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Abstract— The platform is the particular processor model and operating system on which a computer  system is based .For example  

“Apple Macintosh” ,”PC platforms”. Despite the dominance of the windows platform, many so called legacy system still in use .A 

legacy system is an older, out-dated, yet still functional technology. In this paper we will discuss the principal platforms used on 

desktop computers and server. 
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Introduction 

 
The Operating System (OS), also called the software platform, consists of the low-level, master system of programs that 

manage the basic operations of the computer. Different sizes and makes of computers have their own operating systems.  The 

main function of OS are booting, formatting, managing computer resources, managing files, managing tasks and managing 

security. It is also known as resource manager. The operating system allows you to concentrate on your own tasks and 

applications rather than on the complexities of managing the computer. Every general-purpose computer must have an operating 

system to run other programs. 
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DOS (Disk Operating System) 

 
DOS was the original operating  system produced by Microsoft and had a hard-to-use command driven user interface .Its initial 

1982 version was designed to run on the  IBM PC as PC –DOS .Later Microsoft licensed the same system to other computer 

makers as MS-DOS. With the growing popularity of cheaper PCs produced by these companies, MS-DOS came to dominate the 

industry. Two years before the advent of Windows (5, which eventually grew out of DOS, there were reportedly more than 100 

million users of DOS, which at that time made it the most popular software ever adopted –of any sort. 

It is a program that links the computer hardware with the software and act as a resource manager for proper functioning of each 

and every part of a PC .It is a single user system. 

 

Windows Microsoft Windows XP 

 
Windows XP OS was introduced in 2001; it combines elements of Windows networking software and Windows Me with a new 

GUI . It has improved stability and increased driver and hardware support .It has also a new feature such as built-in instant 

messaging, centralized shopping managers to help you keep track of your favourite online stores and products, and music, video, 

and photography managers. Windows XP Home Edition is for typical home users. Windows XP Professional Edition is for 

businesses of all sizes and for home users who need to do more than get e-mail, browse the Internet, and do word processing. 

Windows XP Tablet PC Edition is for business notebook computers that support data entry via a special pen used to write on a 

display screen. 

Windows XP, formerly code-named Whistler is one of the Microsoft’s newest OS; it combines elements of Windows 2000 and 

Windows Me and has a new GUI .It has improved stability and increased driver and hardware support .It has also added new 

features such as built-in instant messaging, centralized shopping managers. 

Windows XP is available in two versions. 

 

 

 
 

Macintosh 
 

The Macintosh operating system is for love for Mac. The Macintosh operating system, which runs only on Apple Macintosh 

computers, set the standard for icon-oriented, easy-to use graphical user interfaces. The software generated a strong legion of 

fans shortly after its launch in 1984 and inspired   rival Microsoft to upgrade DOS to the more user friendly Windows operating 

systems. 

It is still considering king in areas such as desktop publishing, and Macs are still favoured in many educational settings. For 

every specialized applications , most programs are written for the Windows platform .However, programs for games and for 

common business uses such as word processing and spread sheets are also widely available for the Mac. 
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Comparison of Windows XP, Linux and Mac OS 
 

 

Windows XP Linux Mac OS X 

Runs on a wide 

range of 

hardware. 

Runs on a wide 

range of hardware. 

Easy to install. 

Has largest 

market share 

Has largest number 

of user interface 

types. 

Best GUI 

Has many built-

in utilities 

Can be used as 

server on desktop 

PC OS 

Secure and stable 

Security 

problems 

Limited support for 

games 

Supports only 

Apple computers 

Not efficient, 

used as a server 

OS. 

Limited 

commercial 

applications 

available 

Base hardware 

more expensive 

than other 

platforms 

Have to reboot 

every time a net-

work 

configuration  is 

changed 

Can be difficult to 

learn 

Fewer utilities 

available , Fewer 

games than for 

Windows, Many 

applications still 

being updated to 

run  with OS X. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

All of the operating system are t best  in their places Windows XP are best OS for the home purposes as they has largest market 

share and it is very less secured. Linux has a largest number of user interface types but disadvantage is that it can be difficult to 

learn.  Mac OS X is very secure and stable and have GUI .Biggest disadvantage of Mac OS X is that it only support Apple 

computers   


