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Akitsiraq Law School Society 

PO Box 149 

Iqaluit, NU 

X0A 0H0 

 

867-979-0963  1-877-392-8726  867-979-0679 

 
 
 
January 26, 2010  
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Potential Akitsiraq Student or Supporter:  
  
 

Re:   Delays in Akitsiraq Application Process 

  
 

You are receiving this letter because you have indicated an interest in the Akitsiraq II Law 
Program.  We had committed to keep you informed on ongoing process and dates.  The last 
letter, in November, indicated that for a September 2010 start date we would need to have our 
applications process under way in January 2010.   
  
We have received financial support from the Government of Canada, Department of Justice, 
program support from the University of Ottawa, and confirmed resources identified by Nunavut 
Arctic College. However we do not (yet) have commitments on the core funding for instruction 
and student tuitions. As a result of those delays in securing the core funding for Akitsiraq II, the 
admissions process is also being delayed.  
 

This is probably as inconvenient and frustrating for you as it is for us, as many elements of the 
program are ready to go, including an enthusiastic group of potential students, a hard-working 
Board and good community support. We also have a group of instructors from Canadian 
Universities, qualified lawyers and members of the judiciary who are prepared to provide 
instruction. 
 
Our goal is to deliver high quality instruction, comparable or better than southern LL.B. 
programs, with a strong Inuit law and language component in Iqaluit. Our ability to deliver this 
level of program depends on timely funding commitments to secure instructors, classroom 
space and all the other components of a first-class program. This means having funding 
commitments in hand. We are coming up against our deadlines for securing these, and our 
Board will shortly be reviewing our proposed start dates to see if revisions will be required. 
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We hope to provide you with the relevant and/or modified admissions dates in the next two 
weeks. We apologize and assure you that we are working to secure funding from a number of 
federal and territorial governmental resources to provide the core support the program needs. 
  
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact us in your preferred 
method: 
  
Email:   info@akitsiraq.ca 

 

Address: Akitsiraq Law School Society 

P.O. Box 149 

Iqaluit, NU 

X0A 0H0 

 

Toll-free: 1-877-392-8726 

Telephone: 1-867-979-0963 

  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. We will continue to keep you informed as we 
progress through the admissions process. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
  
Anne Crawford 

Northern Director 
Akitsiraq II Law Program 

  

mailto:info@akitsiraq.ca
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AKITSIRAQ II – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON FUNDING 
 

1. What is the Akitsiraq II Law Program? 
 

The four-year Akitsiraq II Law Program leads to a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) degree from the University 
of Ottawa, Faculty of Common Law. The program operates out of Iqaluit, Nunavut, using resources 
available through Nunavut Arctic College. Students will be eligible to enter a relevant Bar Admission 
program and, if successful, be called to the Bar of a common law Province or Territory.  
 

2. Admissions for the Akitsiraq II Law Program have been delayed because there is no confirmed 
‘core funding’. What would ‘core funding’ pay for? 

 

For Akitsiraq ‘core funding’ covers three areas: 
 

o Funding for University Law professors and their travel to Iqaluit; 
o Program administration costs in Nunavut, Inuktitut language and Law programs; and, 
o Student direct expenses, including tuition, IT access and textbooks.  

 

Akitsiraq Law School Society is looking for about $5.3M in support over 6 years.  It is a lot of money, 
but it is similar to funding for other multi-year professional programs in Nunavut, and also similar to 
the cost of sending the 25 students to conventional Law School in southern Canada. 

 

3. Do you have any funding in place? 
 

Yes, we have resources – funding or in-kind, promised or available – for our recruiting and admissions 
process, student travel, classrooms, curriculum development, instructor accommodations, the 
support we are getting from the University of Ottawa, resources committed by Nunavut Arctic 
College and some of our student scholarships.   Many of these institutions have been very helpful and 
supportive of the program. 

 

4. How is Akitsiraq Law School Society working to secure the missing funding? 
 

We have been working with the territorial and federal governments to find core funding. Justice 
Canada has been a steady supporter and has provided funding for the admissions process.  
 

Once core support is confirmed, we are also looking at resources such as commercial and 
development agencies in Nunavut and sources designed to assist with legal education. Many of these 
sources have expressed an interest in the program, once the core funding is secured. 

 

5. How is long will a delay be? 
 

There are a limited number of times during the year when start-up is possible. Resources like 
classrooms and student housing cannot be held idle for a later start-up date. This means that delays 
are likely to be from one term (Sept 2010) to the next (Jan, May or Sept, 2011).   
 

It is hard to predict a future date, but we are working to make it as early as possible. 
 

6. Can Akitsiraq adjust the Admissions process to maintain the planned start date in Sept 2010? 
 

Our goal is to deliver a high quality of legal education along with support designed to best ensure 
student success. It might be possible to redesign our admissions process to pursue a 2010 start date, 
but other important pieces of the program require longer lead times. Two of the cornerstones of 
Akitsiraq are: quality instruction by law professors from across Canada and high levels of tutorial 
support during the first months and years of study. These both need to be arranged well in advance 
to assure quality program delivery. 

 


