
You can use the Keyword View to add a step at any point in your test. You can add a 

To add a standard step: 

1. Perform one of the following:
 Click anywhere in the Keyword View (below the existing steps, if any) to 

add a step at the end of the test. If no steps are defined yet, this adds the first 
step to the test.

 Select Insert > New Step to add a new step after the existing steps (if any). 
If the test does not contain any steps, this adds the first step to the test.

 Select an existing step and select Insert > New Step to add a new step 
between existing steps. (If you select the last step, QuickTest adds a step at 
the end of the test.)

 Right-click an existing step and select Insert New Step from the context-
sensitive menu.

 Drag and drop a test object from the Available Keywords pane to the 
Keyword or Expert view.

A new step is added to the Keyword View, either as a sibling step or a sub-

Note: The Select an item list is generally expanded to display all applicable 
test objects, as well as the Step Generator and Statement items. 

2. Define the step by clicking in the cell for the part of the step you want to modify 
and specifying its contents, as described below. Each cell in the step row 
represents a different part of the step. For each step, you can define the following:

 Item. A test object on which you perform a step. You must select an option 

.

 Assignment. (If relevant) The variable value. Double-click in the left part 
of the Assignment cell if you want to create or edit an assignment to or 
from a variable. Click the arrow button to select either Get from or Store 
in, depending on whether you want to retrieve the value from a variable or 
store the value in a variable. Click in the right part of the Assignment cell
to specify or modify the name of the variable.
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Adding a Standard Step to Your QTP Test Script in Keywork View 

test. You can also add a new step immediately after a conditional or loop block.

Tip: You can also add a step using the Step Generator.

step, according to the QuickTest object hierarchy. 

from the Item column before you can add additional content to a step.  

 Operation. The operation to be performed on the item. 

 Value. (If relevant.) The argument values for the selected operation.  
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Note: The Documentation cell is read-only. This cell displays an 
explanation of what the step does in an easy-to-understand sentence, for 
example, Click the "Sign-in" image. or Select "San Francisco" in the
"toPort" list. In most cases, QuickTest can generate the description 
displayed in this cell. 

If you created a function library and associated it with the test, QuickTest 

Tip: You can use the standard editing commands (Cut, Copy, Paste, and 
Delete) in the Edit menu or in the context menu to make it easier to define 
or modify your steps. You can also drag and drop steps to move them to a 

Selecting an Item for Your Step 

An item can be any of the following: 

 A test object in the object repository.
 You can either choose a test object from the list, or select Object from 

repository to open the Select Object for Step dialog box in which you can 
select a test object from the object repository or an object from your 
application. The test objects available in the list are the sibling and child test 
objects of the previous step's test object. The Select Object for Step dialog 
box contains all test objects in the object repository. You can select whether 
you want the operation for the step to be a test object operation or a run-
time object operation. If you select a run-time object, an Object statement 
is added to the Keyword View. 

 You can drag and drop an object from the Available Keywords pane to your 

 You can select an object directly from your application and add it to the

 A statement, for example, a Dim statement.

To select an item: 

Click in the Item cell. Then click the down arrow and select the item on which you want 
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can display documentation for it only if you defined the relevant text in the 
function library. 

different location within your action. 

3. After you make your changes, save the test. 

test. 

object repository so that you can use it in the step. 

 A step generated by the Step Generator.  

Page 2 / 11

http://www.artspdf.com/
http://www.nitropdf.com/


displayed automatically. 

Selecting a Test Object from the Item List

The test objects available in the Item list are the sibling and child test objects of the 
previous step's test object, as defined in the shared object repository. The example below 
shows the objects available for the step following a 

1. Click in the Item cell, then click the arrow button to display the Item list. If you 
have just created a new step, the list is displayed automatically as soon as you 
create the new step.

2. In the Item list, select the test object on which you want to perform the step. The 
item you select is displayed in the Item cell. You now need to specify an

You can select any object in the object repository tree for your new step, or you can 
select the Insert run-time object option to enter an Object statement for the selected 
test object in your test. If the object repository is very large, you can search for the
object. For example, you may want to add a password object that you know is an Edit 
box. You can search all the Edit type objects for one called password, or even one 
containing the letter p.

To select a test object from the shared object repository: 

1. Click in the Item cell, then click the arrow button to display the Item list. If you 
have just created a new step, the list is displayed automatically as soon as you
create the new step.

2. In the Item list, select Object from repository. The Select Object for Step dialog 
box opens.
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operation for the step. 
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to perform the step from the displayed list. When you insert a new step, the list is 

Selecting a Test Object from the Shared Object Repository
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3. Select an object from the object repository tree. If the object repository is very 
large, you can search for the object, as described below. If a search is not 
required, proceed to step 8.

4. In the Name box, enter the name of the object, or any part of the name. For 
example, you can enter p to search for all object names containing the letter p.

Note: If the Name box is left empty, all objects of the selected object type are 
considered matching criteria. 

5. In the Type box, select the type of object for which to search, or select <All> to 
search for the object in all the object types. 

Note: The object types in this list are a generic grouping of objects according to 
the general object characteristics. For example, the List type contains list and list 
view objects, as well as combo boxes; the Table type contains both tables and 
grids; and the Miscellaneous type contains a variety of other objects, such as 
WebElement and WinObject. 

6. Click the Find Next  button. The search starts at the currently selected node, 
and the number of objects that match your criteria is displayed. The first object in
the list that matches your criteria is highlighted.

7. If required, click the Find Next button to navigate through all the objects that 
match your search criteria. The search continues to the end of the tree, then wraps 
to the beginning of the tree, and continues.
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Tip: Press F3 to find the next object that matches your search criteria, or 
SHIFT+F3 to find the previous match.

8. Click OK. The object is displayed in the Item column of the Keyword View. and 
is also added to the Item list. You can now specify the operation for the selected 

If the shared object repository does not include the test object that you need for this step, 
you can select it directly from your application and add it to the shared object repository 
so that you can use it in this and other steps. 

To add a test object from your application: 

1. Click in the Item cell, then click the arrow button to display the Item list. If you 
have just created a new step, the list is displayed automatically as soon as you 
create the new step. 

2. In the Item list, select Object from repository. The Select Object for Step dialog 
box opens.

3. Click the pointing hand button  . QuickTest is hidden.
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object. 

Selecting a Test Object from Your Application

4. Use the pointing hand to click on the required object in your application.  
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If the location you clicked is associated with more than one object, the Object
Selection dialog box opens. 

5. Select the object for the new step and click OK. The object is displayed in the 
shared object repository tree in the Select Object for Step dialog box.

6. Click OK. The object is displayed in the Item column in the Keyword View. You 

Tips: 

 If you select an object in your application that is not in the shared object
repository, a test object is added to the local object repository when you
insert the new step. After you add a new test object to the local object
repository, it is recommended to rename it, if its name does not clearly
indicate its use. For example, you may want to rename a test object named
Edit (that is used for entering a username) to UserName. This will enable 
other users to select the appropriate test object when adding steps using test 
objects located in this shared object repository.

 After you add the required objects to the local object repository, you can 
use the Object Repository Merge Tool to update the shared object 

 If you are adding a container test object, it is also recommended to specify 
its context, for example, if you are adding a confirmation message box from 

 You can hold the left Ctrl key to change the pointing hand to a standard pointer. 
You can then change the window focus or perform operations in QuickTest or in 
your application, such as right-clicking, using the scroll bars, or moving the 
pointer over an object to display a context menu.

 If the window containing the object you want to select is partially hidden by 
another window, hold the pointing hand over the partially hidden window for a 
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can now specify the operation for the selected object. 

repository and make the new objects available to other tests. 

a Login page, you may want to name it Login > Confirm.  

Tips for Using the Pointing Hand
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few seconds until it comes to the foreground. Then point to and click the required 
object. You can configure the length of time required to bring a window into the 
foreground using the General pane of the Options dialog box. 

 If the window containing the object you want to select is fully hidden by another 
window, or if a dialog box is hidden behind a window, press the left Ctrl key and 
arrange the windows as needed.

 If the window containing the object you want to select is minimized, you can
display it by holding the left Ctrl key, right-clicking the application in the 
Windows task bar, and choosing Restore from the context menu.

 If the object you want to select can be displayed only by performing an event 
(such as right-clicking or moving the pointer over an object to display a context 
menu), hold the left Ctrl key. The pointing hand temporarily turns into a standard 
pointer and you can perform the event. When the object you want to select is 
displayed, release the left Ctrl key. The pointer becomes a pointing hand again.

The Select Object for Step Dialog Box 

The Select Object for Step dialog box displays the object repository tree and enables you 

to select an object for your step from the shared object repository or from your application.
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You can select any object in the object repository tree for your new step. If the list of 
objects is very long, you can search for an object using the Find Next button. You can 
also click the pointing hand button to select an object from your application. 

When you click OK, the selected object is displayed in the Item column in the Keyword 
View and is added to the object repository. You can now specify the operation for the 

Selecting the Operation for Your Step 

The Operation cell specifies the operation to be performed on the item listed in the 
Item column. The available operations vary according to the item selected in the Item
column. When you select an item, all operations associated with that item are listed. 
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selected object. 
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For example, if you selected a browser test object, such as a WebButton object, the list 
contains all of the available methods, such as Click or Exist.

To select an operation for the step: 

Click in the Operation cell. Then click the down arrow button and select the operation 
to be performed on the item. The available operations vary according to the item 
selected in the Item column. For example, if you selected a browser test object, the list 
contains all of the methods and properties available for the browser object. If you 
selected a test object in the Item column, the default operation (most commonly-used 
operation) for the test object is automatically displayed in the Operation column. This 
cell is not applicable if you chose to insert a statement in the Item column. 

Note: Even if the Item column in the Keyword View is displayed to the right of the 
Operation column, you must still first select an item to view the list of available 
operations in the Operation column. 

Defining Values for Your Step Arguments 

The Value cell lists the values for each of the operation arguments. You can insert a
constant value or a parameter for each argument. 

The Value cell is partitioned according to the number of possible arguments of the 
selected operation. Each partition contains different options, depending on the type of 
argument that can be entered in the partition, as follows: 

 

Argument
Partition 

Argument 
Type 

Instructions 

String Enables you to enter a string containing English letters 
and numbers, enclosed by quotes. If you do not enter 
the quotes, QuickTest adds them automatically. If you 
modify a cell that contains a string enclosed by quotes 
by removing the quotes, QuickTest will not restore the 
quotes and the value will be treated as a variable name. 

Integer Enables you to enter any number, or use the up and 
down arrows to select a number.

Boolean Enables you to select a True or False value from the 
list. 
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You can also encode password values.  
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To define or modify a value:

Click in each partition of the Value cell and enter the argument values for the selected 
operation. Note that when you click in the Value cell, a tooltip displays information for
each argument. In the tooltip, the argument for the partition that is currently highlighted 
is displayed in bold, and any optional arguments are enclosed in square brackets.

Note: After you enter the initial value, you can edit the value at any time in the Keyword 
View for a test object, utility object, function call, conditional statement, or loop
statement. You cannot edit the value of a regular statement, such as x=10, in the 
Keyword View after you define its initial value. You can edit the previously defined 
value of a regular statement only in the Expert View. 

To add multi-line arguments:

Press SHIFT+ENTER to add line breaks to your argument value. After you enter a multi-
line argument value, QuickTest automatically converts it to a string, and displays only 
the first line of the argument, followed by an ellipsis (...). This format for multi-line 
argument values is also displayed in the Documentation column of the Keyword View.

Tip: Select the cell to display the entire argument value to be used in the step. Note that 
the argument value is used during the run session exactly as it appears in the step. For 
example, if you enter quotation marks as part of the argument value, they are included in 
the argument value used during the run session. QuickTest automatically interprets a 
multi-line value as a string, so you do not need to add quotation marks for this purpose. 

To parameterize the value for an argument:

Click the    button in the required 

Inserting Encoded Passwords into Method Arguments and Data Table Cells 

You can encode passwords to use the resulting strings as method arguments or Data 
Table parameter values. For example, your Web site may include a form in which the 
user must supply a password. You may want to test how your site responds to different 

Predefined 
Constant 

Enables you to select a predefined value from the list. 
If a list of values is provided, you cannot manually 
type a value in this box. 
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Value cell.  

Tip: You can encode passwords for use in method arguments and Data Table cells. 
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passwords, but you also want to ensure the integrity of the passwords. The Password
Encoder enables you to encode your passwords and place secure values into the Data 
Table. 

Tip: You can also encrypt strings in Data Table cells using the Encrypt option in the 

To encode a password: 

1. From the Windows menu, select Start > Programs > QuickTest Professional > 
Tools > Password Encoder. The Password Encoder dialog box opens.

2. Enter the password in the Password box.
3. Click Generate. The Password Encoder encrypts the password and displays it in 

the Encoded String box.
4. Use the Copy button to copy and paste the encoded value into the Data Table. 
5. Repeat the process for each password you want to encode.
6. Click Close to close the Password Encoder. 
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Data Table menu. 
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