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Christmas Vacation”, etc. are requested to help 

make this publication more personal to you and our 
church family.  Please feel free to submit any      

information to Leslie in one of the following ways. 



From the Pastor’s Desk  
 
            I have been reading a book the past few weeks called the Divine Mentor by Pastor Wayne Cordeiro of Honolulu, Ha-
wai, who will by the way, be at Breakforth Canada this year. As I have read this excellent book I have felt encouraged by the 
power of God’s word to transform and change lives. Pastor Cordeiro’s congregation has developed the habit since their 
founding of reading the Bible through each year. But it is not just reading, it includes journaling, the scriptures. He encour-
ages every member of his congregation to be a self-feeder, that is to feed themselves, from God’s word. They use a very sim-
ple format that they call SOAP. SOAP stands for the following: 
S is for Scripture. Take 20 minutes to read the assigned scripture for the day. Ask the Holy Spirit to highlight or draw to your 
    attention one or two verses. Write the verse out in your journal with the date. 
O is for observation. Write out what you observe in this verse and what you believe God is saying to you. 
A is for application. Write out how you are going to apply what God has told you through this verse in your life. Is it a   
    promise? Is there a life style change you are going to make? Is their something to repent about? 
P is for prayer. Write out a prayer to God based on this scripture that grows out of your observations and application. 
            Their congregation not only uses this plan for personal self feeding but they do it in small groups in what they call the 
20/20 program. In the 20/20 program they take 20 minutes in silence to read the scripture assigned for the day. They take an-
other 20 minutes in silence to journal, their observation and application and prayer and then the last 20 minutes to share what 
they have discovered. As we begin another new year, we have another opportunity to grow in grace through feeding ourselves 
in the word of God. The Psalmist said in Psalm 119, Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against 
thee.  I’m including a Daily Bible reading plan in this January Proclaimer and I encourage you to feed on God’s word using 
this simple methodology. 
                                                                                                            Pastor Daryl 
               
Tanzanian Lutheran School of Evangelism - MAY 27 - JUNE 14, 2009 Moshi Tanzania 
 
Note: The following is a brochure that Pastor Karl Keller sent to me [Pastor Daryl] about three weeks ago. He phoned me 
and invited me to be one of the Ten pastors who will present at this School in Tanzania. I presented this to our church council 
at the December 11th Council Meeting and Church Council passed a motion that I go as a presenter and that the congrega-
tion seek to raise the funds needed. I invite you to uphold this event in your prayers and that you support it financially as the 
Lord leads you.  
 
Would you like to play a role in equipping hundreds of Lutheran pastors in Tanzania to effectively reach out to millions of 
people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ? If so, please prayerfully consider becoming one of ten pastors who will act as present-
ers and teachers at the 2009 Tanzania Lutheran School of Evangelism (TLSE), designed to equip 250 Tanzanian Lutheran 
pastors with their wives for outreach. In turn these pastors will help equip the 2.7 million people in their congregations to 
reach out to the over 30 million others in this African nation. TLSE is being conducted at the invitation of Bishop Martin 
Shao, the bishop of the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Rev. Shao has asked Dr. Karl Kel-
ler (pastor of Walnut Grove Lutheran Church in Langley, BC) to recruit the North American pastors who will act as teachers 
for the event. Pastors are needed to teach plenary sessions, as well as small group workshops (1.5 to 2 hours long) of 60-65 
pastors. These workshops would be conducted twice a day and repeated for 4 days. Suggested subjects include (but are not 
limited to):  
• Leadership       • Discipleship 
• The Pastor and His Call     • The Pastor and His Character 
• Communicating Law and Gospel    • Contemporary Culturally Sensitive Worship 
• Evangelism and the Local Church   • Vision 
• Building Strong Families within the Church  • What to do when Ministry Becomes Just a Job 
• Spiritual Gifts      • Spiritual Warfare 
• Equipping the Laity for Ministry    • Working in a Multi-pastor Ministry 
• Conflict Management within the Church   • Inner Healing 
The mission begins with an outreach preaching in Rukwa by Lake Tanganyika in western Tanzania. This is the highest witch 
craft area of the country. We will be preaching in the various villages and then flying to Moshi were we will have the privi-
lege of training 250 pastors and their wives.  The conference is expected to have a total cost of about $70,000, which will 
cover the costs of travel, accommodation and food for all the attending pastors. The Tanzanian church body does not have the 
resources to cover these costs.  It is hoped that each pastor and his congregation would be able to raise $9,000 (which would 
include the pastor’s own travel expenses) towards this mission project.  If your congregation is unable to raise this amount, 
please let Dr. Keller know as alternative funding is also being sought.  The conference will take place near Mt. Kilimanjaro at 
a conference centre in the city of Arusha.  The teaching pastors and staff will stay in a nearby hotel, which is within walking 
distance of the conference centre.  If there are some pastor’s wives who would like to accompany their husbands and work 
with some of the local women, that can also be arranged.  Since the conference is being held right next to the world’s largest 
wildlife reserve, a post-conference safari can be arranged to visit Tarangire National park, the Ngorongoro crater, the Seren-
geti and the Oldavi Gorge. The tour would be a busy 3-1/2 days, provide accommodation in the best hotels/lodges and cost in 
the range of $750 per person. 



 
         
   From the Library  
  
 
 
  
 A new addition to the library is a book called “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert J. Morgan.  This 
book is described as “150 of the world’s greatest hymn stories.”  The book is filled with the stories of 
many familiar hymns, and some not so familiar.  The stories include who is credited with writing both the 
music and words for each hymn, when it was written, and some very interesting stories behind the in-
spiration for each song.  Did you know the words for “Jesus Loves Me” were written by sisters Anna and 
Susan Warner in one of 106 of their novels entitled Say and Seal?  When hymn writer William Bradbury 
read this bestseller, second only to Uncle Tom’s Cabin, he composed a child-like score to go along with 
them, and the song soon became the best-known children’s hymn on earth. 
    
 
         Submitted by Leslie Hicks 

Break Forth Conference  
January 30—February 1 in Edmonton 

 
Registrations for the main conference were sold out by mid-November.  It is so encouraging to 

know that again this year a capacity crowd will be in attendance to receive teaching, inspiration, re-
newal, faith stretching, and challenges for Christian living.  Your prayers for every aspect of the confer-
ence, including the staff, volunteers, presenters, and registrants would be appreciated.  As we join in 
prayer with other praying Christians in many areas of our country, we can be assured that God will 
abundantly pour out His blessings during the days of the 2009 Breath Forth Conference. 

 
 
        Submitted by Helen Salte  
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 John 1:14  
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among u s. We have seen his glory, the glory of 

the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.” 
  
Dear Friends, 
For more than three months now we have been in the Lal wa Sarjangal district of central Afghanistan-- by far the most excit-

ing and interesting place we have lived.  Ruth and I both feel that, though we do miss our children and friends at home, 

there is no place in the world we would rather be living and working right now.  This place is remote and even inaccessible 

at times in the winter.  Our only way in and out is a Cessna plane that the team here charters as needed.  Though it is possi-

ble to travel by road to Kabul, it takes two days.  Furthermore, after about half way security is poor, so at present we do not 

drive that far out of the district. In the winter the road will be blocked with snow for two to three months, so supplies need 

to be brought in before the main snows fall.   The mountain scenery is spectacular.  The security is good, allowing us to drive 

or hike anywhere we want within 3-5 hours drive in any direction.  Finally, the people are beautiful—ethnic Hazaras who 

have done an amazing job of surviving in this rugged and seemingly barren land. 

I am working in the community development project along with a young American couple.  At present we are preparing to 

start a new three-year cycle in one or two clusters of villages.  So we have been surveying villages, after which we will 

choose where to focus for the next three years.  It has been an interesting time.   We have traveled along narrow jeep roads 

winding through long valleys.  We have wound down steep mountain switchbacks barely passable now, which will in a few 

weeks be closed for the winter.  We even walked up a steep mountain trail for an hour in one place where there is no road, 

and found a village at the top with over 65 families living in it. 

This is a very dry land; really a mountainous desert.  It rains very little but snows a lot in winter:  most farming relies on wa-

ter from snowmelt.  That means dry-land farming, of which there is a lot, produces very poor crops.  Irrigated land com-

petes for water from springs and rivers which often run short.  Yet given this situation, almost every valley is filled with vil-

lages with anywhere from 20 to 200 or more families.  I have the distinct impression that the land is used to the full extent 

of its capacity and beyond.  Every bit of land for which irrigation water is available is farmed and irrigated, every piece of dry 

land that has enough moisture to start a crop is seeded, and all the rest of the land is grazed to the dirt.  Most of the thorny 

vegetation that sheep and goats can’t eat is cut and burned along with dried manure from the livestock for cooking and 

heating homes.  The little spring-fed streams that run through most valleys are used to the limit for irrigating, watering ani-

mals, washing clothes, washing dishes, and drinking.  Unfortunately most villages have either no latrines or hopelessly in-

adequate ones.  This means people often find privacy among the poplar trees growing next to the streams, and wash them-

selves in the streams afterwards.  The limited water and poor sanitation means that there are serious health problems.   

Several valley systems in the area have repeated outbreaks of typhoid.   Many people live 3-5 hours walk from the nearest 

store or medical facility, and too far from the nearest school for their children to attend.  Wheat is the staple crop which is 

grown almost everywhere.  Some of the highest villages only grow barley, as the altitude makes the growing season too 

short for much else.  Some places grow turnips, carrots, potatoes and tomatoes, but this is more the exception than the 

rule.   At the hospital here Ruth sees many children suffering from malnutrition caused by the limited diet and poor sanita-

tion resulting in chronic diarrhoea. 

How can we be of benefit to villages like these?  What can we do to improve the quality of life for people?  Some of the ob-

vious things are:  introducing good latrines and teaching the importance of good sanitation, developing and protecting clean 

drinking water sources, introducing vegetable gardening and teaching the importance of vegetables for good nutrition, and 

introduction/development of farming techniques that maximize yield and water conservation.   Other things will also come 

up as we begin working with the villagers. 

A major prayer concern we have for the project right now is for funding.  Just this week we received word that the donor 

we applied to cannot fund us as we expected.   The world economic recession is making it difficult for many donor agencies 

to meet the demands for funding.  Pray that we can get the funding we need soon. 

As we look at life around us we recognize that there is a definite spiritual component to the poverty, sickness and needs 

that we see.  Pray for us, that as we live and work among these beautiful yet needy people, we would be a reflection of our 

incarnate Lord Jesus to them, both in word and actions. 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas overflowing with grace and truth,           Arlin and Ruth 



Dear Pastor Daryl, 

  

       After climbing for hours up a steep rough road that wound its way around one mountain after 

the other, making unusual banging noises every so often as it carried a double load of people, 

some sitting in the normal way but most standing in the aisle and holding each other up, and the 

rest sitting on the roof holding onto luggage tied to the rack, the old bus had enough. Only minutes 

after squealing to a stop at the side of a narrow street in the shade of an old hotel, some of its in-

ner parts were lying in the dirt below the chassis, and a Nepali from down under mumbled some-

thing about engine mounts. That was in a Himalayan village nestled in a tight river valley where the 

road ends and the trail begins. A day later we headed out the village, crossed a long suspension 

bridge, and after three days of walking, sometimes through forests or flower-filled mountain mead-

ows but more often along narrow ledges, stepping up crude stone staircases with rice terraces or 

rock on one side and nothing but the dull roar of churning river water on the other, my guide and I 

were looking down on Tibet. By that time, we had been through some of the villages where these 

people live, and had begun to learn things that don't come from reading. 

  

The purpose of this field trip to the Himalayan foothills south of the border was to learn more about 

the K-people, specifically things that will help to make decisions relating to translation work. What 

did we learn?  

  

●  What villages they live in (they live on both sides of the Nepal-Tibet border); population - figures 

are approximate (there is no available Nepal census for this region, and the most recent available 

Chinese census was completed in 1958 and only included the taxpayers (upper and lower classes of 

their society did not pay taxes)). 

 

• What languages they speak and understand, and what are the unique things about their own 

language; in what situations they use their mother-tongue language; oral traditions - it appears 

that oral traditions are strong, and the people have a close connection with the spoken word. 
  

• What they do: the women often make things to sell (traditional clothing items). Many sit for 

hours a day at a timber loom, and spend time over a fire watching the tea or food (the men also 

cook). Some of the men are lodge owners, and many have some land for growing something, and 

others are herders. Time is always spent collecting wood for the fires, roping it into a bundle, and 

carrying it back to the village. 
  

• What they eat, and how and from where they get food and other things that cannot be grown or 

made.  What they wear: the men do not have distinctive clothes, but the women have a unique ap-

pearance - special hat, front panday and back ama (like an apron), gandzin (steel belt). 

 

• Who marries who: one night sitting with local boys around a big table in a tea shop, drawing 

family trees, told a lot about marriage practices - this particular people group rarely marries outside 

the group, and cross-border marriages with their own people are common. In a mixed marriage, 

which sometimes happens with these people and others in regions around them, the children will 

not usually learn the mother-tongue language of the group. 
  

Their view on death: they know that death is not final and at that moment there is no interruption 

in consciousness. They believe, like most other Tibetans, that life is cyclical, and repeats itself over 

and over again until some form of perfection is reached and salvation is attained... 
  

There is still a lot more to learn, and we will learn more about these people as time goes on. But 

one thing that impacted me most on the fieldtrip was that now even as the sun is gone, many wood 

fires are burning, butter tea is boiling and the hills are alive. 

  

  

 

Until the K T People Have Heard, 

Matt and Cheryl… 

 

            Continued on next page……….. 



PRAYER POINTS 
 

• We are now applying for an official research visa to do language survey among the K people. We are writing  
       up a proposal and are planning to submit it within the week. We hope to get 2 years with this particular visa. 
• We are shifting house this week. 
• Pray for an increase of regular financial supporters. Our people group live up on the border of Nepal and  
      Tibet. As foreigners we are not allowed to live up in the region. We must travel up to the region several times 
      a year. The cost of living in Kathmandu has greatly increased. 
• We are prayerfully considering to partner with a national Christian Tibetan who has a heart for the K people  
       too. He and his family already live in the area. Being a local who possesses an identity card, D is able to cross  
       into the area of Tibet. His family is focused on church planting among these people. We are also praying that  
       another Christian Tibetan family would prayerfully consider joining D's family up in the region. 
• Pray for our kids. We are so thankful that Jordan has readjusted to Kathmandu life. He enjoys his school and  
      has friends. Please continue to pray for him as he is a teenager and also a "third culture kid" (he doesn't share  
      his parents' culture (Canadian) nor his host culture (Nepali) but has a culture of his own) Rae-Anna and Alyssa  
      are busy young women. They both attend university full time and work. They are also shifting houses in  
      December. It's difficult for us to be so far from them. 
• Pray for our Frontier Mission Centres staff. 90 percent of the church planters are village nationals. We have  
      69 workers. They require 50 dollars a month support to do the work in the village. Unfortunately, 1500 USD  
      per month has dropped due to the collapse of  a Korean man's business who gave generously to the support of  
      the workers. Several American supporters have ceased to give the last few months possibly due to the  
      economic crisis that has touched the whole world. We personally want to help with this need and there is also  
      a way in which you can help and receive a tax receipt. IF you are interested, please email us for further  
      information. 
• Pray for Jamyang, a young Tibetan nun whom Cheryl has relationship with. Pray that the Lord would open up  
      the eyes and the heart of Jamyang to behold the King of Glory. 
• We are thankful for a well known Bible Translation Organization who have assisted and accommodated and  
       helped us with this entire process. We are so grateful and excited about what they are doing in this nation of  
       Nepal. 
• God's grace and assistance with re- learning Tibetan and then the ability to learn another dialect. 
 
We want to thank the Lord for your faithful prayers  and support that will enable God's Kingdom to pene-
trate the Tibetan World.  
 
Thank you for your continued financial support.  Financial donations can be sent to:  
  
Project Funding PO Box 57100 
2480 E. Hastings Street 
Vancouver, BC V5K 5G6 Canada 
Phone: 604-436-4433 
Fax: 604-436-4466 
  
YWAM workers are not salaried. They rely on donations from friends and family. Please write your cheque to 
YWAM. Do not write the cheque to us.  Include a note stating that this is for Matt & Cheryl Hedlin's ministry. 
Contact the office if you wish to set up pre-authorized payments or to give by credit card.  

 

Two kids were on their way to Sunday School when one says 
to the other, “What do you think about this Satan stuff?”  
“Well, you remember Santa?  This could turn out to be your 
dad, too.” 



Sask Synod News   
 

Companion Synod Greeting from Pastor Sergio Utz   
 

To my Brothers and Sisters of the ELCIC:  
Warm Greetings to All! 
 I have worked for four and half years now as a Pastor in the Patagonia.  It has occurred to me to put in 
writing what has touched my life during this time and to share it with you my friends. 
 I remember very much the first day that I took a trip through the Patagonia and the people who took 
me to Cushamen and later to the city of Esquel.  There was very little time between my ordination and my 
arrival; so far from my home and the ones I loved, in just days.  I said little in that moment, there is little that 
can be said when one knows these places that are so far and yet so marvellous.  Even today when I travel 
the roads that unite Esquel and Cushamen the sensations are the same.  The roads in the Patagonia are 
harsh and difficult but at the same time are so important and majestic, all of which is a metaphor for those 
who would travel them.  The roads are lonely but filled with the smells, colours and dreams and memories of 
this encounter with God. 
 I became friends with the cold and the wind and I became accustomed to invite them along for a coffee 
or tea at the side of the road.  They say that the sun itself suffers from the cold, and it is right!, in winter it be-
gins early to rest on the mountains to later hide itself certainly searching for respite from the low tempera-
tures. 
 The return trip is also filled with images; memories, faces, hugs and the beginning of another week.  I 
arrive at the house very late and tired but overflowing with joy and loaded with emotions that I want to 
share.  It would have been difficult to arrive at my house without someone there waiting for me to return, 
hugging tiredness and sharing their smiles.  I give thanks to God for giving to me Maylen and Micaela to be 
at my side. 
 I could share so many stories and so many anecdotes that I could fill pages and pages just trying to 
describe to you the significance in my life of the time I have spent in the Patagonia.  The words never stop 
nor would I know how to fill a page with all the sentiments and feelings that I have to tell of my life. 
 To live in the Patagonia is not a simple thing for a young person who has lived all his life in large cit-
ies.  The loneliness, the climate, the distances, the high cost of living, but none of these things can compare 
with the love and care that I have received in these years.  I remember my first birthday in Esquel, far from 
my family and my friends.  During this time my mailbox was full of cards and letters sent from so far from 
people who were thinking of me, in my work, that they had me in their prayers and the letters brought their 
support and their care.  I keep each one of these cards and letters,  and I still continue to receive them, like a 
great treasure.  I keep them in a chest where I guard my keepsakes.  It is a chest of balm that is very neces-
sary to apply when times are difficult or simply in times when I need to lift my spirits. 
 I will never be able to erase the image in my mind of the women in Cushamen waiting for my arrival, 
with a fire and the salon opened and the altar prepared and a coffee with milk to recoup the strength and en-
ergy within me.  These images will never leave me. 
 I have had the blessing to do my ministry together with some wonderful people; examples of the faith, 
of hope and sacrifice.  I have been able to see the strength and the dedication of those who work on the land 
in the Patagonia putting up with the rude climate and arid land fighting against diversity that comes from na-
ture and from people.  They have rough hands from working.  They have experienced the darkness and the 
warmth of an adobe ranch house.  They have anxiously walked many kilometres to visit neighbouring 
houses, just so someone would notice or give a sign that they were not lost.  I have come to appreciate the 
value of the word, the greatness of simple people, the love and respect for the land, their generosity in spite 
of what they might not have, and in reality abandon riches, have no interest in the markets and because of 
their gratefulness of life they value more highly the love of life.  I have learned much from these First Nations 
peoples, of their faith, their culture, their struggles and their hope.  Undoubtedly I have received more than I 
could have ever given. 
 How much I wish that you could be here with me!  Sometimes while I am in Cushamen I stop for a sec-
ond and stand in silence and close my eyes and imagine all the people that are at my side and that are part 
of this mission in the Patagonia; in the middle of all this my thoughts take me into the middle of the artisan 
workshop and I can see the group of women working together making wool on their spinning wheels.  In the 
middle of the salon wood burns in the fireplace and on top of it heats a kettle of water, ready to share 
maté.  Amelia prepares the maté with a little of yerba (type of herb tea) and hot water, full of care, wisdom 
and so many other things that others feel but do not express.  I imagine us all together in worship partaking 
of the table of our Lord and later I imagine the children running behind a ball, others cheering, others draw-
ing their dreams on a piece of paper.  Also at the cup of milk, gathered together in the salon sharing Bible 



stories like our grandparents, fathers and mothers had done.  I suddenly smell the aroma of the hot milk on  
the fire, I open my eyes and I see all the smiles at the table shared by many.  While I drink my cup of warm 
milk I realize what a grand blessing it is to be living all of this and I can feel to some extent the spanning of 
the distance between those that help us, those who pray and support us: they are present.  I am a privileged 
witness of this wonderful encounter of sisters and brothers that gather together, that share their lives, broach 
the distances and the differences and together form the “Body of Christ.” 
 I hear the words of the apostle Paul: 
 " For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,  
 though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized  
 into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
 Spirit. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
 together with it." (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 26 NRSV) 
  I hope with these words I have shared something of the significance of myself and work en the Pata-
gonia.  Right now I am pastor of the congregation “Hope of the South” in Esquel, the mission in Cushamen 
and now also of the congregation “Cross of the South” in Bariloche, the challenges are even greater.  To be 
Pastor in three communities is a big responsibility and will show to be a great endeavour.  More hours on the 
road, more work, more tiredness but also more joys, more caring, more encounters, more friendships, more 
learnings and more moments shared.  To all of you I give my thanks for sharing and continuing to follow all 
of this with me and I count on all of you for what is to come.  On top of all this, I am a Pastor of the Lutheran 
Church in Argentina and Uruguay but I have always felt more like a pastor of the ELCIC and this is how you 
have made me feel.    
 
 May God continue to accompany us and bless this work!    
 
Affectionately;  
 
Pastor Sergio Utz  
Cushamen Mission  
Esperanza del Sur, Esquel  
Cruz del Sur, Bariloche  
 

 
 

     Do you enjoy a fine dining experience?   
 Would you like to treat your significant other  to a 
 pre-Valentines Day supper?    
   Would you like to get together with a group of  
   friends for a fun evening out?   
If so, the Fundraising Committee would like to invite you to a  
“Taste of Greece” “Taste of Greece” “Taste of Greece” “Taste of Greece” on Friday, February 6, 2009, 6:00 pm atFriday, February 6, 2009, 6:00 pm atFriday, February 6, 2009, 6:00 pm atFriday, February 6, 2009, 6:00 pm at    
    Bethlehem Lutheran ChurchBethlehem Lutheran ChurchBethlehem Lutheran ChurchBethlehem Lutheran Church.  Tickets are $20 each, and must be 
 pre-purchased at the church office, Pederson Insurance, or by phoning 

     Leslie at 867-8674.   All proceeds will go to the Church Building  
     Fund.  Seating is limited. 

               OPA! 



BEING A SERVANT IS AN HONOR  
 

"You are part of the big picture."  Those were the encouraging words from Susanta, an evangelist 
and church planter from India as he addressed us, the volunteers at Haggai Institute in Maui. A former stu-
dent participant at Haggai, Susanta has since brought thousands of people to Christ and has been a leader 
in planting hundreds of churches in northern India. He now returns to Haggai as a teacher, helping to pre-
pare others for their part in serving Christ in their own culture. What a blessing it was to hear that we, the 
volunteers, were an important part of Susanta's ministry because, in our own way, we had made it possible 
for him to be trained, challenged and empowered to be an evangelist in his country. 
  
The only white westerners that were at Haggai were servants. We found that it is OK to be a servant, in fact 
it is an honor. Paul writes in in Gal 5:13 ...through love be servants of one another. Jesus is our example of 
the ultimate servant, ..the Son of man who came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many (Matt 20:28). We worked hard at cleaning and maintaining the building and surroundings at 
Haggai. Some evenings we wondered if we could handle another day. But the weather was beautiful. We 
had time to enjoy the beaches, snorkling among the amazing ocean fish, sitting in the sunshine and enjoying 
the beautiful flowers and scenery. We were blessed as we worshipped at several different churches on Sun-
days. But all of this was minor compared to meeting and getting to know the participants. 44 men from 20 
countries who were there because they were committed Christians who were chosen to be trained for lead-
ership roles in their countries. They arrived travel weary, shy and uncertain about what they were getting 
into. Three weeks later they were bursting with enthusiasm, challenged and eager to return to their families 
and to get back to work as lawyers, doctors, pastors, bankers, business people, teachers and even politi-
cians, ready to share their faith in new and effective ways in their own culture.  
  
We had the privilege of sitting down to eat with them each evening and to hear their stories. One was a pas-
tor from a country in Africa (we purposely avoid indentifying them for security reasons). He showed me his 
new Bible. He said he had to purchase it when he got to Maui because his old one had been shot up. 
The night before he left home, some thieves hijacked his car. He was too slow in getting out so the thieves 
started shooting. He wasn't injured but his passenger was and a bullet ripped through his Bible. A couple of 
days after he arrived in Maui he talked to his wife by phone and she told him a pastor in their church 
had been killed that day in a similar incident. He said his country was in anarchy and they were almost daily 
confronted with this kind of danger. Each had their own unique stories and gifts. One was a banker from Bra-
zil who blessed us with his singing. Another was a tall young black man from Malawi who was a great orator. 
A special friend was a business man from Thailand who was shy and had a hard time expressing himself in 
English. All were there because they wanted to a part of the big picture in sharing the gospel with their peo-
ple. 
  
We and you are part of the big picture. As people of faith when we serve faithfully where God has placed us, 
in our job, in the community and in the church we are part of the team that presents Christ to the world. 
When we humbly and joyfully give of our time and talents and money God will multiply our efforts to produce 
results that we alone couldn't accomplish or imagine. Don't be afraid of being a servant. It's a great way of 
giving away a part of your life. 
  
If you want to learn more about Haggai we would be happy to share more details with you. You can check 
out their web site at www.haggai-institute.com  
  
         Submitted by 
         Lorne and Darlene Hovdestad 
 
 
     

                Youth GroupYouth GroupYouth GroupYouth Group 
         

  Youth Group is open to anyone in Grades  

  7-12.  It will be held 7:00—9:00 pm in the  

           Youth Room on Thursdays. 



 A Musical Variety Evening 
 
   Join Bethlehem Lutheran Church      

    Sunday, January 18, 2009 

           7:00 pm 

   Come and enjoy the musical talent 

       we have in our midst. 

 

    An offering will be received for  

      our Building Fund.      

    

     Potluck lunch will be served. 

 
 

 

  

Sunday School News 
 
 “... and they knelt down and worshipped him”... The Sunday School students did a fantastic job of 
sharing the story of how the shepherds, angels and wise men worshiped the new born Jesus. We were 
reminded of the true meaning of Christmas and our call to worship and to accept the love God has for us 
through his Son, Jesus. What a story to tell, what a song to sing! 
 Special thank you to Krista and Steven Ulven, Kristen Friggstad, Shelley Luedtke, Margo Linsley, 
Maureen Weiterman and the Sunday School teachers who helped direct and lead the Christmas program. 
Special thank you also to the Haug sisters, Delwyn Luedtke, the LCBI Go Team for singing, Kirk Frigg-
stad, David Haugen, and Garth Weiterman for technical support and all others who helped in various 
ways. A big thank you to the Sunday School students for being so awesome! 
 We look forward to the new year and all the new things we have to learn!  Sunday School will start 
again on Sunday, Jan. 11, 2009 at 10 am. 
         Submitted by Kirsti Haugen 



From the ELW  
 

 “Fear not, for I have redeemed  you.  I have called you by name, you are Mine!ʺ     Isaiah 43:1 
 
 As we arrive at a New Year—we will be beginning a new Bible Study with the theme, ʺDo Not Be 
Afraidʺ written by Pastor David Kaiser.  January's will be ʺHope for New Beginningsʺ with study from 1 
Peter 1:3-17, Lamentations 3:22-29, and Luke 8:40-56. 
 You should each have received a copy of our 2009 yearly booklet, which gives all the information 
and our monthly Bible Studies.  If you have not gotten a booklet, I do have extras, so please let me 
know if you would like to have one and have gotten missed. 
 Dates to remember: 
 Wednesday, January 7—General Meeting—2:00 pm in Fireside Room 
 Monday, January 19—Ladies Group—7:30 pm in Fireside Room 
 Wednesday, January 28—Grace Circle—2:00 pm in Fireside Room 
 Thursday, January 29—Peace Circle—2:00 pm in Fireside Room 
 Note also that Sewing Days for LWR will be March 9 –13 this year.  Anyone wishing to sew at 
home may contact a member of the quilting committee if you need material. 
 
         God's Blessings for 2009 
         In His Service, 
         June A. Haug 
 
 

   New Year's Prayer 
 

    There is an old, old autograph verse, 
     Which speaks of freshly fallen snow; 
 Reminding us, ʺBe careful how you tread it 
        For every step will show.ʺ 

 
       As we step into a brand new year, 
     With its pathway hidden from view, 

May we hold fast to our Savior's hand, 
For He's faithful, steadfast and true. 

 
May we live our life for Him each day 
Reflecting His forgiveness and love, 

And the steps we make, as in fresh fallen snow 
      Lead to our Dear Father above. 

 
         June A. Haug 



Answers to Test Your Christmas Knowledge 
 
It is Written 
1.  What prophet declared, "For unto us a child is born, unto 

us a son is given", in anticipation of the Messiah's birth? 
A. Amos 
B. Jeremiah 
C. Isaiah—refer to Isaiah 9:6 
 

2.  What was frankincense used for? 
A. embalming 
B. incense    
C. perfume   
 

3.  What is generally recognised as the earliest scriptural ref-
erence to the coming of the Saviour? 
A. Hezekiah 3:16 
B. Malachi 4:1 
C. Genesis 3:15  
 

4. In order to get to Bethlehem from Nazareth, Joseph and 
Mary had to travel in which direction? 
A. south  
B. east 
C. north-west 
 

5. Who first proclaimed to Mary, "Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb"? 
A. Elizabeth—refer to Luke 1:42 
B. Anna 
C. Simeon 
 

6. What does "Bethlehem" mean? 
A. house of bread—literal translation 
B. City of David 
C. broken promise 
 

7. According to best estimates, when was Jesus born? 
A. 6 or 5 BC—based on the death of Herod the Great 
     in 4 BC, and the order to kill all boys 2 and under 
B. 4 BC 
C. 10 or 9 BC 
 

8. If Joseph's family was from Bethlehem, why did he and 
Mary have to seek shelter at an inn? 
A. already too crowded 
B. they didn't like Mary/Joseph 
C. not mentioned—the Inn was crowded, but the  
     Bible does not mention why Joseph’s family did  
     not take them in. 
 

9. If Joseph had decided to "divorce" Mary, what would have 
happened to her? 
A. She would have been shunned by the community. 
B. She would have been stoned by the community 
     since Joseph could claim not to be the father, Mary 
     would have been judges as an adulteress.  The 
     penalty under Jewish law would be stoning.  Some  
     enemies of Christianity say she had an affair with a  
     Roman soldier called Pantera. 
C. She would have joined a convent. 
 
 

10. When Jesus was about 40 days old, Joseph and Mary took 
him to: 
A. Egypt 
B. Nazareth 
C. Jerusalem-this was to fulfill the Jewish require 
     ment that the first-born son be redeemed, and that  
     Mary be purified.  Luke 2:22-23 

 
11. Good King Wenceslas was king of which country? 

A. Abyssinia 
B. England 
C. Bohemia—he was a good king of Bohemia, Czecho 
    slovakia, who was murdered by his jealous brother. 
 

12. Christmas trees, as we know them, originated with whom? 
A. Martin Luther—both the Romans and druids  
     decorated tree of different kinds for their festivals,  
     but Luther introduced the “modern” Christmas  
     tree, using candles for lights.  Legend says he was  
     inspired by seeing stars through the branches of an  
     evergreen tree. 
B. the druids 
C. Roman Saturnalia celebrations 

 
13. The earliest reference to December 25 as the day of the 

Nativity is: 
A. 500 AD 
B. 423 AD 
C. 336 AD—it appears in the Philocalian calendar and  
     refers to its Roman observance. 
 

14. What tree is known as the "Christmas tree"? 
A. pine 
B. balsam 
C. spruce  
 

15. Literally, what does "Christmas" mean? 
      Mass of Christ.  Mass refers to the liturgy of the          
Eucharist in Catholic tradition, and is a late form of the 
Latin missio, derived from mittere, “to send.” 

16. On what tree is mistletoe usually found growing? 
A. oak   
B. maple 
C. pine 
D. apple—apple and sometimes oak 
 

17. What does "epiphany" mean? 
A. gift giving 
B. homecoming 
C. discovery 
D. appearance—Feast celebrated on Jan.6 to com 
    memorate the manifestation of Christ to the Magi,  
    as well as his baptism in the Jordan.  It is the offi 
    cial date for Christmas in the Eastern churches.   
    Matthew 2:1-12 
 

18. Official support for the "Christianising" of pagan festivals 
came from: 
A. Pope Clement I 
B. Constantine  
C. St. Paul 
D. St. Peter 



 
19. In 1647, the English parliament passed a law that: 

A. Made Christmas illegal– the Puritans of England  
     and Reformed Protestants of Europe wanted to pu 
     rify religious belief, which meant removing every 
     thing that was not directly commanded or described  
     in the Bible.  The Puritans banned Christmas obser 
     vance in England, since they believed its observance  
     on Dec.25 was pagan in origin.  When Charles II  
     took the throne the ban was rescinded.  In America,  
     the Puritans of New England continued to treat  
     Dec.25 as a regular work day (unless it fell on the  
     Lord’s Day) well into the 1800’s. 
B. Recognised Christmas as an official holiday 
C. Let prisoners spend Christmas Day at home 
D. Gave Santa immunity to break and enter charges 
 

20. From what language do we get the word "Yule"? 
A. French 
B. Swedish 
C. Old English 
D. Danish—by way of Old English 

 
General 
21. What piece of winter clothing does Bob Cratchit lack? 

A.  hat 
B. gloves 
C. coat  
 

22. In Frosty the Snowman, what were Frosty's first words? 
A. Hello there 
B. Merry Christmas 
C. Happy Birthday  
 

23. What was the first instrument on which the carol "Silent 
Night" was played? 
A. harp 
B. pipe organ 
C. guitar—written and performed in a small village 
    church in Austria, in which the organ bellows were  
    badly damaged by mice. 
 

24. The "Hallelujah Chorus" form Handel's Messiah was based 
on verses from which book of the Bible? 
A. Psalms 
B. Revelation 11:15—Handel wrote the entire oratorio  
     in 24 days, almost non-stop.  As he worked, he was  
     powerfully moved by the Scriptures describing Je 
     sus’ incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and  
     coronation as King of Kings.  One day, tears  
     streaming down his face, Handel exclaimed, “I did  
     think I did see all Heaven before me, and the great  
     God Himself.”  When Messiah was performed be 
     fore King George II of England in 1743, the king  
     rose when the triumphal notes of the “Hallelujah  
     Chorus” were first played.  Everyone had to rise  
     when the king did, so the tradition of rising for the  
     “Hallelujah Chorus” began—a tradition that con 
     tinues to this day. 
C. Matthew 
D. Isaiah 
 
 

25. On the 11th day of Christmas what, according to the song, 
did "my true love give to me"? 
A. pipers piping 
B. Lords a'leaping  
C. ladies dancing 
D. geese a'laying 
 

26. What does the word "carol" mean? 
A. joyous song  
B. listen 
C. Celebrate 
 

27. Which of these events did NOT occur on Christmas Day? 
       A.  Ebenezer Scrooge was visited by four spirits—the 
            visitation by Jacob Marley’s ghost took place on  
            Christmas Eve, the other three came after midnight. 
       B.  Charlemagne was crowned Emperor 
       C.  Hong Kong fell to the Japanese in World War II 
       D. Arthur drew Excalibur from the stone 
 
28. When was A Christmas Carol first published? 

A. 1843  
B. 1898 
C. 1900 
D. 1796 
 

29. What are you supposed to do when you stir a home-made 
plum pudding? 
A. make a wish  
B. say a prayer 
C. walk around the bowl 
 

30. People in the Middle Ages placed candles in their windows 
on Christmas Eve to: 
A. show their loyalty to the king 
B. guide Santa Claus to their home 
C. guide the Christ Child on His way  
D. keep the windows from icing up 

 
31. In Guatemala, Christmas Day is celebrated: 

A. On January 6 
B. On December 25   
C. On October 31 
D. Never 

 
32. Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in: 

A. 1492 
B. 1895—made by Ralph Morris.  Up until then,  
     thanks to Martin Luther, candles had been used,  
     sometimes with disastrous results. 
C. 1944 
D. 1976 

 
33. The poinsettia, a traditional Christmas flower, originally 

grew in which country? 
A. Canada 
B. China 
C. Mexico  
D. Spain 

 
 

 



34. In Armenia, a  traditional Christmas Eve meal consists of: 
A. Fried fish, lettuce and spinach  
B. Square meat pies 
C. Broiled partridges with gooseberry sauce 
D. Turkey and plum pudding 

 
35. The day after Christmas, December 26, is known as Box-

ing Day. It is also the holy day of which saint? 
A. St. Eustace 
B. St. Brigit 
C. St. Nicholas 
D. St. Stephen  

 
36. Which popular Christmas song was actually written for 

Thanksgiving? 
A. Away in a Manger 
B. Frosty the Snowman 
C. Jingle Bells—written for a Thanksgiving program 
    in Boston, 1857, by James Pierpont.  Originally  
    called “One Horse Open Sleigh.” 
D. Joy to the World 

 
37. The poem commonly known as The Night Before Christ-

mas was originally titled: 
A. Santa's Secret Visit 
B. A Visit from St. Nicholas  
C. The Night Before Christmas 
D. The Midnight Guest 
 

38. What was "the most likely" reason that the Grinch hated  
      Christmas ? 

A. He was an atheist 
B. His feet were cold 
C. His heart was two sizes too small  
D. His head was two sizes too big 

 
39. Mistletoe, the kissing ball, nurtures an amazing variety of 

myth on itself. In Anglo-Saxon its literal meaning is ... 
A. dung-on-the-twig  
B. zing-on-the-twig 
C. green-on-the-twig 

 
40. In "Home Alone," a young boy is abandoned when his 

parents rush to a Christmas vacation in... 
A. London 
B. Paris  
C. Reo 

Bulletin Bloopers 
 

The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning 

at 10.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship 

Hall after the B.S. is done. 

 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to 

the addition of several new members and to the dete-

rioration of some older ones. 

 

Pastor is on vacation.  Massages can be given to 

church secretary. 

 

The choir invites any member of the congregation 

who enjoys sinning to join the choir. 

 

Please join us as we show our support for Amy and 

Alan in preparing for the girth of their first child. 

 

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the con-

gregation would lend him their electric girdles for the 

pancake breakfast next Sunday morning. 

 
The audience is asked to remain seated until the end 

of the recession. 

 

Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 

7 to 8 pm.  Please use the back door. 

 

Ushers will eat latecomers. 

 

The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be sung 

without musical accomplishment. 

 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, 

we have a nursery downstairs. 

 

Today’s sermon:  How Much Can a Man Drink?  Will 

be followed with hymns from a full choir. 

 

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare 

privilege of hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs 

was the Guest Speaker. 

 

Don’t let worry kill you.  Let the church help! 

           
       

           Please keep in your prayers: 
 

  * Bernie and Cheryl Belau as they travel to the  

    Youth with a Mission training base in Maui. 

 

  * Myron & Kae Germo as they travel to Africa  

    on a three month mission trip.  

Ladies Bible StudyLadies Bible StudyLadies Bible StudyLadies Bible Study    

    

Monday, January 19, 7:30 pm Monday, January 19, 7:30 pm Monday, January 19, 7:30 pm Monday, January 19, 7:30 pm     

in the Fireside Roomin the Fireside Roomin the Fireside Roomin the Fireside Room    



        

Please clip and save 

    
Serving  the Lord:Serving  the Lord:Serving  the Lord:Serving  the Lord:    

    
January 4January 4January 4January 4        11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service  Ushers  Garth & Maureen Weiterman  
       Reader  Garth & Maureen Weiterman 
       Sound   Mart Cram 
       Coffee  Sherryl Olson 
        
January 11January 11January 11January 11        9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service        Ushers   Lorne & Darlene Hovdestad 
       Reader  Lorne Hovdestad 
       Communion  Stalwick Family 
       Sound   Dennis Gustafson 
 
   11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service     Ushers   Cam & Dorianne Leslie 
       Reader  Dorianne Leslie 
       Sound   Kelly Hogan 
       Coffee  Darlene Hovdestad 
 
January 18January 18January 18January 18  9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service        Ushers  Len & Arlene Erickson 
       Reader Shirley Pajunen 
       Sound  Ernie Anderson 
 
   11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service  Ushers  Hicks Family 
       Reader Hicks Family 
       Communion  Garth  & Maureen Weiterman 
       Sound   Cam Leslie 
       Coffee   Doreen Kennedy & Catherine Rott 
 
January 25January 25January 25January 25  9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service9:00 am Service        Ushers  Phil Johnson Family 
       Reader Johnson Family 
       Sound  Darren Hopkins 
 
   11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service11:15 am Service  Ushers   Gordon & Catherine Rott 
       Reader  Brenda Scholar 
       Sound   Mart Cram 
                 Coffee   Evelyn Anderson & Elaine Baron 
 
Ushers:  Please arrive 1/2 hour before service to turn on the lights and fans .  You are also responsible for  lighting the candles and count-
ing and recording the attendance.  If there is communion during the service, please direct the flow of the communicants  and collect the 
communion cards.  After the service, please collect all garbage, recyclable paper (bulletins) and coloring boards.    
    
    

Kitchen Cleaning:Kitchen Cleaning:Kitchen Cleaning:Kitchen Cleaning:    
January 5January 5January 5January 5----10101010     Ruth Hermanson & Doreen Kennedy 
January 12January 12January 12January 12----17171717                Carol Hogan & Sherryl Olson 
January 19January 19January 19January 19----24242424    Kirsti Haugen & Leanne Engen 
January 26January 26January 26January 26----31313131                Kristen Friggstad & Cheryl Belau 
If you are unable to clean during your scheduled time, please exchange your week with someone else on the list.   
Thank you for your assistance in keeping our church clean.Thank you for your assistance in keeping our church clean.Thank you for your assistance in keeping our church clean.Thank you for your assistance in keeping our church clean.    
 
 

Sunday Drivers:Sunday Drivers:Sunday Drivers:Sunday Drivers: 
1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month1st Sunday of the Month    Garth Weiterman 867-9853 
2nd Sunday of the Month2nd Sunday of the Month2nd Sunday of the Month2nd Sunday of the Month    Lloyd Hermanson 867-8211 
3rd Sunday of the Month3rd Sunday of the Month3rd Sunday of the Month3rd Sunday of the Month    Tony Peter  867-8034 
4th Sunday of the Month4th Sunday of the Month4th Sunday of the Month4th Sunday of the Month    Cam Leslie  867-2121 
If you are unable to drive for your scheduled Sunday, please call the alternate driver, Gordon Rott at 867-8061. 


