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Abstract 

When speaking of innovation, technology certainly does not seem to be slowing down any time soon. A perfect 

example of this can be seen with audio and video disc-based technology. Throughout history, discs have evolved 

tremendously. This research paper discusses the newest type of disc-based technology better known as a Blu-ray 

disc. Blu-ray discs are a relatively new kind of disc that takes entertainment to a whole new level. Blu-ray discs 

(BD) get their name from a combination of the words blue and optical ray. The format was developed by the Blu-ray 

Discs Association (BDA),. Some of the main points discussed throughout the paper about the Blu-ray disc include 

its background as a new form of technology, its potential benefits, its production, and its future. The paper will also 

describe and emphasize on its social, legal, ethical, and security-related problems since its development and launch 

into the world. This paper explores the  “format war” that was developed in the 2000s between the Blu-ray disc and 

Toshiba’s HD DVD disc, and the issues that were created as a result of these two different and incompatible disc 

formats. Relating to security, this paper discusses how piracy has been somewhat victorious, yet a failure at times, 

when dealing with illegally downloading films of this high-definition format. Also, the paper will discuss the legal 

aspects of the Blu-ray discs, as it relates to licensing and copyrights. Socially, this paper gives examples of ways in 

which the creators of the Blu-ray disc, Sony, and its many members have come up with ideas to integrate this new 

disc into the market without upsetting customers. This paper examines Piepenburg, Perenson (2006), and other 

journals, magazine and newspaper articles to emphasize on the development of Blu-ray discs and their journey 

towards the living rooms of film-fanatic individuals and families.    
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