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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

FROM THE WORD  

 

On May 23, we will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, the 50th day after Easter when the Holy Spirit was poured 
out on the disciples.  C. F. W. Walther comments on the theological significance of the epistle for Pentecost, 
Acts 2:1–13. 
 

entecost is a glorious event for which Christians should be eternally thankful, an event 
that prompts them, as rejoicing multitudes, to enter their houses of God for a festive 
celebration.  It marks the visible outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the Lord’s disciples.  
Christ had promised the disciples, “For John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now” (Acts 1:5).  Then, blessing them, 
He majestically ascended from the earth, higher and higher, until a cloud, like a victory 
carriage, received Him, and He withdrew from the longing gaze of His followers.  Ten 
days after Christ’s ascension, the Jewish festival of Pentecost arrived and the disciples 

gathered, with one accord, in prayers and supplications.  And behold! There was a sound from heaven as of a 
mighty wind and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Here, the Holy Ghost appeared visibly in the 
form of tongues of fire that burned over the heads of the disciples.  The disciples were filled with Holy Ghost 
and to the amazement of a great crowd of onlookers, festival guests from every nation under heaven, they 
suddenly proclaimed in fiery speech in all the languages of these foreigners the great deeds of God. 
 

Through this act, the Holy Ghost revealed Himself, gloriously and 
majestically, before all the world as true God and the Third Person of 
the Holy Trinity.  He now demands that the world recognize that He, 
with the Father and Son, is God, equally eternal and mighty, and that 
all should honor and worship Him on earth as in heaven. 
 

By this miraculous public outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon the 
disciples, Christ also revealed before the whole world that He is truly 
risen, that He ascended into heaven, and that He now sits as God and 
Man at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  He rules from His 
abundance, and according to His good pleasure He pours out the Holy 
Ghost over His elect children.  For the disciples, this not only 
equipped them for their great office, but it also transformed their 
human weakness and despondency into divine strength and 
unconquerable courage.  Their imperfect knowledge was changed into 
infallible, perfect enlightenment.  Their simplicity and awkwardness 
(Continued on page 3)
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine La Port, Peggy Slater, Richard Branch, Dorothea Petraglia, 
Danielle Shinn, Andy Shinn, Melissa Ramos, Brent White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Anne Lindroos, Perry 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD (continued from page 1) 

 

were turned into heavenly wisdom.  The descent of the Holy Ghost publicly and solemnly confirmed them in 
their heavenly calling before all the nations of the earth, attesting them as teachers of all people, God’s 
messengers to the whole sinful world, and representatives of Christ.  We cannot think that the miracle of the 
outpouring of the Holy Ghost we celebrate today is something that happened to the apostles only.  This is the 
especially glorious thing about the feast of Pentecost: the same thing that happened to the apostles, which we 
celebrate with a great festival, repeats itself each year.  It is true that the apostles were endowed on that first 
Pentecost with certain extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost that were promised to them alone and were 
necessary for them alone.  Nevertheless, we, along with all people at all times and in all places, can share in the 
main gift the apostles received: the gift of the Holy Ghost Himself.   
 

(From God Grant It, pp. 452–454) 
 
FROM THE CATECHISM 
From time to time, catechetical inserts are used on Sunday, which include excerpts from the Small Catechism, 
catechism terms, and Bible verses for meditation, as the following exposition of the Third Article shows.  
Readers are invited to pray the Third Article with explanation, explore the terms through the use of a Bible 
dictionary or concordance, and to read the verses for meditation. 
 

The Third Article 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 
but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. 
 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and 
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
 

In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  
This is most certainly true. 

 

Catechism Terms 

 

apostles minister 
prophets missionary 
evangelists deacons 
pastors and teachers inspiration of Scripture 

 

Bible Verses for Meditation on the Third Article 

 

John 6:63 I Peter 1:22–23 

John 15:26 II Peter 1:20b–21 
I Corinthians 2:14 II Timothy 3:16–17 
Romans 10:(8–16) 17 Ephesians 2:19–22 

 

(From Lutheran Catechesis, p.  129) 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE HYMNAL 
The LSF&B theme hymn for the 2009–2010 academic year has been TLH 224, “Come, Holy Ghost, God and 
Lord,” Martin Luther’s hymn for Pentecost.  The following commentary on this hymn is my introduction for the 
2009–2010 school yearbook, so please pardon a few parochial references, or just pretend you are a student at 
LSF&B. 

 

 

ome, Holy Ghost, God and Lord!  Be all Thy graces now outpoured 

Lord
On each believer’s mind and heart; Thy fervent love to them impart. 
, by the brightness of Thy light Thou in the faith dost men unite 
 C

Of ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue; This to Thy praise, O Lord, our God, be sung.  Hallelujah!  
 

The phrase “Of ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue” is particularly poignant for LSF&B.  We are blessed in northeast 
Queens to reach out to numerous ethnic groups with a rigorous study of the liberal arts.  Just look through this 
yearbook to see people from North America, Asia, and other places of origin.  What brings them together?  The 
Holy Ghost, who, as Luther puts it, “Calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 
earth.”  The Holy Spirit preaches Christ to our ears, pours out His grace upon our hearts and minds, and 
graciously bestows the gifts of the Spirit, in this and every place. 

 

Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, oh, cause the Word of Life to shine! 
Teach us to know our God aright and call Him Father with delight. 
From ev’ry error keep us free; let none but Christ our Master be 
That we in living faith abide, in Him, our Lord, with all our might confide.  Hallelujah!  

 

The word “Father” is familiar to us all, for we all have an earthly father.  The office of parent is so important 
that, in Lutheran education, the teachers function not on their own authority, but in place of the parents.  The 
Holy Spirit delivers the gifts of God the Father to us: His guidance, the Word of Life, and a living faith that 
feeds on Christ.  It matters not, then, how any earthly father has ever failed us.  In Christ, we have a perfect, 
heavenly Father, who invites us to pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven.” 
 

Thou holy Fire, comfort true,  
Grant us the will Thy work to do 
And in Thy service to abide;  
Let trials turn us not aside. 
Lord, by Thy pow’r prepare each heart  
And to our weakness strength impart 
That bravely here we may contend,  
Thro’ life and death to Thee, our Lord, ascend.  
Hallelujah!  
 

By the time this yearbook appears in print, we will 
have closed the 2009–2010 academic year and 
entered the next chapter in our respective lives.  
Each phase of life presents it own set of joys and 
sorrows.  This stanza reminds us that the trials and 
temptations of daily living need not turn us aside 
from the Lord God.  The Holy Spirit prepares our 
hearts for each stage of life through the preached 
Word.  His strength is made perfect in the midst of 
our weakness.  His grace outweighs our sin.  And 
the result?  Believers may bravely contend with the 
challenges of daily living, now and into eternity.   

 

God grant it unto us for Jesus’ sake! 
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ON THE DIVINE LITURGY 
Building in part on Luther’s Pentecost hymn, Ralph Gehrke comments on the meaning and shape of the Day of 
Pentecost.  “‘Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit,’ saith the Lord of Hosts.’” 
 

he fifty-day celebration of the Easter Season climaxes in, and ends with, the Festival of Pentecost.  This 
certainly is a high point in the Easter cycle.  The risen and ascended Savior sends the Holy Spirit to take 
His place and lead us into all truth.  By the working of the Holy Spirit God’s revelation in Christ Jesus 

becomes effective in history.  He is our Sanctifier, entering our hearts at our Baptism, nurturing us through the 
Word, enabling us to understand the Gospel and to live a life filled with Christian virtues, even as by His 
inspiration the apostles on Pentecost were enabled to proclaim “the wonderful works of God” in many 
languages.  It is by His inspiration that the nations hear God’s message; the curse which ever since the Tower of 
Babel has prevented one nation from really understanding another is taken away by His sanctifying work. 

 T
 

Thou in the faith dost men unite 
Of every land and every tongue; 
This is to Thy praise, O Lord, our God, be sung.  Hallelujah! 

 

The church lives and moves and has its being through His gracious inspiration.  And without Him no one could 
come to Christ or believe on Him. 
 

The liturgical color for Pentecost is red, the color of fire and of blood, significant of the Holy Spirit and divine 
love and of our Savior’s blood as well as that of the martyrs.  In many regions the entrance to the church and the 
altar are decorated on this day with Pentecost blossoms, often with the bridal red rose to signify the church as 
the bride of Christ.  And the altar is often illuminated by 12 burning candles, significant of the apostles of the 
New Testament church. 

 

(From Planning the Service, p. 72) 
 

           
 

NEW MEMBER 
 
 

edeemer welcomes Terriann Bianchino and her son Peter.  Terriann recently completed her adult 
confirmation instruction with Pastor Hamer, and became a member of Redeemer by profession of faith  
during the divine service on Jubilate Sunday, April 25.  Peter is a student at LSF&B.  Please take at least 

a moment to greet them in the peace of the Lord and welcome them to the congregation. 
 R

 
 
 

           

 

Palm Sunday Brunch  

 
 

here was an excellent turnout for the brunch on this past Palm Sunday (March 28), as the  attendees 
displayed their appreciation for the beautiful meal and the opportunity to enjoy each others’ company 
after receiving the good things of God in the worship service that morning. 

  
Our menu this year was a departure from the traditional pancakes, and each egg dish offered a personal touch.  
Julia and I were overjoyed by the entire experience, and want to extend our sincere thanks to Annette Leroux, 
Sue Parks, Anneliese Schaefer, Marlene Pappacena, Irene Heim, Ellie Kehoe, and Flora Schaefer for all their 
efforts as we all worked so well together in our service to the Lord.   

 T
 

Your brother in Christ,  
Joe Petraglia 
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Church Cleaning Volunteers  

 

he cleaning crew is happy to add Marlene Pappacena to the team.  Welcome Marlene, and thank you!  
Also thanks to Annette Leroux for her many hours of help! 
 

Re
yet despi

deemer continues to save a great deal of badly needed money by using an all-volunteer cleaning crew, 
te the many people who thought this was a great idea, the number of volunteers coming forward to help 

has been underwhelming.  The good people who are doing the work every week could use a hand so that the 
responsibility does not become too burdensome.  There are simple chores such as dusting and vacuuming that 
must be done weekly.  The more people that volunteer, the easier the job will be.  If you would like to help, 
please contact (and thank) Anneliese Schaefer who is coordinating the efforts.  

 T

 
                

 

ALTAR GUILD 

 

he Altar Guild welcomes Paula Bodin, who is helping to set up the communion vessels for Sunday 
worship services.  Thank you Paula!  Anyone interested in joining the Altar Guild, please see Anneliese 
Schaefer.  Thanks also to Jennifer Hamer for having served on the guild. 

 
 
 
 

 T
                       

 
 
 
 

Church Work Day 

 

fter the February workday was snowed out, the weather held for the March and April workdays.  With 
the help of student volunteers from LSF&B and the Boy Scouts who meet at Redeemer, the Living 
Nativity sets were finally taken down in time for Holy Week!  Among the work accomplished during 

the April workday (24 April) was the cleaning of the boiler room and undercroft, as well as some work on the 
landscaping at the corner of Bell and 36th Avenue. Volunteers were treated to an excellent lunch courtesy of the 
LSF&B International Dinner, which had taken place the night before.  Please consider volunteering for the 
upcoming May workday on Saturday, 22 May, 9 a.m. to noon, which will feature work both inside and outside 
the buildings, and include the planting of summer flowers on the grounds.  If you can’t make it, please pray for 
good weather!  

 A

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The RUMMAGE SALE is Coming!!! 

 

Saturday, June 5, 9:30 A.M.–4 P.M. 
Volunteers to set up Friday, June 4, 3–7 P.M. 

Drop off Donations Friday P.M. 
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A PASTORAL REVIEW 
 

 
On May 29, we at Redeemer will be pleased to celebrate the wedding of Nicholas Singh and Jeanna Plersch.  I 
have only conducted a handful of weddings at Redeemer, so this is an appropriate time and place to consider 
the theology of Christian marriage.  The following excerpt is from a required text for premarital pastoral care: 
Bed and Board by Robert Farrar Capon (pp. 79–81).  Here he comments on the “liturgy” that happens around 
the board, i.e., at the dinner table. 
 

he board will always give birth to liturgy.  I don’t mean specifically religious liturgy here.  I mean liturgy 
in the old sense that the world had before Christians picked it up.  In that sense, liturgy is not simply a 
function of religion but an inevitable feature of the life of the city.  The Greeks were, I think, the first to 

define it.  In the small city-state of antiquity, each citizen was assigned a portion of the material work of the city 
as his personal responsibility: the repair of so many feet of wall, for example, or the construction of so many 
yards of drainage facility.  The word they used for this assignment was leitourgia.  They saw that community of 
life meant community in things, and that unless the citizens joined in the doing of the things, the city could not 
thrive.  Each was to have his peculiar liturgy; but it was to be his as a member of the body politic, not on the 
basis of his private tastes.  It was a brilliant notion.  As cities became larger and more complex, of course, it 
became unwieldy.  But it is precisely the absence of visible liturgy that nowadays makes the common life less 
obvious to common men.  
Twenty feet of stone wall erected 
at my own charges speaks clearly 
to me of my involvement in the 
city; a lever on a voting machine 
turned down over the name of a 
mayoralty candidate who will by 
and by appoint a commissioner of 
public works is a little vague.  It 
really is the same thing, but it is 
not drawn as sharply––it is not so 
elegant a diagram.  In societies 
that have remained small, 
however, in bodies which have 
kept their materialities simple, it 
still applies in its old form.  The 
Church needs only priest, people, 
table, bread and wine; the union 
of those remains the taproot of all 
its liturgy.   

 T

 

So also with the family.  Parents and children, table and food are the fundamental pieces.  Given these, there 
will develop, with absolute inevitability, a way of doing business native to that Board and its distinctive 
materialities.  “At our house, we always have icebox cake on Daddy’s birthday.” That is genuine liturgy.  The 
key to its true rationale is the phrase “We always do. ...” The test of its germaneness is not its conformity to 
some abstract standard of perfection, “but simply whether it constitutes an honest doing of the work of the city 
with the materials at hand.  Liturgy is local matter: The Church has had almost as many liturgies as she has had 
altars.  The massive attempts at enforced conformity to what somebody considers an ideal norm––the great 
master service books and universal rites––have had only middling success.  And since the family is so utterly 
local a proposition, its truest liturgies will be home-grown––and very often peculiar, in both senses of the word.  
They will be wordy or brief, elaborate of plain, high or low, according to the tastes and the talents of the 
families that make them.  But their constant feature is that they will never fail to be made.  The table is simply 
the kind of thing that brings them forth. 
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WHY THE ORGAN? 

 

o you ever wonder why the organ is (or has been) the instrument of church 
music?  Invented over 2,000 years ago and used in secular music of Greek 
and Roman culture, the organ came to be established as “the church 

instrument” as early as AD 900—now more than a millennium of history.  There 
are many reasons why the organ (the pipe organ, that is) became and remains the 
foremost instrument of the church. 

 D
 

(1) It is the only instrument that has the depth of sound to support congregational 
singing adequately.  This is especially important for the Lutheran Church, which 
stresses hymns and liturgy sung by the people.  “Praise bands” and guitars are 
feeble substitutes for the rich, powerful sound of the organ.  Indeed, these devices 
must be amplified, which increases their volume but also intensifies their shrill and 
tinny quality.  They are at once too noisy and too shallow.  Equally important, they 
come from the world of pop music.  The “baggage” they carry, in both word and tune, contradicts the purpose 
of sacred music and contaminates worship.  Even the piano, which has all the notes of the organ keyboard, gives 
“an uncertain sound” (I Cor. 14:8) and has its own secular, often irreverent associations.  Electronic keyboards 
are little more than radios you play yourself. 

 

(2) Through its many different pipes, the organ is capable of producing a wide variety of sound: soft and loud, 
gentle and brilliant, higher and lower in pitch, and stops that mimic other instruments (flute, oboe, bassoon, 
trumpet, etc.).  You hear most of these sounds every Sunday as the organ fulfills its varied functions: to support 
the congregation in hymns and liturgy (moderate to full level), to accompany the choir (background), and to 
offer preludes and postludes that express the theological themes of the day (with plain or colorful registers). 

 

(3) Much of the repertoire of music written for the church over many centuries requires the organ, both in the 
form of solo organ music (chorale preludes, preludes and fugues, toccatas, etc.) and choral music that includes 
or features the organ (anthems, masses, cantatas, motets, oratorios).  Historically, organ music is the only form 
of instrumental music intended specifically for the church, although other instruments are often present in 
ensembles.  Thus, to depart from the organ as the church instrument is to disregard or discard virtually all the 
sacred choral music from the last thousand years: from Medieval and Renaissance chant-based polyphony 
through Schütz, Bach, M. Haydn, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Brahms, and Rheinberger, to mention just a few great 
composers whose sacred music we have presented at Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

 

Of course, today’s publishers are hastening to turn out “contemporary” Christian music, most of which is 
ephemeral at best.  Unfortunately, these products typically eliminate or discourage the use of the organ and they 
feature the various inferior replacements cited above.  The typical church anthem published today calls for 
“keyboard” rather than specify organ accompaniment.  This neutral term sends the message to choir directors 
that the organ is no longer the standard church instrument, but one of a number of options. 

 

In spite of these disturbing trends, the organ is still the one musical instrument that distinguishes sacred music 
from secular music, whether serious (like symphonies or concertos), or frivolous (like most pop music), or 

debased (also out there).  The church is not a 
concert hall; it is certainly not a jazz club, disco, or 
rock arena.  Therefore, it is crucial that the organ 
continue to be cultivated and respected by the 
church and everyone responsible for the 
preservation and practice of its music.  That 
responsibility rests with seminaries, church-related 
publishers, pastors, teachers, church musicians, and 
congregations.  We should feel proud that 
Redeemer is doing its part here. 

 
 
 

Jane Schatkin Hettrick,  Director of Parish Music 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

AUGUST 16 through 20 
Monday through Friday 

 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food ,  Games ,  Art s  &  Craf t s ,  
Mus i c ,  B i b l e  Les sons ,  &  More !  

F ood ,  Games ,  Art s  &  Craf t s ,  
Mus i c ,  B i b l e  Les sons ,  &  More !  

  

• $25 per child • $25 per child 
• Children of all ages are welcome • Children of all ages are welcome 
• Dinner served nightly — 5:30 to 6:00 P.M. • Dinner served nightly — 5:30 to 6:00 P.M. 
• Pre-register (by phone) and save: • Pre-register (by phone) and save: 

Pastor Hamer 718-229-5770 Pastor Hamer 718-229-5770 
Mr. Singh, VBS Director 718-208-8799  Mr. Singh, VBS Director 718-208-8799  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
36-01 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

 
 
 

W e  P r e a c h  C h r i s t  C r u c i f i e d  

 



THE FEAST  
oF THE HOLY 

TRINITY 
Sunday, May 30 

 
 

 
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD  

Thursday, May 13 
Observed Exaudi Sunday, May 16 

 
 
 

WHITSUNDAY 
THE FEAST OF pENTECOST 
Sunday, May 23 
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nd the catholic faith is this, that  

in Un
we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity  
ity, neither confounding the Persons  
 A

nor dividing the Substance ... He therefore,  
that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity. 
(From the Athanasian Creed) 
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