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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

FROM THE WORD  

 

C. F. W. Walther, our Synod’s first president, delivered a timeless yet timely address in 1848 under the theme, 
“Why should and can we carry on our work joyfully although we have no power but the power of the Word?”  
After distinguishing the theocracy of the church from the democracy of the American republic, President 
Walther concluded with the following reflections on the power of the Word of God. 
 

e need not fear that the secular element of a political democracy will invade the church, that therefrom 
will arise a popular government, a papacy of the people, and that we who are to be servants of Christ, 
will thereby become servants of men.  How can this be an ungodly popular government, where the 

people use the rights given to them by God? How can this be a papacy of the people, if the priestly nation of 
Christians does not permit any man to enact laws for them in matters which God has not prescribed and is 
willing to obey the preacher of the Word unconditionally only when Christ Himself speaks through him, that is, 
when he preaches His Word? No, a disgraceful popular government occurs only where the people presume to 
prescribe to the preacher what he may and may not preach of God’s Word; where the people make bold to 
contradict the Word of God and to interfere in any respect with the conduct of the office according to the Word; 
or where the people claim for themselves alone the power to enact ordinances in the church, exclude the pastor 
from this power, and demand that he submit to these ordinances.  Accordingly, only such a preacher is a servant 
of men as does not serve Christ faithfully because of fear of men or because of desire to please men, departs 
from God’s Word in doctrine or practice, and preachers for the itching ears of his audience.  But where the 
pastor is given only the power of the Word, but its full power, where the congregation, as often as it hears 
Christ’s Word from the mouth of the preacher, receives it as the Word of God, there the proper relationship 
between pastor and congregation exists; he stands in their midst not as a hired mercenary but as an ambassador 
of the Most High God; not as a servant of men but as a servant of Christ, who in Christ’s stead teaches, 
admonishes, and reproves.  There the apostolic admonition is properly observed: “Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls as they that must give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you.” The more a congregation sees that he who has 
the rule over them in the Lord desires nothing but that the congregation be subject to Christ and His Word; the 
more it sees that he does not desire to dominate them, yes, indeed, that he himself with a jealous eye guards the 
liberty of the congregation, the more willing the congregation will become to hear his salutary 
recommendations also in matters which God has not prescribed; it will follow him in these matters not as a 
taskmaster because it must, but as their father in Christ, because they wish to do it for their own advantage. 
 
(Continued on page 3) 
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SUMMER SERVICE  SCHEDULE 

July 4 through September 5 
 
 
 

 

 Divine Service.  .  . 9:00 A.M.  
    

 Senior Choir.  .  .  8:30 A.M.  
    
    
    

 
 
 

  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Peggy Slater, Richard Branch, Dorothea Petraglia, 
Danielle Shinn, Andy Shinn, Melissa Ramos, Brent White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Jane Wolf, Martin 
Davidowitz, Tom Zangas, Melinda Leon, Connie Cahn, Paul Russ, Adolf Kiefer, Taelyn Albert, Yean-Min 
Wang, and Charles Doonan. 
 

Shut-Ins: Mabel Gorreck, Doris Colvin, Debbie Lee, Marion and Richard Balling, and Miriam Trager. 
 
If you have an addition to the prayer list, visit the Redeemer website at <http://www.rlcb.org>, and click on 
“Prayer requests.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

View the Epistle in color online at <http://www.rlcb.org> 
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FROM THE WORD (continued) 
 

Also our synodical body has the same prospects of salutary influence if it does not attempt to operate through 
any other means than through the power of the Word of God.  Even then we must expect battles, but they will 
not be the mean, depressing battles for obedience to human laws, but the holy battles for God’s Word, for God’s 
honor the kingdom.  And the more our congregations will realize that we do not desire to employ any other 
power over them than the divine power of the Word, the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth, the more will also our counsel find an open door among them.  To be sure, those who do not love the 
Word will separate from us, but for those who love it, our fellowship will be a comforting refuge; and if they 
adopt our resolutions, they will not consider them a foreign burden imposed upon them from without but as a 
benefit and a gift of brotherly love, and will champion, defend, and preserve them as their own. 
 

Even though we possess no power but that of the Word, we nevertheless can and should carry on our work 
joyfully.  Let us, therefore, esteemed sirs and brethren, use this power properly.  Let us above all and in all 
matters be concerned about this, that the pure doctrine of our dear Evangelical Lutheran Church may become 
known more and more completely among us, that it may be in vogue in all of our congregations, and that it may 
be preserved from all adulteration and held fast as the most precious treasure.  Let us not surrender one iota of 
the demands of the Word.  Let us bring about its complete rule in our congregations and set aside nothing of it, 
even though for this reason things may happen to us, as God wills.  Here let us be inflexible, here let us be 
adamant.  If we do this, we need not worry about the success of our labor.  Even though it should seem to be in 
vain, it cannot then be in vain, for the Word does not return void but prospers in the things whereto the Lord 
sent it.  By the Word alone, without any other power, the church was founded; be the Word alone all the great 
deeds recorded in church history were accomplished; by the Word alone the 
church will most assuredly stand also in these days of sore distress, to the end 
of days.  Even the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  “For all flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away; but the Word of the Lord endureth 
forever.”  Amen. 

 

(From Moving Frontiers: Readings in the History of the Lutheran Church––
Missouri Synod, pp. 175–177). 
 
FROM THE CATECHISM 
In 1872, C. F. W. Walther presented a series of sixteen theses to the English 
Lutheran Conference in St. Louis.  They read like a “Small Catechism” on the 
Christian faith and life, so I offer them here as a commentary on the 
Catechism. 
 

I. A. The written Word of God is the only rule and standard of Faith and Life. 
B. The written Word of God is the only source of Christian knowledge. 
C. The Word of God is always to be understood literally; not always, indeed, properly; but figuratively only for 
cogent reasons. 
D. The Word of God is its own interpreter. It is not to be interpreted by reason, tradition, or new revelations. 

 

II. Man by nature has no free will in spiritual matters, and hence he is not able to co-operate towards his conversion. 
 

III. By virtue of its personal union with the Godhead divine properties are really communicated to the human nature 
 of Christ. 

 

IV. Christ has perfectly and completely reconciled the whole world unto God. 
 

V. A. By the means of grace alone, to wit, the Word and the Sacraments, the merit and benefits of Christ are really 
communicated to men. 

 B. The Gospel is not a mere announcement of the grace of Christ, but it is also at the same time an offer of the 
same to all who hear, and a communication of it to all who believe. 



 4

NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

  

FROM THE CATECHISM (continued) 
 

 C. Private absolution is the Gospel directed to individual persons and an offer and donation of the remission of 
sins on the part of God. 

 D. Absolution demands faith, and faith alone receives what is offered and given by it; neither absolution, nor any 
other means of grace, operates EX OPERE OPERATO. 

 

VI. A. Faith alone justifies and saves.  This is the main article of the whole Christian religion. 
 B. Faith, if it is true faith, renews a man’s heart, mind, disposition and all faculties, purifies the heart and is 

active in charity and good works. 
 

VII. Good works are only such as are commanded by God, provided they are done in faith. 
 

VIII. A. Baptism effects regeneration and imparts everlasting salvation to them that receive the same in faith. 
 B. By sins against conscience the grace of Baptism is lost. 
 C. Baptism stands immovable on the [part] of God, even when man falls; by repentance, therefore, he may and 

shall return to the same. 
 

IX. In the Holy Supper the true body and blood of Christ are truly present, are distributed under the bread and wine, 
and eaten and drunk both by the worthy and unworthy communicants; by the former for the remission of sins, by 
the latter unto judgment. 

 

X. A. It is a part of Christian liberty to be freed from the Jewish ceremonial and political laws. 
 B. By virtue of this Christian liberty a believer in the time of the New Testament is no more bound to the 

observance of a Sabbath. 
 

XI. A. The church, in the proper sense of the term, is the invisible totality of all true believers in Christ. 
 B. The characteristic marks of the church are pure doctrine and unadulterated sacraments. 
 C. Ecclesiastical communion is to be cherished only with those who agree in all articles of faith. 
 

XII. A. It is the duty of the church to maintain church discipline and, consequently, to excommunicate obstinate 
errorists or sinners. 

 B. Applicants to Communion must be examined ere they are admitted. 
 C. Ignorant people are not to be admitted to the Sacrament. 
 

XIII. The power of the keys is not an exclusive privilege of ordained ministers, but a power of the whole believing 
church that possesses the same originally and immediately. 

 

XIV. A. Ministers do not form a peculiar holy priestly order in opposition to laymen. 
 B. The pastoral office is nothing but an office, instituted of God, of ministering unto the church. 
 C. To call preachers is a right of the congregation to whom they are to minister.  Ordination is only a 

confirmation of this call and an apostolic ecclesiastical institution. 
 

XV. The doctrine according to which a glorification of the church in a millennial reign is to be expected, is a 
contradiction to several articles of the Christian faith and is consequently to be rejected. 

 

XVI. The Romish pope is the Antichrist, as prophesied in the Holy Scriptures. 

 

(From Essays for the Church, Vol. I, p. 229f.) 
 
ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
Our synod’s first constitution of 1847 is quite clear about the circumstances “under which union with the Synod 
may take place and fellowship with it continue.”  
 

he exclusive use of doctrinally pure church books and school books (agendas, hymnbooks, catechisms, 
textbooks, etc.).  If it is not feasible to replace the present unorthodox hymnbooks with orthodox ones in 
some congregations, the pastor of such a congregation may become a member of Synod only on the 

condition that he promises that he will use the unorthodox hymnbook only under public protest and gives 
assurance that he in all seriousness desires to bring about the introduction of an orthodox one.  

 

(From Moving Frontiers, p. 150) 
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FROM THE HYMNAL 

 

In addition to his voluminous output as a writer, and lengthy tenure as synodical president (1847–1850; 1864–
1878), C. F. W. Walther was also instrumental in promoting an orthodox Lutheran hymnal in the LCMS.  His 
preface to the 1847 synodical hymnal describes the content of a good Lutheran hymnal.  
 

n the selection of the adopted hymns the chief consideration was that they be pure in doctrine; that they 
have found almost universal acceptance within the orthodox German Lutheran Church and have thus 
received the almost unanimous testimony that they had come forth from the true spirit [of Lutheranism]; 

that they express not so much the changing circumstances of individual persons but rather contain the language 
of the whole church, because the book is to be used primarily in public worship; and finally that they, though 
bearing the imprint of Christian simplicity, be not merely rhymed prose but the creations of a truly Christian 
poetry.  
 

The editors have been fully conscious of the difficulty of their task; they have altogether despaired of their own 
wisdom and pleaded earnestly with God for the illumination and direction of His Holy Spirit and especially for 
the gift of trying and discerning the spirits.  They can give the assurance that they approached the task with fear 
and trembling and from the Christian church’s voluminous treasury of German hymnody, according to the grace 
which God had given them, selected only those hymns which they recognized as particularly worthy of 
transmission from children to children’s children and of preservation as a treasure, as an inalienable possession 
of the German-speaking church.  May our Lord Jesus Christ, who ascended on high and gave gifts to men, grant 
a superabundant blessing also on this little hymnal. 
 

With this hymnal for the church the needs of the home were indeed not overlooked, even though, as said, the 
primary purpose was to serve the church.  So we have thought that we might in time also follow this up with a 
special hymnal for the home as part two, if the demand for it becomes clear in the congregations. 
 

Because the editors felt it essential to give the most valuable hymns in so small a hymnal, only little thought 
could be given to a general acquaintance with their appropriate melodies.  However, the index to the tunes in 
most cases refers to better-known melodies for substitution where the suggested tune is not too well known.  In 
addition we are also considering the publication of a lithographed book of melodies within the next several 
months as a companion to our hymnal in order to relieve a possible difficulty in some of our parishes.  We are 
also of the opinion that we have great cause to be concerned about the proper preservation of the wonderful, 
rich treasury of our church melodies.   

 

(From Moving Frontiers, pp. 182–183) 
 
BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

C. F. W. Walther, Law and Gospel: How to Read and Apply the Bible––A Reader’s Edition. Concordia, St. 
Louis, MO, 2010. 
 

alther was a profound preacher, lecturer, and scholar.  Among his voluminous output, none surpasses the 
depth of The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, a transcript of evening lectures delivered at 
our St. Louis seminary.  The unique facet of this new edition is not just its content, but its accessibility.  

Walther was emphatic that a confessional Lutheran church is body is responsible for providing good theology in 
layman’s terms at affordable prices.  (Concordia:  The Lutheran Confessions, a reader’s edition of The Book of 
Concord, was inspired in price and content by Walther’s insistence.)  This edition of Law & Gospel succeeds in 
meeting Walther’s criteria.  In contrast to the academic edition that adorns the shelf and fills the heart of every 
faithful Lutheran preacher, this reader’s edition provides helpful introductions and summaries, marginal notes, 
an idiomatic translation, and introductory material on the importance of Walther and his works.   
 

Perhaps a personal anecdote is in order.  When I was a studying at the Ft. Wayne seminary, one of my spiritual 
fathers used to go around the room and ask students individually when they had last read two books: The Book 
of Concord and The Proper Distinction between Law & Gospel.  This was followed by fatherly admonitions 
that we had not read it enough, did not understand it any way, and had better read it again in the near future if 
we wished to be ordained.  Since that time, I suppose that I have failed his class retroactively.  His point is well 

I 
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BOOK RECOMMENDATION (continued) 

taken, however.  Walther’s timeless yet timely book on the proper content of all Lutheran preaching is a classic.  
This new edition will hopefully broaden its influence beyond the local preacher toward a greater impact on the 
hearts and minds of Lutheran laymen. 
 
 

REDEEMER NEWS & NOTES 

● Redeemer’s website is <http://www.rlcb.org>.  Check it out.  Add it to your favorites.  Visit it often for 
announcements, sermons, upcoming music, prayer requests, the online color edition of the Epistle, the most up-
to-date version of the church calendar, and much, much more. 
 

● Vacation Bible School will be held at Redeemer on August 16 through 20.  This year’s theme will be “Follow 
the Lamb.”  There are many opportunities for VBS in our area, but this might be the only unabashedly 
confessional Lutheran VBS in town.  Please see Mr. Nicholas Singh or Pastor Hamer to register your child(ren) 
or to volunteer as a staff member. Fliers are available online and in the narthex. 
 

● As always, the summer divine service schedule commenced the first Sunday in July and continues through 
September 5:  Divine Service at 9:00 A.M., Choir practice at 8:30 A.M.  No Sunday School or Bible Study. 
 

● The Lutheran Confessions Series is an ongoing study of The Book of Concord, the official confessions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  By the time this issue appears in print, the study of the Augsburg Confession and 
the Apology will have already begun, on the fourth Monday of every month at 7:30 P.M. at the parsonage.  If 
you missed it in June, you only missed the introduction, so you shouldn’t have much trouble picking up the 
thread at the next meeting, on July 26.  Come and learn what we believe, teach, and confess. 
 

● A transfer to Trinity Lutheran Church, Glen Cove was recently granted to Marie Hallett, who now lives in 
Glen Cove permanently. 

 

Church Cleaning Volunteers  

edeemer continues to save a great deal of badly needed money by using an all-volunteer cleaning crew, 
yet despite the many people who thought this was a great idea, the number of volunteers coming forward 
to help has been underwhelming.  The good people who are doing the work every week could use a hand 

so that the responsibility does not become too burdensome. There are simple chores such as dusting and 
vacuuming that must be done weekly.  The more people that volunteer, the easier the job will be.  If you would 
like to help, please contact (and thank) Anneliese Schaefer who is coordinating the efforts.  
 

                
 
 

Gardening with the Schaefers 
orkdays in May and June have contributed greatly to the upkeep of the grounds around Redeemer, 
and have included the planting of annual flowers around the property, as well as the first installment 
of trimming Redeemer’s extensive yew hedges.  The entire congregation should be thankful for the 

volunteers who gave up two Saturdays to beautify the grounds surrounding God’s house.  Work does not end 
with planting, however.  Maintenance of the grounds continues throughout the summer, with weeding and 
watering, the latter especially important in the recent sweltering weather.  Almost every Friday afternoon, 
“Gardening with the Schaefers” begins after about 4 P.M., weather permitting, and the volunteers weed, water, 
and do other gardening chores.  All are invited.  Those who can’t help can always offer their prayers and 
encouragement.  Additional volunteer help this year has made it possible to cultivate and extend the beds along 
the 36th Avenue side of the church.  Donated perennials and annuals are beginning to fill in the spaces where 
only weeds grew previously.  Please have a look as you go by, and pray for RAIN! 

 
 

Richard Schaefer

R 
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A PASTORAL REVIEW 

 

Thus far, we have heard primarily from C. F. W. Walther in this issue.  It is not without significance, however, 
that his four successors as president of the synod––Friedrich Wyneken, Heinrich Schwann, Francis Pieper, 
Friedrich Pfotenhauer––wore “Elijah’s mantle” in their doctrine and practice.  The following excerpt comes 
from Dr. Pfotenhauer’s 1892 address to the Minnesota and Dakota District on doctrine and mission.  One 
hopes that this year’s convention in Houston will follow the pattern of getting the message straight and then 
getting it out.  If not, well, Houston, we have a problem!  References to “synod” and “synods” refer to district 
conventions unless otherwise noted. 
 

hen the synod [the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)] had gathered at Jerusalem, they immediately began 
to deal with the matter of doctrine.  The doctrine of Christian freedom was a burning question.  The 
debate was very lively.  Not merely a few spoke, but many did so, including congregation members.  

Peter, Paul, Barnabas, and James gave longer speeches.  From God’s Word they convincingly demonstrated that 
one must not continue to lay the yoke of Moses upon the necks of the disciples.  Salvation comes only through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All would be convinced, and they confessed the right doctrine by resolution.  
We, too, have long dealt chiefly with doctrine at synods.  We have no decided doctrinal questions according to 
majority or in respect of persons, but according to God’s Word. At this synod, we will again deal chiefly with 
doctrine [Lehre trieben], and indeed together [we will] treat the Sixth Commandment.  It will be the most 
earnest matter we deal with.  We will acknowledge the deep corruption of original sin of all human nature and 
God’s abhorrence and horrible anger over all sins of impurity.  Precisely because of the sins against the Sixth 
Commandment, God drowned the first world and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah by fire.  Precisely on account 
of these sins, the wrath of God will soon come upon the child of unbelief on the Last Day.  Oh, how we should 
then faithfully warn church and school against the horrible sins of the Sixth Commandment.  How we should 
keep body and soul chaste and unblemished and be blameless midst perverse generations of this world! 
 
But the first synod [i.e., the Apostolic Council] at Jerusalem dealt not only with doctrine, it also death with 
mission.  It says: “And they declared all that God had done with them” [Acts 15:4].  “And all the assembly fell 
silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through 
them among the Gentiles” [Acts 15:12].  Also as our sessions, the mission [of the church], after the treatment of 
doctrine, takes the most time.  Our dear traveling preachers [Reiseprediger] have given their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Suffering great deprivation out on our often inhospitable prairie and in solitude in the 
wild mountains of Montana, without making much fuss, they have done the most difficult work.  They recount 
to us how the Lord has opened doors for them everywhere, and congregations have sprouted up like gardens of 
God.  By reporting this to us, they bring great joy to all the brethren.  In so doing, they move us to the holy 
determination to take the Word of God ever further and to work ever more diligently.  Indeed, last year [1891], 
unanimously decided to assist in taking the Word into the land of the heathen [i.e., among the American 
Indiana].  It was the reports of our traveling preachers that warmed our hearts and have given us courage to 
implore God that He give still more because He already has given us so much.  To be sure, it is our chief task to 
preach the Word to brethren in the faith who lived in scattered places.  But we have now done that beyond what 
anyone would have thought possible.  From Winnipeg to New Orleans, there is a string of one congregation 
after another.  Our missionaries carry the message from the east to the setting of the sun, to the Rocky 
Mountains and back.  To be sure, we always lack the necessary workers.  Thus the prayer of the Lord: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, pray the Lord of the harvest that He send workers into his fields” is 
applicable for the Church of the entire [era of the] New Testament.  And so the workers will remain few until 
the Last Day.  If we had enough workers, we wouldn’t need to pray what the Lord asks us to pray.  God desires 
our prayer that he may give us what is needed.  
 
(From At Home in the House of My Fathers, pp. 697–698) 
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ONE PEOPLE: FORGIVEN 
 

ur own church body, the Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod will hold 
its 64th regular convention on July 10–17, in Houston, Texas, under 
the theme “One People: Forgiven.”  As with any convention, there are 

many decisions to be made, and it is never a cliché to say that this convention is 
the most important ever. One task is to deal with the recommendations of the 
Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synodical Structure and Governance, or the 
BRTFSSG.  For good or ill, the recommendations will radically alter the 
organization and power structure of the synod, eliminating most of the elected 
boards and committees. The long, tongue-twisting name does not inspire 
confidence. Also, all synodical offices are up for election, from the president on 
down.  If the Board for Pastoral Education is not eliminated, then our own 
Richard Schaefer will be up for reelection to a second six-year term on that 
board, which oversees and advocates for seminary education in the LCMS.   
 
Your prayers for sound and Scriptural decisions are needed.  Follow the news and notes from the convention at  
the LCMS website, <http://www.lcms.org>, view the BRTFSSG report and recommendations there also, and 
peruse the convention materials in the narthex.  
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e believe and teach that there is 
one divine essence, undivided, &c., 

and yet, that there are three distinct  
persons, of the same divine essence, 
and coeternal, Father, Son, and Holy  
Ghost.  
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article I. 
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