completed 
graduate school at Western Illinois 
University with a major in administration. 
Adams taught math for eight years and 
coached both girls and boys basketball, 
and cross country for seven years at 
Central Middle School in Muscatine, IA.  
Serving in the army for 6 years and being 
a sergeant in the Iraq War has also taught 
Adams leadership skills.     
      “In high school I knew that I wanted 
to go into education, it’s been a passion of 
mine for a long time. So I’ve just been 
gaining experiences all along the way and 
that led me to this position,” said Adams. 

    Since he is passionate about teaching, 
Adams describes himself as the type of 
person that is driven and is always looking 
for what is next, which has ultimately lead 
him to administration. 
    “I'm excited to be in a new community, 
start a new career, meet new people, and 
get to know the kids. This year I am just 
getting to know some of the traditions we 
have at the high school, whether it is pep 
rallies or homecoming,” said Adams. 
    Along with all the new changes brought 
to STCHS, the new faculty hopes to bring 
various teaching experiences and 
perspectives to South Tama, adding to the 
diversity in the community. 

2014 Foreign Exchange Students
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By ERICKA DUNNING
 “See the team across the field, let’s 
show them that we’re here! Set the team 
reverberating with a mighty cheer!”
  Cheer at South Tama County High 
School has been through high and low 
points similar to those that any other 
activity would experience. In an attempt to 
boost school spirit, a student club called 
Blue Crew was revived. To continue the 
effort, it seemed necessary to revive the 
cheerleading program as well.
  Jackie Ellenbecker, former STC 
cheerleader, and Emily Chyma, former high 
school and college cheerleader,   have 
decided to dedicate their time to coach the 
cheerleaders of STCHS and boost the 
program  in general. 
 “I really want to build up South Tama’s 
school spirit and pride. I want to see the 
band, cheerleaders, and Blue Crew all work 
together to make this happen. We have an 
amazing group of students at STC right 
now; who want to see change,” said 
Chyma.
 Tryouts were held during the last week 
of the 2013-2014 school year. Ellenbecker 
and Chyma agreed that 
having the teams before 
the 2014-2015 school 
y e a r w o u l d b e 
beneficial when it came 
to summer camps , 
practices, and activities.
  Speaking of camps, the Trojan 
cheerleaders participated in two new 
camps. Coaches from TNT Cheer, a 
competing team out of Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
spent three days with members of the 
football, basketball, and wrestling squads. 
Time was spent working on jumps, learning 
new stunts and a dance, and conditioning. 
Members of the football cheer squad, 
coached by Ellenbecker, traveled to Ames, 
Iowa to learn tips and skills from a 
competing team. Members from all three 
squads took part in an over-night camp at 
William Penn College where senior Sadie 
Kavalier was selected out of nearly 200 
girls as the camp’s “Best Dancer.”

 “I wanted the girls to get a start on 
increasing flexibility, strength, and 
endurance,” said Ellenbecker. “My long 

term goals are to raise 
the standards of the 
cheerleading program 
and hopefully start 
competing in two 
years.”

 Along with new skills, cheers, and 
stunts, the cheerleaders have been raising 
money to fund new uniforms for the 
basketball cheer squad,  which is coached by 
Chyma. The basketball cheer squad will be 
spending a majority of their time in the 
Trojan gym due to a recent change in 
conferences. Because there is only one 
coach and one squad, the cheerleaders will 
not be able to attend the home and away 
games that will occur simultaneously. 
 “I am most looking forward to pep 
rallies and stunting like no other,” said 
senior basketball cheerleader Laura 
Novotny. “We want new cheers and chants 
to get the crowd involved.”

STC cheer program experiences changes

In an attempt to raise interest in the South 
Tama cheer program, various cheer clinics 
are being hosted throughout the year. In 
September, the football cheerleaders put on 
a clinic for kindergarten through fourth 
grade students interested. The wrestling and 
basketball cheerleaders are also planning 
clinics for younger students.
Although this is the first year of an effort to 
build up the STC cheer program, crowd 
members are optimistic and anxious for 
more.
“ T h e c h e e r l e a d e r s e x c e e d e d m y 
expectations!” said senior Alana Vest. “In 
past years the cheerleaders haven't gotten 
involved with the crowd and weren't very 
loud, this year the cheerleaders are loud and 
cheer with the students as well.”
 Cheerleaders and coaches alike are 
pleased with crowd participation and look 
forward to many more nights in which 
Trojan pride establishes it’s base and 
continues to grow.

South Tama County High School football cheerleaders introduce themselves to 
the crowd at the Gator Bowl on Friday, August 22.

“I really want to build up South 

Tama’s school spirit,” said 
cheer coach Emily Chyma.
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     This summer, 11 South Tama County High 
School seniors packed their suitcases, boarded 
a charter bus, and traveled almost 1,000 miles 
across the country to Washington DC. For 
seven days, seniors Trevor Yuska, Samantha 
Betz, Naomi Hoskey, Rachael McAdoo, David 
Shadden, Lisa Morrow, Kristen Upah, Ericka 
Dunning, Sydney Meek, Julie Wise, and 
Sydney Upah enjoyed an all-expenses paid 
vacation in the capital of America as part of an 
annual trip hosted by the TRiO and Upward 
Bound programs.     
     “It was great to put yourself in a completely 
unfamiliar area,  somewhere you have heard of 
but never imagined really going. The culture 
and atmosphere of Washington DC were so 
enjoyable, it makes me want to go back and 
stay forever,” said Dunning.     
 Each year,  students from schools across 
Iowa who participate in the TRiO program or 
Upward Bound are given the opportunity to 
attend a free out-of-state trip during the 
summer prior to their senior year. In the past, 
seniors have traveled to places like Georgia, 
Kansas City, and Yellowstone National Park. 
Students from STCHS as well as Marshalltown 

Participant of the Month
Cody Kellogg
      Baseball

Abby Llewelyn
 Softball

How long have you been in 
baseball?
A long time, lots of years.

How do you balance activities, 
school, etc?
I work hard in school, play hard on 
the field, no sleep.

What have you learned from 
being a part of the baseball team? 
Baseball is a sport where you have 
teammates and everyone has to do 
their job to reach a common goal.

How do you train during the off-
season for baseball?
Camps, currently playing on a 
'perfect game' league.

What are your goals for baseball? 
State title, go big or go home!

What’s your favorite part of 
baseball?
Pitching a no hitter.

What is your favorite memory of 
baseball?
When I hit a grand slam vs. Vinton-
Shellsburg this summer.

Can you describe the 
relationships you have with your 
teammate and coaches?
We’re like a family and we help 
each other improve.

How long have you been in 
softball?
Since 3rd grade 

Why did you decide to join 
softball?
Because Kyle did baseball and I 
needed to be as good as him 

Can you describe the 
relationships you have with your 
teammate and coaches?
We like to joke around with each 
other and give each other a hard 
time.

What is your favorite memory of 
softball?
When I got on base after bunting 

How do you balance activities, 
school, etc?
Usually by doing homework in 
class 

Can you describe the 
relationships you have with your 
teammate and coaches?
We like to joke around with each 
other and give each other a hard 
time.

What’s your favorite part of 
softball?
When we're pitching 3 up 3 down 
and hitting like crazy 

Small-town Iowa students experience Washington D.C.
High School, Perry High School, and 
several other schools first wrote a personal 
essay to be eligible for the Washington D.C. 
trip. Then, 70 students were chosen to 
attend the trip for free,  including 11 
students from STCHS. The cost of the trip 
was roughly $2000 per person. The TRiO 
Programs are 100 percent funded through 
t h e U . S . 
Depa r tmen t o f 
Education. 
 “ T h e I o w a 
State TRiO Talent 
Search Program 
has been serving 
students in the surrounding areas since 
1978. Summer trips have always been a 
part of giving our participants an 
opportunity to see the world outside of rural 
Iowa,” said TRiO Talent Search advisor 
Brittany Rigdon. 
 The trip began on Sunday, July 6, at 11 
a.m. for the STCHS seniors. After driving 
most of the day, the students arrived to the 
first hotel in South Bend, Indiana late that 
night.  The next morning,  students toured 

the University of Notre Dame in Indiana 
and then continued driving the rest of the 
day to their next stop - Washington D.C. 
After the 18 hour bus ride from Tama to 
D.C., everyone was more than excited when 
they arrived to the second hotel at 2 a.m. 
that night. 
 On Tuesday morn ing , s tuden ts 

participated in a tour of the 
Capitol building, where 
they met and took a photo 
w i t h S e n a t o r C h u c k 
Grassley. After lunch at 
Union Station, students 
toured the Holocaust 

Museum, Bureau of Engraving, and the 
Washington Monument. That evening, 
students enjoyed a stormy boat ride on the 
Potomac River. 
 “I think that going to the Holocaust 
Museum was a great experience, both 
historical and educational. It was very 
interesting to see and learn about the events 
that happened in World War II,” said 
McAdoo. 
 Continued on page 8 

By SYDNEY UPAH

“I think that going to the Holocaust 
Museum was a great experience, both 

historical and educational,” said 
Rachael McAdoo
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Freeze for a good cause
By PAIGE KADNER

If anyone has been online lately, they 
have probably seen a few of the ALS 
(Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) ice 
bucket challenge videos.

Most do not know, but ALS (also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease) is a 
disease that affects the nerve cells in a 
person’s brain and spinal cord. These 
cells begin to deteriorate and die. 
Without the nerve cells, the brain’s 
ability to control muscle movement is 
lost, and as a result, the person affected 
slowly becomes paralyzed.

In the US, about 15 new cases of ALS 
are found daily.  The life expectancy 
ranges, but most patients are given about 
two to five years after diagnosis. This 
disease can affect anybody, but the cause 
is mainly genetics.

Since July 29, 2014, the ever so 
popular ice bucket challenge has raised 

$94.3 million in donations for the 
TREAT ALS (Translational Research 
Advancing Therapies for ALS) program. 
Last year’s fundraisers raised only $2.7 
million, according to the ALS official 
site.

“It’s a great way to raise awareness. 
Everyone has heard about it, even if they 
haven’t seen or done the challenge,” said 
freshman Saylor Upah. Upah has done 
the challenge herself, and although she 
did not donate, she is glad she is helping 
to spread the word.

Donations can be made online at 
ALS’s official website, or can be mailed 
with the form from the site to PO BOX 
6051, Albert Lea, MN 56007. Donations 
are used for other things as well, but if 
one were to donate through the site, 
supporters are able to choose an option 
so 100% of their money goes towards 
research only.

The pie graph above shows the distribution of 
donations since January 31, 2014, according to the 
official ALS website.

Homecoming Week 2014
Theme: Tackle the Tigers
Monday: Job Day/Sports Switch 

Tuesday: Beach Day

Wednesday: Pirates and 

Princesses Day

Thursday: Generation Day 
	 Freshman & Sophomores: babies
	 Juniors & Seniors: old people

Friday: Spirit Day 

King Candidates: Santiago 

Villafana, Grant Koch, Alec Hill, Ian 
Slagle & Trevor Yuska

Queen Candidates: Ericka 

Dunning, Sadie Kavalier, Raven Hall, 
Elysiana Gonzalez & Catie Collins

Washington D.C. continued
On the schedule for Wednesday was a 

tour of Mount Vernon - the home of 
George Washington - followed by a tour of 
the Pentagon building. In the evening, 
students traveled to Maryland for a 
baseball game between the Baltimore 
Orioles and the Washington Nationals. The 
next day,  students were set free in the heart 
of Washington D.C.  to experience “The 
National Mall” - the area between the 
Lincoln Memorial and the United States 
Capitol building, which includes all of the 
Smithsonian museums. Later that night, 
everyone from the trip put on their best 
outfits and attended The Lion King musical 
in the Kennedy Center.

“The Lion King musical was my 
favorite part because it was really 
interesting and I’ve never seen anything 
like it before,” said Wise. 

On Friday morning, bags were packed 
and students boarded the bus for 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. While there, 
students visited and toured Gettysburg 
College and the Gettysburg Battlefield. 
Then began the 13 hour drive from 
Pennsylvania back to small town Iowa. 
 “Trips like these show that going to 
college and receiving a degree can take 

Exploring the capital of America, 
senior Sydney Meek finds the 
Washington Monument and poses 
for a picture. 

them anywhere and can give them 
opportunities that they may not have 
ever thought existed,” said Rigdon. 


