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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 

 

FROM THE WORD I 
In addition to setting the celestial precedent for the modern GPS, the Gospel lesson for Epiphany (St. Matthew 
2:1–12) emphasizes Christ as the “light to lighten the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32).  C. F. W. Walther comments on 
the meaning of the Epiphany of our Lord, traditionally celebrated on January 6. 
 

he way in which the first Gentiles were led to Christ was wonderful. In a country lying far to 
the east of Judea, probably Persia, a star appeared to several Wise Men, and God revealed to 
them that this star signified the birth of the long-expected King of grace from the Jewish 
people. At once, the Wise Men began their journey to the capital city of Jerusalem, and when 
they arrived, they asked: “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His 
star when it rose and have come to worship Him.” King Herod immediately assembled all of his 
chief priest and scribes and asked them where, according to the Scriptures, the Messiah was to 

be born. He learned, from the Book of Micah, that the Messiah must be born in Bethlehem. The king then 
directed the Wise Men to this little city. They followed the words of the prophet, and behold! They found Him 
whom they were seeking, knelt down before Him, worshiped Him, opened their treasures to Him, and returned 
to their own country with the eternal treasure of this saving knowledge. 
 

Even more wonderful than the circumstances of this account is the 
fact that God chose to lead the Wise Men to Bethlehem, not 
exclusively by the star, but also via a detour. The Jewish king, with 
his chief priests and scribes, first had to show them from God’s Word 
that Bethlehem was the place where Christ could be found. We 
cannot imagine that the all-wise God would have done this without a 
most important reason. God wanted to show all future generations 
that He did not lead the Gentiles to His dear Son by miracles, by 
stars, by angels, or by some other extraordinary heavenly appearance. 
Instead, He directed them by means of men, His already existing 
church. We see from this that the mission to the Gentiles is a duty of 
the Church. Unfortunately, in our day, far too many people, including 
those who are undeniably Christians, think that the mission to the 
Gentiles, while laudable, is something they can do or not do.  With so 
much distress in the world, they believe that the burden of missions 
should not be imposed on the Church as a potential hindrance to 
other 

(Continued on page 3) 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

John Kehoe, Jim Barlow, John Hamer, Nick Braglio, Josephine LaPort, Mario Ameller, Heeyun Shin, Eric 
Hasselback, Peggy Slater, Richard Branch, Ann Wagner, Arlene Benson, Katherine Genthner, Tom Zangas, 
Karen Spykerman, Jacob Goodine, Dorothea Petraglia, Danielle Shinn, Andy Shinn, Melissa Ramos, Brent 
White, Bob DeSalvio, Mary Ciulla, Anne Lindroos, Robert Firmery, and Perry Goode. 
 

Shut-Ins: Mabel Gorreck, Debbie Lee, Doris Colvin, Marion and Richard Balling, Marie Hallett, and Miriam 
Trager. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE WORD I (continued from page 1) 

 

important work.  Such Christians are in error.  The Christian Church is a debtor to the whole world that remains 
outside Christ.  They are responsible for the lighting of the heavenly star of the Word for the poor Gentiles and 
leading them to Bethlehem.  The Church is the fruitful mother out of whose womb more children should be 
born for God. 
 

 O Jesus, King of Glory,    Help that in earth’s dominions, 
 Both David’s Lord and Son!   Thro’out from pole to pole, 
 Thy realm endures forever,    Thy reign may spread salvation 
 In heav’n is fixed Thy throne.   To each benighted soul.  Amen.     

(From God Grant It, pp. 99–100) 
 

FROM THE WORD II 
The Adult Bible Study is currently studying the book of Leviticus.  The first sacrifice explored was the burnt 
offering (1:3–17).  One scholar summarizes the text, ritual, and theological meaning of this offering, which 
doubles as an overview of the right exposition of this book of the Old Testament. 

 

he most important question that anyone can ask is: how can an impure, sinful, and mortal 
creature find access into the presence of God – both now and in the world to come? Scripture, 
of course, reveals that God in his infinite wisdom has graciously provided the way.  And a 
significant part of the revelation about that way unfolds in the ritual of the burnt offering. 
 

The laws of the sacrifices begin with the burnt offering (ōlâ), sometimes called the “holocaust 
offering” because everything goes up in smoke.  Even though this offering was not normally the 
first offering made by a worshiper who came to the sanctuary, it is listed first because it was 

one of the most frequently made sacrifices and because it was one of the most important: it was the only 
sacrifice that belonged completely to God.  No portion of the animal was consumed by priests or worshipers; 
rather, the animal was consumed on the altar.  Thus it signified both complete surrender to God by the offerer 
and complete acceptance by God of the worshiper who brought it. 
 

This was the essential offering of the sanctuary.  It was the regular offering made there in the mornings and 
evenings and at the scheduled feasts; it was also the basic sacrifice the worshiper offered when drawing near to 
God.  Accordingly, it emphasized the essential aspects of sacrificial ritual: carefully selecting the right animal, 
placing the hand on its head, shedding the blood through the ritual slaughter, and burning the animal on the 
altar.  The shedding of blood and burning of animals may seem primitive and unpleasant to the modern believer, 
but the truths that these acts convey are essential to God’s program of redemption. 
 

The ritual of the burnt offering revealed that no one could approach the holy Lord at any time without a 
substitutionary animal to make atonement.  Life, which was graphically represented by the blood, had to be 
given in exchange for any worshiper to draw near to God.  Worshipers had to keep in mind that, as defiled or 
sinful people, their presence in the sanctuary for any reason was only on the basis of their being sanctified by 
the substitutionary atonement of blood sacrifice. 
 

Three essential emphases are at the heart of this theological message.  (1) The main purpose of the sacrifice is 
atonement.  Through provision of a sacrifice, sin and defilement are purged so that the offerer once again can 
enjoy communion with the holy Lord God.  Such atonement is possible only because of the idea of substitution.  
This theme connects the whole ritual to the grace of God that enables the sinner to live and to enter his presence 
through the death of a substitute.  (2) God chose blood as a graphic way to ensure the death of the victim, 
because the life is in the blood.  Blood dashed against the sides of the altar was the public witness that the 
sacrifice had been made.  (3) The sacrifice pleased the Lord.  This means that the sacrifice was successful, that 
it accomplished its purpose. 

 

(From Allen P. Ross, Holiness to the Lord, pp. 85–86) 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

FROM THE CATECHISM 
Every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m., Adult Bible Study and Sunday School gathers in the Sunday School room 
along the main hallway for Luther’s Morning Prayer:  invocation, creed, Lord’s Prayer, and the “I thank You, 
my Heavenly Father” prayer.  An introductory commentary on key words and phrases in this short prayer office 
is also presented.  The following is a brief, bullet-point summary of what has been learned thus far. 
 

● When we make the sign of the cross, we remember our baptism, not our disdain for Roman Catholicism. 

 

● “In the name” means in the very presence of God (Gen. 4:25–27), not just talking about Him from a distance.  

 

● “Of the Father” calls upon God as the source of our life and salvation, for the title “Father” means “source” 
(Gal. 4:6).  

 

● “and of the Son” addresses God the Son as the male heir of God the Father, through whom we have the rights 
of sonship by faith (Gal. 4:1–7).  

 

● “and of the Holy Spirit” calls upon the Holy Spirit of the breath of God (Gen. 1:1) and as God’s life-giving 
power (Luke 4:1).  

 

● “I believe” is a translation of the Latin word credo, the first person, verbal form of “creed.”  

 

● “in God” indicates the object of our faith, for faith feeds upon the Holy Trinity, not upon itself.  

 

● “the Father Almighty” (“omnipotent” in Latin) indicates that God is all-powerful (Gen. 17:1).  

 

● “Maker” or “Creator” extols God the Father as the One who created all things (Gen. 1:1).  

 

● “of heaven and earth” is the Hebrew way of saying “all creation” or simply “the all,” for all things live, move, 
and have their being in God the Father (Gen. 1:1). 

 
FROM THE LITURGY 
I hope you are all making regular and salutary use of the Christian Questions & Answers in the Small 
Catechism as part of your weekly preparation for the Lord’s Supper.  I also invite you to make use of the 
following Communion prayers (courtesy of Zion Lutheran Church in Detroit) during the Divine Service. 
 

Before Approaching the Altar (please kneel) 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to Your apostles, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you;” regard not my 
sins but the Faith of Your Church; and grant to her that peace and unity which is according to Your will; who 
lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who by the will of the Father with the Holy Spirit has through Your 
death given life to the world; by this, Your most holy Body and Blood, deliver me from all my sins and from 
every evil, and enable me ever to abide in Your commandments, that I may never be separated from You; who 
lives and reigns with the same Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I Your unworthy servant, presume to take Your Body and drink Your Blood; but let not this 
act be to my judgment and condemnation; rather, of Your mercy, let it preserve me in body and soul and show 
forth within me Your healing; who lives and reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

Before Receiving the Body of Christ 
I shall receive the bread of heaven and call upon the Name of the Lord. 

 

Lord, I am not worthy that Your should come under my roof, but speak the word only and my soul shall be 
healed (three times). 

 

+ May the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my soul unto life everlasting!  Amen. 
 

Before Receiving the Blood of Christ 
What shall I give to the Lord for all the benefits that He has given to me? I will receive the cup of salvation and 
call upon the name of the Lord.  I will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praise, so shall I be saved from 
my enemies. 
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+ May the Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my soul unto life everlasting!  Amen. 
 

After Returning from the Altar (please kneel) 
Grant, O Lord, that what I have taken into my mouth, I may receive with a pure heart; and that this holy gift 
may bring me life eternal. 
 

Let Your Body which I have received and Your Blood which I have drunk, O Lord, cleave to my members; and 
grant that no stain of sin remain in me, whom You have refreshed with a pure and holy Sacrament; who lives 
and reigns forever and ever . . .  Amen. 
 
A PASTORAL REVIEW FROM C. F. W. WALTHER 
From time to time have been mentioned the flaws of the “Union Church,” i.e., the church that does not honor 
the Galesburg Rule: Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran preachers and Lutheran altars for Lutheran communicants.  
C. F. W. Walther comments on this issue in an evening lecture delivered in 1885. 
 

uring the last quarter of the eighteenth century, Rationalism rushed in upon the so-called 
Protestant Church with the force of a spring-tide.  In the lecture halls of universities it was held 
up as a new and great light to young theologians, who afterwards preached it to the common 
people as true Christianity – Christianity purified.  Thus Rationalism gradually became the 
dominant type of religion.  The inevitable consequence was that the conviction that it is not a 
matter of indifference whether a person is a Lutheran or a Reformed or a Catholic vanished 
completely.  The small remnant of sincere Christians who still believed and confessed with their 

mouths that the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God, that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God, that man is 
justified before God by faith in Christ alone, – these few Christians extended to each other the right hand of 
brotherly fellowship, like persons saved from a great shipwreck, who, having seen most of their fellow-
passengers go down to a watery grave, now embrace each other with tears of joy though they had been perfect 
strangers before.  In the state of affairs the thought had to arise in all hearts that the time had come for putting 
an end to the abominable church quarrels (that is what doctrinal controversies were called) and to let down the 
bars that divided the churches from one another.  Especially the confessions, it was held, must be removed, 
because, like toll-gates along a highway, they hindered progress, and, to sum up, a great universal union of the 
churches, at least of the Protestant churches, must at last be instituted. 
 

But, lo! What happened? In the year 1817, when this plan was to be execute, Claus Harms, in whom there was 
still some Lutheran blood flowing, wrote ninety-five theses against Rationalism and the union of churches, 
which he intended as a counterpart to the Ninety-five Theses of Luther.  In these theses he said to the advocates 
of church union: “You purpose to make the poor handmaid, the Lutheran church, rich by a marriage.  Do not 
perform the act over Luther’s grave.  Life will come into his bones, and then – woe to you!” This glorious 
prediction was fulfilled.  When the union of churches was actually put into effect in Prussia, multitudes of 
Lutherans suddenly awoke from their spiritual sleep, remembered that they belonged to the Lutheran Church, 
and declared that they would never forsake the faith of their father.  In fact, they chose to see themselves evicted 
from their homes, imprisoned, and expatriated rather than consent to a union of truth with error, of the Word of 
God with man’s word, of the true Church with a false Church. 

 

(From The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel, pp. 332–333) 
 
PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES 
 

● I am available for individual confession and absolution by appointment.  If you cannot reach me at church, 
please try my cell, 718-791-3490. 
 

● Please join us on Sunday, January 10, at 5:30 p.m. for “A Child is Born in Bethlehem,” the annual Festival of 
Epiphany Lessons & Carols.  Choral works by Martin Luther, J. S. Bach (arr.), Ralph Vaughan Williams, and 
many more will be performed by the LSF&B Chapel Choir.  A catered dinner will follow the service, featuring 
Melissa Krahn’s world-famous lasagna.  There is no charge for the event. 
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NOTA BENE: NOTES FROM THE PASTOR  

 

PASTORAL NEWS & NOTES (continued) 

 

● Ash Wednesday is relatively early this year, falling on February 17.  We will have our usual 7:30 p.m.  
Communion service with the imposition of ashes.  This will be followed by five 7:30 p.m. vespers services, 
focusing on the theme “O Sacred Head.”  We will examine the hymn by this name, as well as the other hymns 
and sacred texts associated with this timeless Lenten treasure. 
 

● Special thanks are due to the outgoing council members: Matt Jamison has served as an elder, making a 
special effort to commute from Manhattan’s Upper West Side, even for mid-week meetings.  Ray Kendall has 
also served as an elder, utilizing his specialized knowledge of martial arts to helping to rectify a little situation 
that deserved our attention.  Frank DiCarlo has served as Chairman of Buildings and Grounds and made 
immeasurable contributions to improving and updating our aging facility.  Tracy Clarke has served nearly every 
position available on the council, including finishing a presidential term with love and devotion.  Frank 
Krupicka has served as head elder, juggling his responsibilities at work, home, and school with the many 
demands laid upon him at church.  Well done, you good and faithful servants! 
 

● Thanks are also due to our dog, Rudy.  This past summer, Rudy was staying with Nick Singh while we were 
on vacation.  At the time, the “Leem house” was vacant.  One night, a would-be burglar attempted to break into 
the Leem house, but Rudy was alert enough to yap away, prompting Nick to call the police and to scare away 
the burglar.  Thanks, Rudy!   
 
 

               
 
 
 

Church Cleaning Volunteers STILL Needed!!! 
 

edeemer is saving a great deal of badly needed money by using an all-volunteer cleaning crew, yet despite 
the many people who thought this was a great idea, the number of volunteers coming forward to help has 

been underwhelming.  The good people who are doing the work every week could use a hand so that the 
responsibility does not become too burdensome.  The time to volunteer and put your elbow grease where your 
mouth is, so to speak, NOW.  There are simple chores such as dusting and vacuuming that must be done 
weekly.  The more people that volunteer, the easier the job will be.  If you would like to help, please contact 
(and thank) Anneliese Schaefer or Annette Leroux, who are coordinating the efforts.   
 
 
 

               
 
 

Church Work Days/Living Nativity 
 

he November/December workdays, plus many, many additional volunteer hours were dedicated to setting 
up Redeemer’s annual Living Nativity, which did not miss a performance on December 18, 19, and 20, 
despite the blizzard of December 19–20, some electrical problems, and no animals.  Many thanks to the 

hard work of Frank DiCarlo, who coordinated the efforts, and to many other volunteers, too numerous to name 
here.  They know who they are.  Keep an eye on your calendars for announcements of future work days! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                 

R 

T 
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Christmas  Decorations 
 

hanks to everyone who helped decorate the church for Christmas.  The evening of December 21 was 
poorly attended due to the blizzard which ended the previous morning, but the work got done, and the 
fruits of this labor will be visible through at least Sunday January 3, when we observe Epiphany.   Special 

thanks to those who came out that evening, and donated their time to make sure things were ready and went 
smoothly.  These include Joe and Julia Petraglia, Jeanna Plersch, and Jeanna’s father Vinny who graciously  
picked up our particularly large Christmas tree from Garden World, Nick Singh, Flora Schaefer, and Richard 
Schaefer, who coordinated the whole operation and decorated all the wreaths.  Thank you also to those who 
contributed toward the poinsettias and greenery.  The memorial list is still available in the narthex, and is 
reproduced below.  Apologies to Sue Parks, whose name was accidentally omitted from the original list.  Also, 
our Chinese members contributed 13 poinsettias, but were too late to be included on the memorial list. 
 

Poinsettias 

 
 

Donors  In Memory of, &c. 
Susan Bambek (2)` Parents Anne and Frank Bambek, 
  Aunt Stella Balogh, & loved ones  
Chinese Ministry (13) Glory to God 
Marlene & Shari Christie Parents & grandparents 
The Dunn/April Family (2) Murray Dunn & Norma April 
Ed Drinkmann Parents Arthur & Eleanor Drinkmann 
Joan Firmery (2) Parents, Ruth Keller, & Carol Schmidt 
Anita Fox (2) Parents Richard & Lorraine Schnell 
Ellie Kehoe  Mother, father, & daughter 
George & Lily Lai (4) In thanksgiving for Arianna Grace Lai, Abigail 
  Renee Lai, Daniel Tynan Lopez,  
  & Breanna Lily Lopez 
Helga Morell Loved ones 
Michael & Marlene Pappacena Our parents 
Sue Parks Loved ones 
Anneliese Schaefer (2) Loved ones 
Richard Schaefer (3) Roland Schaefer, Grace Smith,  
  & Barbara Krupicka 
 
 

Greenery 
 
 
 
 

Ed Drinkmann Parents Arthur & Eleanor Drinkmann 
Irene Heim Loved ones  
Lois Mahalik Parents, Margaret Healy, &  George Lehman 
Helga Morell Loved ones 
Sue Parks Loved ones 
Joe & Julia Petraglia Our parents 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sanctuary Christmas tree was donated  by Anneliese Schaefer  in memory of  her husband  
Fred Schaefer. 

T 
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Kings Come from Sheba 
 

lthough there are a number of choral pieces written with this text, this 
Epiphany (observed on Sunday, 3 January), we of Redeemer’s choir 
will be singing a setting by Florian Leopold Gassmann.  This setting has 

become near and dear to our hearts, for several reasons.  It is beautiful; it was 
found (in the Austrian National Library, Vienna), edited, and translated by our 
own Jane S. Hettrick, who had it published in 2006; and the choir has had the 
honor of giving the piece’s first modern performance.  Born in Brüx, in 
Bohemia (1729), the hometown of the celebrated Lutheran composer Andreas 
Hammerschmidt, Gassmann served the Roman church, and his musical talents  
enabled him to rise to the position of Kapellmeister of the Viennese court in 
1763. His musical output consisted of church works, instrumental pieces, and 
about 20 operas.  At his death in 1774, his pupil Antonio Salieri kindly 
undertook the education  of Gassmann’s two daughters for operatic careers. 
 

The Epiphany text, originally in Latin Reges de Saba, and based on Isaiah 60:6 
and Matthew 2:2,11, is translated as “Kings come from Sheba bearing gifts, 
gold, myrrh, and frankincense, costly gifts they bring.  Where then, where is he who is born king of the Jews? 
For in the east we’ve seen his star, and are come to worship him. Alleluia!” 
 

Whether or not the wise men or magi were kings, is not really important.  There has been a long tradition in the 
Church to refer to them as kings.  The German term for Epiphany is Dreikönigstag (Three Kings Day), as it is 
in many other European languages.  This must surely stem from the perceived prophetic connection to Christ in 
the passages of Psalm 72, especially verse 10: “the kings of Sheba and Saba shall offer gifts.”  As Martin Luther 
noted rather bluntly in one of his sermons for Epiphany, “These wise men are usually called three Kings.  As 
not much depends on this, we will grant this opinion to the simple minded people.”  Time has proven Luther 
right.  Although references to the kings have survived in a number of popular carols, including We Three Kings 
of Orient Are, and Puer Natus in Bethlehem/A Child is Born in Bethlehem (set by all the great Lutheran 
composers from Schütz to Bach) which refers to the coming of the “Kings from Saba,” the Church has hardly 
been damaged by the idea. 
 

Whether or not there were three is equally irrelevant.  Early Christian art shows, three, four, eight, and even 
twelve magi.  Three came from the number of gifts, and since it is impossible for artists to depict a vague 

number of magi–imagine Raphael’s Adoration of 
the Three or Maybe More Magi–three became the 
traditional number. 
 

Saba or Sheba, was a country at the southern tip of 
Arabia, an area now occupied by Yemen. It is east 
of Jerusalem, and thus fits the stipulation that the 
wise men came from the “Orient” (which, as 
educated English-speakers know, means “east” and 
not China, just as the Occident is the west). At the 
time of King Solomon Sheba had already grown 
very wealthy through trade, since it sat on the sea 
route to India.  When the Queen of Sheba visited 
Solomon, she brought gifts of gold, spices, and 
precious stones (I Kings 10:2,10).  The royal visit 
showed that by the time of Christ’s birth the 
Sabeans had long been aware of the Hebrews 
through trade and diplomatic contacts.  The 

A 
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messianic prophecy from Isaiah 60:6, “all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense; and 
they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord,” also points to Sheba.  Luther finds it evident from the gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  “All three of these,” he writes, “are very precious in that country.  It is certainly 
not assumed that they bought these elsewhere, for it is customary in these Eastern countries to do homage and 
make presents of the choice fruits and wealth of the country.”  Frankincense and myrrh come from the sap of 
several tree species indigenous to southern Arabia (Yemen and Oman), and the adjacent coast of Africa 
(Somalia and Eritrea), areas controlled and/or colonized by Sheba.  So even if the magi did not come from 
Sheba, the myrrh and frankincense certainly did. 
 

The more generally accepted interpretation (C. F. W. Walther seemed to share this pious opinion) is that the 
magi came from Persia, based on the use of  the Greek word magoi (μάγοι), literally meaning “magicians.”  In 
non-biblical texts the word refers to an ancient priestly caste from Persia.  At the time of Christ’s birth, the 
Magian priests were still very influential and politically powerful in Persia, and were supposedly skilled 
astrologers.  They would have been quite aware of the Israelites who had earlier been in captivity in Babylon 
and Persia, and there were certainly groups of expatriot Hebrews still residing there.  The references to 
Sheba/Saba in Isaiah 60 are rejected as not necessarily being messianic, since they are not confirmed by New 
Testament passages.   
 

Much more could be said regarding traditions and symbolic meanings of the magi and their gifts. Although all 
of this is fascinating, this brief investigation into the magi should not distract from the important spiritual 
lessons learned from their visit, discussed elsewhere in this issue of the Epistle and reinforced by Gassmann’s 
beautiful music.  Luther should probably have the last word on the importance of the magi’s identity, number, 
and geographical origin: “not much depends on this.” 
 

       Richard Schaefer 
       Chairman, Board of Elders 

 

           
 

Church Council Elections 
 

 new church council was elected at the Congregational Meeting held this past November 22, and installed 
during the Divine Service on November 29.  The newly-elected council members are: 

 

  Board of Trustees    Board of Elders 

Annette Leroux, President  Richard Schaefer, Chairman, Board of Elders 
Maggie Wang, Vice President  Nick Singh, Elder  
Paula Bodin, Secretary   
Jeanna Plersch, Buildings and Grounds 

 

Thanks are due to those who have served faithfully during the past term, and prayers for God’s guidance for, 
and blessings on, those serving for the coming two years. 

 

           
 

New Member 
Redeemer welcomes Mr. Michael Pamulo, who (at press time) is scheduled to become a member of Redeemer 
by profession of faith during the Divine Service on January 3.  Please take at least a moment to greet him in the 
peace of the Lord welcome him to the congregation. 
 

           

A 
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he multitude of camels shall cover  
thee, the dromedaries of Midian and  

Ephah: all they from Sheba shall come,  
they shall bring gold and incense; and  
shall show forth the praises of the Lord 
 (Isaiah 60:6). 
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