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Introduction 

 
This document does not replace or override the Plan of Management for Canberra 
Nature Park (CNP), but provides specific details and community input relating to the 
management objectives and implementation of management actions for the woodland 
reserve at North Watson (the Reserve). 
 
Following legislative amendments in 2001 and 2002 by two successive ACT 
governments a total area of 18 ha of lowland grassy woodland in the Canberra suburb of 
North Watson (all of Section 72 and most of Section 80) has been withdrawn from 
urban development and reserved as Urban Open Space because of its conservation 
values. The area is now managed as part of CNP. The protection of the Reserve was the 
result of long-standing community concern for the protection of the conservation values 
of this lowland grassy woodland and associated grassland areas.  The Reserve has been 
formally named Justice Robert Hope Park. 
 
At an on-site meeting with the ACT Conservator of Flora and Fauna and representatives 
from the Woodlands Working Group (WWG) of Watson Community Association, 
Environment ACT (EACT), Sullivans Creek Catchment Group (SCCG) and other 
members of the local community in April 2002, it was proposed that a Plan of 
Management be prepared for the site. The Plan, subsequently re-titled a Site Assessment 
and Agreed Works Plan (the Plan), would be produced collaboratively by the WWG, 
Canberra Parks and Places (CPP), and EACT. Subsequent changes to the ACT 
Government structure results in the responsibility for managing this park as lying with 
Parks, Conservation and Land Management (PCLM), within the Department of 
Territory and Municipal Services.  
 
A Management Committee consisting of representatives from WWG, WCA, PCLM and 
SCCG will oversee the implementation and any adjustments to this Plan. 
 
The development of this Plan has sought input from all key stakeholders to ensure that a 
wide range of objectives for the site have been considered and included in the document 
where they are compatible with the conservation values for which the reserve was 
created. 
 
The Plan provides a guide for management that is based on agreed community and 
government objectives, actions and performance indicators.  It incorporates some of the 
visions, goals, actions and performance criteria that are presented in the ACT Lowland 
Woodland Conservation Strategy (EACT, 2004).  The Plan will function as a public 
communication document, outlining a range of short, medium and long-term 
management objectives and actions agreed to by the major stakeholders. 
 
Additional information about the Reserve or this Plan may be obtained from the 
Coordinator of the WWG or EACT. 
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Management Context 
 
 
History of reserve declaration 
 
The first stage of formal protection of the North Watson woodland occurred on 24 April 
2001 with the declaration of Justice Robert Hope Park and the gazettal of this area as 
Urban Open Space to protect 5 ha of the woodland (Stage 1) from proposed urban 
development. 
 
On 26 July 2002, a 13 ha area comprising all of Section 80 and most of Block l, Section 
72 (Stage 2) was also declared Urban Open Space under a Territory Plan amendment, 
bringing the total area protected from urban development to 18 ha.  On November 13, 
2005 this additional area was also formally named Justice Robert Hope Park by the 
ACT Minister for Planning, Simon Corbell. WCA was instrumental in securing the 
protection of this reserve and had campaigned for approximately 10 years to have the 
area of woodland and associated grassland protected for its conservation, passive 
recreation and landscape values.  An area of adjoining native grassland on the western 
edge of the woodland was not included within the area to be protected.  This area was 
sold in July 2003 and is now undergoing residential development.  
 
 
Location and regional setting 
 
The Reserve is situated on the western peneplain of Mount Majura and is located 
immediately north of the residential suburb of Watson and to the west of Antill Street.  
The Reserve is linked to the Mount Majura section of CNP by a strip of partially cleared 
grazing land about 200 m wide.  This link is interrupted by Antill St which runs north-
south between the two areas.  Prime television station is situated adjacent to the 
northern side of the site and this is separated from the Reserve by the Negus Cres. road 
easement (this section of Negus Cres. is not yet constructed).  The southern boundary is 
well defined by Stirling Avenue easement which provides a wide buffer to the urban 
areas of Watson and also contains a modified tributary to Sullivans Creek.  Immediately 
to the west of the Reserve was an area of native grassland (possibly secondary 
grassland) and an adjoining polocrosse playing field and trotting track.  These sites are 
now part of the area undergoing residential development (see Map 1, p. 6). 
 
The Reserve is currently partially ecologically linked to the Mount Majura section of 
CNP by the scattered woodland on the grazing land to the east of Antill Street and also 
by a tongue of intact woodland that extends down to Antill Street (opposite the Carotel 
Motel), 400 m north of the site (this area was added to CNP by the ACT Government in 
2003).  Large woodland trees on the Prime Television site (Section 64/6) and the 
adjacent Carotel Motel site (Section 64/1) form a link between the Reserve and this 
intact tongue of woodland to the north of the Reserve.  
 
 
Reserve description 
 
Native vegetation 
The reserve has an overstorey comprised of an approximately 80% / 20% mix of 
Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box) and Eucalyptus blakelyi (Blakely's Red Gum) 
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respectively, with a few trees of Eucalyptus bridgesiana (Apple Box) also present.  One 
very old Eucalyptus rossii (Scribbly Gum) also occurs within the Reserve, and this is 
unusual because this species is characteristically found on the mid to upper slopes of 
hills in this area.  The Yellow Box/Red Gum woodland has many large healthy mature 
trees with diameters at breast height of over 1.3 m (the largest measured by the WWG is 
1.8 m).  Based on studies by Banks (1997) these are likely to be at least 200 to 300 
years old, and some could be more than 400 years old.  These trees have been observed 
in recent years to be unaffected by dieback, a condition which has impacted on many 
other similar woodland remnants across the region. 
 
The woodland now also contains several extensive patches of regeneration largely 
comprising saplings estimated to be 12-17 years old.  This regrowth has occurred most 
prolifically where mature trees remained and provided a seed source for recruitment.  
This cohort of recruitment was presumably initiated through a combination of 
favourable seasonal conditions and relatively low levels of grazing pressure at that time.  
Since then, stocking rates have been low enough to allow this recruitment to develop, 
although the regeneration has subsequently been damaged at various times by cattle.  To 
a lesser extent some smaller regeneration has also been damaged by kangaroos.  The 
site contains a few open areas where the mature tree cover has apparently been 
selectively felled in the past.  Some mature trees are also known to have been blown 
over during violent storms within the past 20 years.  There is a noticeable absence of 
recruitment in those places where there are no surviving mature trees to provide a 
natural seed source. 
 
The areas of grassland and grassy understorey on the reserve are dominated by the 
perennial native grass species, Austrostipa bigeniculata (Tall Spear Grass).  Other 
native grasses, including Wallaby grasses (Austrodanthonia spp.), are also present, 
particularly on the low rises where soils are shallower.  The diversity and abundance of 
the native forbs likely to have once been on the site has declined from both the 
grassland and the woodland components of the Reserve, particularly within the Stage 2 
section, due to the history of stock grazing and other disturbances. Small patches and 
scattered individuals of various other native forb and grass species remain in some parts 
of the reserve, mainly in Stage 1, but also in part of Stage 2 in an area between Stage 1 
and Prime TV.  Following removal of cattle grazing from Stage 1 in April 2001, these 
forbs have become more apparent in that area and may begin to increase further in 
number and also re-colonise other areas of the Reserve with appropriate management.  
Currently 33 species of native forbs and grasses have been recorded from the Reserve 
(see Appendix 1 for species list). 
 
Current levels of Kangaroo grazing are assisting in controlling biomass, particularly 
over winter and during dry periods when food resources become scarce on the 
neighbouring sections of CNP.  This browsing is assisting in creating niches for future 
colonisation by native forbs, but does also sometimes cause damage to re-establishing 
forbs, including plantings 
 
Primarily in the southernmost section of the reserve there are a few places where the 
understorey is dominated by almost a monoculture of the exotic pasture grass, Phalaris 
aquatica - a legacy of previous farming activity.  The WWG has surveyed the extent of 
these patches and found these cover a total of about 10% of the total Reserve area. 
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Conservation values 
 
The Reserve supports remnant woodland that, but for the loss of its once presumably 
diverse native grassy understorey, is clearly part of the Yellow Box/Red Gum Grassy 
Woodland vegetation type that has been declared an Endangered Ecological Community 
(EEC) in the ACT.  With appropriate management and some rehabilitation effort, this 
woodland may well be recovered to a state where it meets the ACT definition of this 
EEC.  In its current condition, this woodland is clearly part of the Grassy Box-Gum 
Woodland EEC as defined and listed in NSW. 
 
Much of the area of Yellow Box/Red Gum Grassy Woodland currently protected in the ACT 
reserve system is located on hills and ridges, where this vegetation community often 
grades into Red Stringybark and Scribbly Gum dominated vegetation types.  Typically, 
the woodland on these ecotonal sites consists of more numerous, but smaller, often 
stunted or multi-stemmed trees.  In comparison, the larger more umbraceous trees which 
formed the core of this Box-Gum Woodland vegetation type grew on the more fertile 
and better watered lower areas in the landscape.  The Reserve contains an example of 
this latter structural type, which is much less well represented in both the ACT and 
NSW reserve systems.  The more productive lowland sites attract different fauna 
species and support different floristic communities than those found on the nearby hill 
slopes.  It follows that representation of high productivity sites within a regional reserve 
system is essential for ensuring the ecological integrity and viability of both common 
and rare/threatened species and communities.  In line with the nationally agreed 
principles underpinning the design of a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative 
(CAR) reserve system, the protection of the Yellow Box/Red Gum woodland in this 
Reserve contributes to the Adequacy and Representativeness components of this 
woodland type within the reserve system, both in the North Canberra area, and in a 
regional context. 
 
The Reserve is believed to be located close to where the natural interface of this 
woodland type and the naturally treeless plains that characterised the Limestone Plains 
of Canberra once occurred.  It is thought that surviving examples of this 
transition/ecotone in the ACT are rare - woodlands fringing natural grasslands have 
been the most highly affected component of this vegetation type in the processes of 
agricultural and urban expansion.  
 
Habitat values of the trees on the Reserve are high, particularly for canopy-dwelling 
woodland birds.  The trees on the reserve are large-crowned and mature, providing an 
important seasonal nectar source and valuable foraging habitat for canopy-dwelling 
birds and arboreal fauna as well as a range of hollow sizes in which a variety of hollow-
dependent bird species can breed.  Eighty-one native species of birds (excluding 
occasional sightings of water birds passing through the area) have been recorded using 
the Yellow Box/Red Gum woodland in the vicinity of the Reserve (Bounds et al, 1996).  
Gilles (2000) reported that Overs (pers. comm.) had been conducting a regular bird 
census in the woodland in CNP adjacent to the Reserve.  Gilles reported that Overs had 
recorded an additional seven native bird species in this area over the past few years, thus 
increasing the number of bird species recorded to 88.  Overs is reported advising that 
many of the bird species he has recorded in this part of CNP also utilise the woodland 
on the Reserve.  This observation confirms the important contribution the woodland is 
almost certainly making to the high bird species diversity recorded in the area.  
Although several threatened bird species inhabit Yellow Box – Red Gum woodland, the 
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threatened species with most potential to utilise this reserve is the Regent Honeyeater.  
Bounds et al. (1996) report and describe the successful breeding of four pairs of Regent 
Honeyeater on the lowest western slopes of Mount Majura in the vicinity of the Reserve 
in December/January 1995/96.  The likelihood that individuals of this nationally 
endangered species would utilise the canopies of the Yellow Box trees on the Reserve 
as a vital food source is very high.  Gilles (2000) cites Overs (pers. comm.) that these 
birds travel several hundred metres to obtain food whilst breeding and that the Regent 
Honeyeaters were travelling to the woodland trees on the west side of Antill Street 
during the time they were breeding.  Although there is no record of the Regent 
Honeyeater breeding at the Antill Street site since 1996, the following comments by 
Menkhorst (1993) suggest that this Reserve could be important to the Regent 
Honeyeater at some stage in the future - 'Because of the complex movement patterns of 
the Regent Honeyeater, a given site may be used only intermittently, but may be of 
critical importance during its use.  Thus, infrequent or irregular use of a site does not 
necessarily reduce the site's conservation significance.' 
 
Thorough surveys for other fauna utilising the Reserve have not yet been undertaken.   
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Map 1.   Woodland Reserve at North Watson 
showing land management units described in 
Appendix 3 
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General Management Objectives 
 
The Reserve is to be managed to achieve the following major objectives, all of which 
are among the management objectives for CNP (s. 1.3 of CNP Management Plan): 
 

• Conserve and improve native plant and animal communities and maintain 
biodiversity and ecological processes, including the improvement of wildlife 
movement corridors through the urban area to link with other areas of habitat 
beyond the urban area; 

• Conserve features of landscape significance; 
• Protect area from the damaging effects of fire, erosion, pollution, pest plants and 

animals or other disturbances; 
• Ensure appropriate practices by other agencies carrying out works in or adjacent 

to the site; 
• Provide and promote a range of opportunities for raising awareness, appreciation 

and understanding of natural and cultural heritage values through education, 
community participation and interpretation; and  

• Provide and promote appropriate recreation opportunities that are consistent 
with the management objectives. 

 
This document also advocates management of the land surrounding the reserve to be 
sympathetic to the maintenance of the conservation values of the reserve and the nearby 
CNP.  Matters of particular concern include: 
 

• Improved wildlife linkages through the adjacent horse agistment paddocks to the 
nearby Mount Majura section of CNP  

• Improved land management of the horse agistment paddocks located between 
the Reserve and CNP 

• Improved land management of Stirling Avenue easement. 
• Retention of the mature Yellow Box and Blakelys Red Gum trees to the west of 

the Prime TV building, as these form a link between the Reserve and the section 
of CNP located to the east of the Carotel Motel 

• Creation of small wetland ponds to function as nutrient traps in the adjacent 
horse agistment paddocks 

 
In addition, the Reserve will be managed to comply with any specific measures that 
may be specified within the ACT Bushfire Operational Plan, a document prepared 
annually to implement the Strategic Bushfire Management Plan for the ACT (ACT 
Government, 2005). 
 

Specific Management Objectives and Major 
Actions for the Reserve 
 
Objective 1.  Conserve, monitor and improve native plant and animal 
communities and maintain biodiversity and ecological processes. 
 
The woodland is to be managed in a manner that maintains and promotes the major 
conservation values of the area.  These values include the existing mature trees, the 
extensive patches of sapling regrowth, the perennial native grass dominated understorey 
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and patches of woodland with some diversity of native forbs persisting.  It is important 
that the effectiveness of various management actions is regularly monitored to assist in 
determining whether any adjustments are required.  It is also important to record in a 
scientific manner the results of successful restoration activities so that the experience 
gained in the Reserve can contribute to future rehabilitation efforts in similar woodlands 
elsewhere.  The following specific actions are to be undertaken to achieve this 
objective.  The parties responsible for carrying out these actions are indicated in 
brackets next to each action. 
 
 
 Maintenance and restoration  
 
Actions: 
 

• Whilst biomass levels can be maintained within acceptable levels within the 
internally fenced area (Stage 1 – land units 1a, b & c) cattle grazing will 
continue to be excluded from that section of the reserve (Management 
Committee). 
 

• The Management Committee will determine the need for any biomass control 
within the area of Stage 2.  If biomass control is required for either fuel 
reduction or ecological reasons, the Management Committee will determine 
whether burning, slashing or grazing is the most appropriate management 
treatment, taking into account resource constraints.  Any biomass reduction 
measure should minimize damage to eucalypt saplings and seedlings, and be 
compatible with the objective of increasing diversity of native understorey 
species.  (Management Committee). 

 
•••• Undertake trials / implement a range of management techniques to reduce 

densities of herbaceous weed species and increase diversity and densities of 
native understorey species.  Such trials may include burning, slashing, grazing, 
planting, direct seeding, use of herbicides and manual removal of herbaceous 
weeds (WWG, PCLM).   

• Re-establishment of forb diversity to be undertaken in a staged manner.  Areas 
of lowest broad-leaf and herbaceous weed densities to be targeted as a priority. 
Areas to be treated each year are likely to depend on resources available and 
techniques required to undertake the work.  Initial trials to focus within the 
internally fenced (Stage 1) section of the Reserve (WWG). 

• Initial broad-scale boom spraying using selective herbicide (e.g. MCPA) to 
control broadleaved weeds (mainly Scotch Thistle and Pattersons Curse, and 
also Subterranean Clover) in areas of Austrostipa dominated grassland away 
from areas of tree regeneration and where no or few native forbs are present. 
This treatment is to reduce weed seed production and encourage increased 
densities of native grass species, prior to efforts to re-introduce native forbs 
which will be undertaken in the staged approach as outlined above. (PCLM). 

• Patch burning of grassland areas to be considered if it is apparent that biomass 
needs to be reduced for fire hazard reduction purposes, or if trial burns 
demonstrate such treatment will encourage native species diversity 
(Management Committee, PCLM). 
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Monitoring  
 

The implementation of the following actions will be dependent on the 
availability of resources of the nominated parties. 
 

Actions: 
 

• Regular seasonal monitoring of herbaceous weed densities (particularly of 
Pattersons Curse and Scotch Thistle) and for occurrences of declared pest plants 
such as Chilean Needle Grass, Serrated Tussock, African Love Grass and St 
Johns Wort (WWG,  PCLM). 

• Monitoring of the relative effectiveness of various management actions and 
rehabilitation techniques on the grassy understorey through the establishment of 
permanent plots, transects and photo points. Efforts will be made to re-measure 
these on an annual basis (WWG). 

• Recording of groundlayer biomass levels annually at selected sites to provide 
data on seasonal variation and a comparison of areas that may be grazed by 
cattle and cattle-exclusion areas (WWG). 

• Monitoring of changes in bird usage of the area by periodic (initially 3 monthly) 
surveys at three established transects, two through woodland and one through 
grassland. (COG or recognised ornithologist). 

• It would be desirable to undertake baseline fauna surveys, including nocturnal 
mammal usage of site. 

• It would also be desirable to monitor changes in fauna usage, including 
nocturnal mammal usage of site. 

 
 
Objective 2.  Protect area from the damaging effects of fire, erosion, 
pollution, pest plants and animals or other disturbances 
 
At the time of the gazettal of Stage 1 in 2001 there was only a low density of woody 
weeds across the Reserve.  Sweet Briar was the predominant woody weed.  This species 
does not often cause a major ecological problem and its control is relatively easy.  Initial 
control work by the WWG is almost completed and only minor effort in follow-up 
treatment and control of new plants is expected to be required. 
 
There are seasonal flushes of the annual/biennial weed Patterson’s Curse, and there 
have been significant patches of Scotch Thistle in stock camp areas under the mature 
trees.  Control work has commenced by WWG and  PCLM. Control of these weeds has 
been through a combination of broad-leaved selective-herbicide spraying, slashing, 
hand removal and the establishment of a dense cover of native grasses, as outlined in the 
previous section of this document. 
 
There are two major patches of Phalaris that total about 1.1 ha in area, as well as several 
other much smaller patches.  Control of this species is planned to be through herbicide 
spraying and re-seeding as outlined in the previous section of this document. 
 
The Reserve has very low levels of infestation of the invasive and difficult to control 
weeds of regional concern such as St Johns Wort, Serrated Tussock, African Love Grass 
and Chilean Needle Grass.  Sparsely scattered plants of Serrated Tussock occur across 
the site and most of these have already been removed.  A few plants of African Love 
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Grass occur on the Antill St road verge and some small patches of Chilean Needle Grass 
have been detected (and sprayed) within the southernmost parts of the reserve.  Some 
small patches of St Johns Wort occur along the Antill St road easement and in the 
adjoining horse paddocks.  Vigilance must be maintained to detect any future 
occurrences and to eliminate known occurrences of these weeds. 
 
At various times a few rabbits have been observed on the Reserve and these are living in 
several burrows, mainly located at the southern end of the reserve, including the Antill 
St. road verge. These rabbits need to be monitored and controlled when necessary, both 
to prevent a build up in the population and because even at low densities they are likely 
to adversely impact on efforts to re-establish native forb species by digging them up and 
browsing them.  Rabbits also encourage weeds. 
 
Foxes have been seen in the Reserve.  Although control of these close to urban areas is 
difficult, a program to control foxes in the Reserve and adjacent Nature Park is 
desirable.  Any control would need to be in accordance with the ACT Pest Management 
Manual. 
 
Indian Mynahs have invaded the Reserve over the last 2-3 years.  Efforts to control 
these are seen as desirable to reduce the competition with hollow-dependent native bird 
and animal species for nesting/denning sites. 
 
Actions: 
 

• Complete the manual removal of scattered woody weeds (mainly Sweet Briar) 
using ‘cut and dab’ glyphosate herbicide treatment (WWG). 

• Re-treat any resprouts on woody weed stumps following initial treatment and 
remove (either physically or by spraying) any new seedlings that may establish 
(WWG). 

• Undertake selective spraying or physical removal of all individuals of declared 
pest plants such as Serrated Tussock, Chilean Needle Grass, St Johns Wort or 
African Love Grass found on the site. Spraying will be undertaken according to 
government priorities (WWG, PCLM). 

• Report any occurrences of the above weeds to PCLM (WWG, members of the 
Management Committee and the public). 

• Undertake, when necessary, rabbit control by fumigation of burrows undertaken 
according to government priorities (PCLM). 

• Investigate Indian Mynah control options and implement if feasible options 
available (WWG). 

 
Fire management 
 
The ACT Bushfire Operational Plan (BOP) is produced annually, and identifies all 
actions to be undertaken within unleased land in ACT to reduce wildfire hazard. These 
actions may include burning, slashing, physical removal or grazing.  A map of fire 
hazard reduction works specified by the ACT Bushfire Operational Plan in 2006 in the 
vicinity of Justice Robert Hope Park is included as Appendix 2.   Biomass reduction 
within the reserve through slashing, grazing or burning may be identified as actions 
within future BOPs.  
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The grassy woodland and grassland vegetation of the reserve is in the lower range of 
fire hazard ratings for native plant communities (Planning for Bushfire Protection, NSW 
Rural Fire Service, 2001).  According to the above document, the bushfire hazard to the 
adjacent ‘Majura Rise’ urban development is further reduced because the woodland 
occurs on the up-slope side rather than the down hill side of the residential 
development.  The horse agistment paddocks east of Antill St. provide an impediment to 
fire moving in either direction between the Reserve and sections of CNP on Mount 
Majura.  The wide easement along Stirling Ave provides the opportunity to maintain a 
significant break to control the spread of fire.  A bitumen road has been constructed 
between the ‘Majura Rise’ development and the western side of the Reserve.  A major 
purpose of this boundary road was to provide an adequate firebreak. 
 
Since the construction of the suburb of Watson, fire has been a rare event in the area 
now in the Reserve, with only one minor outbreak of fire since 1962.  This fire did not 
cause any damage or serious threat to the residential area. 
 
Although no specific hazard reduction actions are required within the Reserve, the 
following hazard reduction actions on adjacent lands are encouraged. 
 
Actions: 
 

• Periodic slashing of the residential/Reserve boundary road verge to reduce 
fuel load and height (PCLM). 

• Slashing or burning as necessary along Stirling Ave easement to reduce fuel 
load and height (PCLM). 

• Maintenance of the bare earth pedestrian/service vehicle track along Stirling 
Ave Reserve. (PCLM) 

• Mowing, as necessary, along the verges of Antill St, and the Negus Crescent 
easement adjacent to reserve (PCLM). 

 
 
Objective 3.  Community involvement in decision-making and on-
ground management 
 
Given the long history and strong community interest in having this area of woodland 
protected, it is important that the management framework for the Reserve 
accommodates community participation in both decision-making and on-ground 
management of the site.  The two main stakeholders (the Woodlands Working Group of 
WCA and SCCG) who represent the conservation interests of the local community in 
this Reserve are therefore core members of the Management Committee.  Insurance 
liability requirements for community groups undertaking actions on unleased land will 
be met by WWG joining the Majura Parkcare Group and directing its recommendations 
through that group. 
 
Actions: 
 

• Local community interest and involvement in the management of the 
Reserve to be channelled through WWG and SCCG representatives on the 
Management Committee  

• WWG form a formal affiliation with the Majura Parkcare Group 
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• The Majura Parkcare coordinator become a member of the Watson 
Woodlands Management Committee. 

 
 
Objective 4.  Provide and promote appropriate recreation opportunities 
that are consistent with the management objectives. 
 
Passive recreational use of the site that is compatible with the conservation objectives is 
permitted.  Walking of dogs in the reserve is not encouraged, but this activity is 
permitted providing dogs are on leads and under the full control of owners at all times. 
 
Motor vehicles are not permitted within the reserve, except where required for the 
undertaking of management actions.  Motor bikes, trail bikes and mountain bikes are 
not permitted.  Riding or leading of horses within the reserve is not permitted.  The 
collection of firewood, soil or native flora or fauna without a licence is not permitted. 
 
Actions: 
 

• Erection of signage advising of prohibited activities within the Reserve 
(PCLM). 

• Rangers to patrol and enforce breaches of prohibited activities (PCLM). 
 
 
Objective 5.  Encourage appropriate practices by other agencies 
carrying out works in or adjacent to the site 
 
Urban buffer treatment 
 
The proposed residential development adjacent to the western end of the Reserve has 
the potential to significantly impact on the integrity and ecological functioning of the 
Reserve.  Increased visitation and trampling within the Reserve, urban noise, lights, 
domestic pets and sources of weeds are all factors that will impact on the Reserve. The 
“hard” edge in the form of the residential access road will serve as a buffer to minimise 
some “edge issues”.  
 
Actions: 
 

• Realignment of the current boundary fencing, towards the eastern end of 
Stirling Ave, the eastern boundary along Antill St and the northern boundary 
along the Negus Crescent easement to coincide with the gazetted reserve 
boundary according to government priorities or receipt of special funding for 
this purpose (PCLM, WCA).  

 
 
Sensitively designed and located stormwater control measures 
 
SCCG has a strong interest in developments within the Sullivans Creek Catchment that 
are likely to affect the water flow and quality in Sullivans Creek.  The new urban 
development in the North Watson area will increase runoff and peak water flows due to 
the creation of expanses of hard surface within the residential area.  Stormwater control 
measures which include dry retardation / detention basin coupled with a pollution 
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control pond/s / wetland/s are encouraged.  A wetland will improve water quality and 
attenuate stormwater flows in the catchment below the woodland, enhance landscape 
values, increase recreational opportunities for local residents, provide habitat for aquatic 
species and a water source for wildlife. 
 
Actions: 
 

• ACTPLA has required three flood and pollution mitigation retention basins to 
be constructed as part of the residential development.  One of these, RB3, is 
located within the south-west corner of the Reserve and should be re-planted 
with Yellow Box and Blakelys Red Gum trees and appropriate local native 
grass species (Undetermined).  

• The construction of RB3 within the Reserve was not supported by the WWG 
nor WCA.  This work has removed approximately ¾ ha of secondary 
grassland and has created an area now vulnerable to invasion by exotic 
species, including pest species such as Serrated Tussock and Chilean Needle 
Grass.  The area should be closely monitored for any occurrences of these 
weeds and any occurrences promptly reported to PCLM. 

 
• Any future retention basins or similar structures should be located in adjacent 

buffer areas (e.g. Stirling Ave easement, residential buffer area, horse agistment 
paddocks) (ACTPLA). 

 
 
Weed control 
 
Actions: 
 

• Weeds such as Pattersons Curse, St Johns Wort, Chilean Needle Grass, African 
Love Grass and Serrated Tussock should be controlled on surrounding public 
areas, e.g. Stirling Ave and Antill St road verges.  Spraying will be undertaken 
according to government priorities (PCLM). 

• Restoration of native grassland on adjacent Stirling Ave should be considered.  
This would reduce the risk of weeds on the Stirling Ave easement invading the 
adjacent reserve and would provide for a more aesthetically pleasing transition 
zone between the Reserve and the urban area (PCLM). 

 
 
Land management of the horse agistment paddocks located between the Reserve 
and the Canberra Nature Park and of the Stirling Ave easement. 
 
Whilst this Plan has no formal role in guiding the management of the lands surrounding 
the Reserve, it is appropriate to document that the management of land immediately 
surrounding the Reserve can have a significant impact on the conservation values of the 
reserve and on the ability and costs to manage the Reserve effectively.  In particular, 
there is potential for re-infestation of invasive exotics such as Serrated Tussock, 
Pattersons Curse, African Love Grass and St Johns Wort from the neighbouring lands if 
these pests are not adequately controlled on those areas.  
 
The horse agistment paddocks have in the past been a source of nutrient-rich run-off 
that has flowed through the Reserve along two shallow drainage lines.  Such runoff 
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encourages the growth of exotic groundlayer plants such as Patterson’s Curse and 
Phalaris.  It is therefore desirable that this source of nutrient be minimised, both for the 
health and integrity of the woodland and Sullivan’s Creek catchment as a whole.  
Measures could include reducing stocking rates and constructing wetland nutrient 
filters. 
 
 
Improved wildlife linkages to Mount Majura section of CNP 
 
Again, whilst this Plan has no formal role in guiding the management of the lands 
surrounding the Reserve, it is relevant to note that the contribution of the Reserve to the 
landscape conservation values of the region are likely to be enhanced through 
improving the wildlife habitat linkages to the nearby Mount Majura section of CNP.  
This is likely to be particularly beneficial to the movement of small birds between the 
lowland reserve and the woodland and forest on the slopes of Mount Majura/Mount 
Ainslie.  Actions as straightforward as planting additional trees of the appropriate 
canopy species within a designated corridor area could assist.  Fencing of small patches 
within a designated corridor area to encourage greater understorey structure would 
probably increase further the functioning of the wildlife corridor.  
 
 

Plan Implementation 
 
WWG has already demonstrated its commitment and ability to organise community 
working bees to undertake management actions in the woodland.  It has obtained three 
small grants to assist it in undertaking these actions and has been liaising with ACT 
government departments to progress various other management actions that are beyond 
its capacity/responsibility.  In particular, the PCLM has assisted the WWG by providing 
some equipment for working bees and undertaking various tasks such as weed spraying 
and augering holes as a contribution to tree planting. 
 
Actions completed or commenced by August 2006. 
 

• A pedestrian entrance gate was installed near the park sign on Antill St in 
April 2002 (CPP). 

• The first seeds of locally occurring native forbs and grasses were collected in 
spring/summer 2001/2002 (WWG). 

• 7 trial planting and monitoring plots (each 15m x 15m) were established in 
November 2002 (WWG). 

• Cover abundance data was collected in November 2002 along three 100 m 
transects in Stage 2 section (WWG). 

• 900 forbs and grasses were planted into two 15m x 15m trial plots in March 
2002 (Contractor). 

• A total of over 3,500 plants of 17 species of native forbs and grasses were 
propagated in 5 cm tubes over winter/spring 2002.  Seed was sourced from 
sites close to the Reserve.  Most of these plants had to be held for delayed 
planting in winter 2003 due to the drought conditions experienced during 
spring 2002 (WWG). 

• Since April 2001 eight half day working bees have been organised for the 
poisoning and removal (cut and dab) of woody weeds.  Removal has been 
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completed in Stage 1 and by June 23, 2003 about half the Sweet Briar had 
been removed from Stage 2 of the Reserve. 

• Since April 2001 hand weeding and herbicide treatment of herbaceous weeds 
(mainly Scotch Thistle and Pattersons Curse) have been undertaken in 
selected parts of Stage 1, including the trial plots to be planted with native 
forbs and grasses (WWG). 

• In September 2002, 150 native forbs and grasses were planted into a third 
15m x 15m trial plot.  The drought conditions prevented further proposed 
plantings and the plants in this trail plot were regularly watered throughout 
the summer in order to improve survival rates (WWG). 

• Spot spraying of Serrated Tussock, mainly along the Stirling Ave easement 
and Antill St road verge, was undertaken in late 2002 (CPP). 

• In December 2002 a breach in the wall of the dam in Stage 1 was repaired to 
provide a water source for future replanting programs and will allow the 
natural development of a small wetland area (Contractor at no cost). 

• The internal fence around Stage 1 of the Reserve was upgraded in June 2003 
to prevent cattle entering and damaging the Stage 1 area (PCS). 

• Stage 2 area and southern section of Stage 1 area boom sprayed for control of 
thistles and Pattersons Curse in May 2003 (PCS contractor). 

• 1,400 forb and grass plants (species) planted into Stage 1 area between June 
2003 and October 2003 (WWG). 

• 480 plants of four grass species planted into two trial plots between June and 
September 2003 (WWG). 

• Trial plot re-planted with forbs in November 2003 (contractor). 
• Dense patches of Pattersons Curse in Stage 1 area mowed November 2003 to 

prevent seeding (WWG). 
• In February 2004 WWG was able to obtain the assistance of a professional 

ecologist to commence quarterly bird surveys within the Reserve.  These 
surveys will assist in recording any changes in bird usage of the reserve as 
restoration progresses.  Appendix 4 lists the bird species and numbers 
recorded for each monitoring conducted up to August 2005. 

• 300 tubes of forb and grass species planted in Stage 1 area between 
September and November 2004 (WWG).  

• Most of Stage 2 and parts of Stage 1 were boom and hand sprayed in October 
2004 for control of Pattersons Curse and Thistle (ACTPCS contractor). 

• Creation of a “hard” edge in the form of a residential access road between the 
Reserve and the residential development to minimise “edge issues” (eg. 
garden weed infestation, dumping of materials, concern about snakes).  A 
boundary road also provides a major grass fire protection barrier for adjacent 
properties (developer). 

• 18 Yellow Box and Blakelys Red Gum seedlings planted in open area of 
Stage 2 area south of Prime TV site in December 2004 (ACTPCS). 

• Sweet Briar gradually removed and stem bases treated with herbicide across 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 areas between April 2001 and March 2005 (WWG). 

• 70 Yellow Box trees planted August/September 2005 in an area adjacent to 
Antill St and opposite the Tedd NOF’s building (WWG, PCS). 

• A total of 70 Hickory Wattle and Parramatta Green Wattle planted 
August/September 2005 within Stage 1 (WWG). 

• 500 tubes of forb and grass species planted in Stage 1 area between July and 
October 2005 (WWG). 
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• Interpretive signage was installed along the ‘Majura Rise’/Reserve boundary 
by the developer in October, 2005. 

• Official naming ceremony of the whole Reserve as the Justice Robert Hope 
Park and associated public tours conducted on November 13, 2005. 

• Production in November, 2005 of information brochure on the Reserve 
(WWG). 

• Patches of Phalaris mowed in December 2005 to increase firebreak 
effectiveness along Antill St (WWG). 

• Funding of $8,370 was obtained from the ACT Environment Grants scheme 
in July 2006, primarily to enable fencing of the Reserve along the correct 
boundary on Stirling Ave and Antill St, and to cover ongoing small costs 
associated with tree and forb plantings and weed control (WCA). 

• A trapping program to control Indian Mynas commenced in August 2006. 
• 110 Yellow Box and 12 Bundy seedlings planted September / October 2006 

into land unit 2a (62 into NE section and 60 in SE section). 
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Timetable for priority action implementation  
 
(Major one-off items to be formulated at Management Committee meetings) 
 
See Appendix 3 (yearly works program) for repeated activities 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 
List (36 species) of native shrubs, forbs and grasses recorded since 
January 2002 from Justice Robert Hope Park (list does not include 
additional species planted as part of rehabilitation project). 
 
Acacia implexa 
Acacia parramattensis 
Acaena ovina 
Austrodanthonia carphoides 
Austrodanthonia eriantha 
Austrodanthonia sp. 1 
Austrodanthonia sp. 2 
Austrostipa bigeniculata 
Austrostipa falcata 
Bothriochloa macra 
Calocephalus citreus 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum 
Chrysocephalum semipapposum 
Convolvulus erubescens 
Cynoglossum suaveolens 
Dianella longifolia 
Einadia nutans 
Eragrostis sp. 
Eryngium ovinum 
Geranium solanderi 
Glycine tabacina 
Goodenia pinnatifida 
Juncus sp. 
Lomandra filiformis 
Microlaena stipoides 
Oxalis perennans 
Panicum effusum 
Plantago varia 
Poa sieberiana 
Rumex brownii 
Themeda triandra 
Trichoryne elatior 
Vittadinia muelleri 
Vittadinia cuneata 
Wahlenbergia sp. 
Wurmbea dioica 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
 
Aerial photograph of Justice Robert Hope Park and lands in the 
vicinity with the Bushfire Operational Plan sites marked where 
maintenance of Asset Protection Zones is required in 2006/2007. 

 
 

Airphotography taken May 2002  
 

Map prepared 28 June 2006   
Datum: MGA 94 Projection UTM Zone 55  
  

Base data supplied by  ACT Land Information Centre, ACTPLA  16 Challis Street, DICKSON ACT    
Data Copyright         Contact Details 

Australian Capital Territory        Environment ACT 

Canberra 2006         Macarthur House 
          12 Wattle St 
          LYNEHAM ACT 2602 
          Telephone (02) 6207 9777 
 
 

Disclaimer: Environment ACT does not warant that this data is free from errors. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
Description, aims and indicators of success for each land management 
unit 
 
Land Unit Descriptions 
 
Unit 1a 
Stage 1 internally fenced area.  Understorey predominantly Austrostipa bigeniculata and other 
native grass species.  Patches of naturally occurring native forbs.  This area has been the focus of 
the WWG program to re-establishment of native forbs and grasses.  Scattered Scotch Thistle and 
small and declining patches of Pattersons Curse.  Overstorey of large mature Yellow Box and 
Blakelys Red Gum trees and patches of natural regeneration. 
 
Units 1b & 1C 
Stage 1 internally fenced area.  Understorey dominated by Phalaris.  Contains patches of naturally 
regenerating Yellow Box trees. 
 
Unit 2a 
Stage 2 area.  Understorey predominantly Austrostipa bigeniculata and other native grass 
species.  Some patches of native forbs in the north-east part.  Overstorey of large mature Yellow 
Box and Blakelys Red Gum trees and patches of dense natural tree regeneration. 
 
Unit 2b 
Stage 2 area.  Understorey contains significant areas of Phalaris.  Contains patches of naturally 
regenerating Yellow Box and Blakelys Red Gum trees. 
 
Unit 2c 
Area previously dominated by Austrostipa bigeniculata and other native grass species.  This area 
was scraped by the developer to create Water Retention Basin No. 3.  Disturbed area has been 
replanted with exotic grasses.   Some tree replanting has also been undertaken, but not all 
plantings are the appropriate local native tree species. 
 
Aims and indicators of success for each land management unit 
(Achievement of actions dependent on resources) 
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Issues and activities to be implemented for each land management unit 
�
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Timetable for the yearly work  
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Recording Sheet 10: Record of day to day management actions undertaken, occurrences and unforeseen events in 
each land management unit  
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